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Growing a
New Generation

Every living thing, from a snail to a gorilla, is born and grows. And
all living things eventually grow old and die. Some live for only a
few days, like mayflies. Others live hundreds of years, like oak trees.
Before they die, living things must reproduce or their species will die
out. Just like any living thing, plants must also reproduce to survive.

There are over 400,000 kinds of plants in the world! But they all
reproduce in two main ways. Some plants use seeds. Other plants
reproduce using spores. Spores are plant cells that can make new
plants. There are advantages and disadvantages to both types of
reproduction. But there’s no doubt that all living things benefit from
having plants around. When it comes to life on Earth, the more plants,
the better!

spores under
a fern leaf
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