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In the 1500s and 1600s, the English established colonies in the New World.
Families who wanted to practice their religion freely set up colonies in the north.
They worked in the lumber and the shipbuilding industries. In the south, men
built colonies in hopes of getting rich. Large farms were key to their success. But
the English wanted to control the whole east coast. They set their sights on the
middle colonies.

The middle colonies were started by people from the Netherlands, or the
Dutch. They had no idea that their colonies would become such a success.
People came to live there for many reasons. These people came from different
backgrounds. The middle colonies became the most diverse colonies. They
grew and prospered. As they did, they helped set a standard for what would later
become a new nation.

Dutch settlers in
& New Netherland




New York

Pennsylvania

)

Delaware

Dutch Influence

The Dutch started a commercial
economy in New Netherland. It
became the foundation for growth
in the middle colonies.
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