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Leading the

It’s 11 o’clock on Christmas night. Sheets of frozen rain violently tear
through the dark sky. Raging winds mix with below freezing temperatures.
Ice floes clog the treacherous Delaware River. The year is 1776. And General
George Washington is determined. He will not give up. He needs his men to
make it across the river and experience their first taste of victory. He knows

America’s future depends on it. Defeat could cost the young country the war.
But triumph could rally the troops.

George Washington and his troops
cross the Delaware River in 1776.




After four long hours, the exhausted troops reach the shores of New Jersey.
The men exit the icy river, wet and cold. They trudge through fierce snow and ice
toward the outskirts of Trenton. Some wear broken shoes. Others have no shoes.
Their brave leader urges them to keep going. “Press on, boys!” he yells. And
they do.

The troops arrive just before dawn. Their surprise attack is a swift success,
capturing the city and 1,000 enemy fighters. The Continental army wins the
Battle of Trenton! It’s their first win. Washington proudly proclaims, “This is a
glorious day for our country.”

The Continental army, under Washington’s leadership, and with the help of
other revolutionary leaders, will go on to win the American Revolution.

James Monroe

Three Presidents Cross a River

Washington wasn't the only future president to cross the
Delaware that cold Christmas night. James Madison and James
Monroe also made the perilous journey. In fact, Monroe was
shot during the battle and almost died! That bullet remained in
Monroe's shoulder for the rest of his life.
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