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Cycles Make Earth Go ’Round

Mother Nature’s Cycles

Cycling the Elements
Staying in Balance

Think Like a Scientist




Earth is constantly in motion. Can you feel it?
Much of this movement happens so slowly you can’t
detect it.

A cycle is a set of patterns that happen over and
over. Water, seasons, and rocks all travel through
cycles. These cycles are parts of a system. Earth
has many systems. One system is the atmosphere.
This includes the gases that form the air around
us. Another system is the hydrosphere.
This system includes all of Earth’s
water. All living things belong to
the biosphere. And rocks and
soil belong to the geosphere.
These systems connect Earth’s
cycles together. And because
of this, many of these cycles
interact. For example, wind
patterns directly affect ocean
cycles. The carbon cycle affects
the climate. Around and around
they go....

Ocean cycles in the hydrosphere
affect the movement and erosion
of rocks and soil in the geosphere.
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Winds in the
atmosphere affect
the ocean cycles.

_ Z‘he afmpsphere goes
000 miles into spqce!

Erosion of rocks and soil
in the geosphere affect

the homes of plants and
animals in the biosphere.
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