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Introduction

	The	Importance	of	Civic	Education	

“Young	people	must	learn	how	to	participate	in	a	democracy.”

—Constitutional	Rights	Foundation	2000

It	is	the	responsibility	of	those	living	in	the	United	States	to	understand	how	civics	relates
to	them.	By	being	able	to	participate	in	a	democracy,	citizens	can	affect	the	nation	and	its
well-being.	 Therefore,	 it	 is	 necessary	 for	 students	 to	 learn	 and	 understand	 civics.	 The
National	Council	 for	 the	Social	Studies	 (2010)	states	 that	social	studies	curricula	should
include	 opportunities	 to	 study	 “the	 ideals,	 principles,	 and	 practices	 of	 citizenship	 in	 a
democratic	republic.”	By	learning	civics,	students	can	be	committed	to	addressing	social
and	government	issues	in	a	constructive	way.	However,	in	order	to	do	this,	students	must
understand	the	country	and	communities	in	which	they	live.

According	 to	 the	 National	 Standards	 for	 Civics	 and	 Government	 (Center	 for	 Civic
Education	2014),	the	following	are	the	organizing	questions	around	which	civic	education
should	be	based:

	I. What	is	government	and	what	should	it	do?

II. What	are	the	basic	values	and	principles	of	American	democracy?

III. How	does	the	government	established	by	the	Constitution	embody	the	purposes,
values,	and	principles	of	American	democracy?

IV. What	is	the	relationship	of	the	United	States	to	other	nations	and	to	world	affairs?

	V. What	are	the	roles	of	the	citizen	in	American	democracy?

Teachers	 need	 to	 help	 students	 understand	 and	 respond	 to	 these	 civic	 questions	 so	 that
students	can	apply	their	knowledge	later	in	life	when	responding	to	daily	events	as	adults
in	a	democracy.	Experiences	during	the	K–12	school	years	lay	the	foundation	for	students
to	be	able	to	evaluate	situations	and	defend	positions	on	public	issues	as	well	as	influence
civic	 life	 through	 working	 and	 managing	 conflict	 (Constitutional	 Rights	 Foundation
2000).



The	lessons	in	this	book	bring	about	the	following	benefits	and	skills:

• increased	written	and	oral	communication

• working	knowledge	of	government	and	democracy

• interest	in	current	events

• higher	likelihood	of	consistent	voting	and	voting	on	issues	rather	than	personality
when	an	adult

• increased	ability	to	clearly	articulate	opinions

• tolerance	of	differing	opinions

• knowledge	of	how	to	make	decisions	even	when	others	do	not	agree

• increased	political	and	civic	activeness

• appreciation	of	the	importance	and	complexity	of	government

• increased	civic	attitude	(Carnegie	Corporation	2003)

In	order	for	teachers	to	be	effective,	civic	education	needs	to	be	recognized	as	a	key	aspect
of	today’s	curriculum.	All	of	the	aforementioned	skills	contribute	to	the	goal	of	becoming
a	well-rounded,	contributing,	responsible,	and	civic-minded	member	of	society	outside	of
the	classroom.	However,	 these	skills	 take	time	to	develop	and	need	to	be	 integrated	into
the	 curriculum	 beginning	 in	 kindergarten	 and	 extending	 through	 12th	 grade	 to	 be
ultimately	effective	(Quigley	2005).	Research	suggests	that	children	start	to	develop	social
responsibility	and	interest	in	politics	before	the	age	of	nine.	The	way	students	are	taught
about	 social	 issues,	ethics,	and	 institutions	 in	elementary	school	matters	a	great	deal	 for
their	civic	development	(Kirlin	2005).	Therefore,	teachers	have	a	responsibility	to	students
to	 provide	 them	 with	 the	 activities	 necessary	 to	 learn	 these	 skills	 throughout	 their
education.

“[C]hildren	start	to	develop	social	responsibility	and	interest	in	politics	before	the	age
of	nine.”

Civic	 education	 can	 be	 taught	 both	 formally	 and	 informally.	 Intentional	 formal	 lessons
imbedded	 in	 the	 curriculum	 give	 students	 a	 clear	 understanding	 of	 government	 and
politics	and	 the	historical	context	for	 those	 ideas.	This	 instruction	should	avoid	 teaching
rote	facts	and	give	as	much	real-life	context	as	possible.	Informal	curriculum	refers	to	how
teachers,	staff,	and	the	school	climate	can	lead	by	example	and	illustrate	to	students	how	a
working	civic	community	operates	 (Quigley	2005).	When	adult	 role	models	portray	and
promote	responsible	civic	engagement,	students	have	a	greater	conceptual	understanding
of	the	formal,	civic-based	curriculum	and	how	it	relates	to	everyday	life.



	How	to	Use	This	Book	
Overarching	Themes
The	 lessons	 in	 this	 book	 cover	 three	 overarching	 themes,	 or	 units,	 that	 take	 students
through	the	election	process.

• What	Is	a	Presidential	Election?–This	unit	lays	the	foundation	for	elections.
Students	will	make	connections	between	rules	and	laws,	learn	about	leadership,	the
importance	of	voting,	and	the	characteristics	of	political	parties.

• Elect	Me!–In	this	unit,	students	will	learn	about	the	road	to	election	day,
characteristics	of	good	leaders,	and	the	responsibilities	of	leadership	from	national
conventions	to	campaigning.

• And	the	Winner	Is…–Students	will	experience	the	voting	process	and	will	learn
about	ballot	counting	and	Inauguration	Day	in	this	unit.

Activities	in	this	Book
The	lessons	in	this	book	are	divided	into	three	sections.	Each	section	is	designed	to	engage
student	interest	and	enhance	student	knowledge	of	the	lesson	topic.

Paired-Texts	Reading	and	Activities

Using	paired	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	can	be	an	engaging	way	to	introduce	a	topic	to
students	 and	 allow	 them	 to	 compare	 and	 contrast	 various	 types	 of	 text.	 By	 pairing	 the
texts,	 a	 connection	 is	 created	 between	 the	 content	 of	 both.	 Students	 may	 gravitate	 in
interest	 toward	 one	 type	 of	 text–fiction	 or	 nonfiction.	 Presenting	 similar	 information	 in
both	types	of	text	allows	one	passage	to	help	build	background	knowledge	while	the	other
passage	 focuses	 on	 reinforcing	 that	 knowledge	 and	 building	 interest.	 Students	 will	 use
graphic	organizers	to	arrange	their	thoughts	and	participate	in	active	learning	opportunities
with	their	peers.

Primary	Source	Connection

Using	primary	sources	gives	a	unique	view	of	history	that	other	ways	of	teaching	history
are	 unable	 to	 do.	 Primary	 sources	 include	 newspaper	 articles,	 diaries,	 letters,	 drawings,
photographs,	 maps,	 government	 documents,	 and	 other	 items	 created	 by	 people	 who
experienced	 past	 events	 firsthand.	 Primary	 sources	 show	 students	 the	 subjective	 side	 of
history,	 as	 many	 authors	 that	 experienced	 the	 same	 event	 often	 retell	 it	 in	 completely
different	ways.	These	resources	also	show	students	how	events	affected	the	lives	of	those
who	 lived	 them.	Primary	sources	make	history	 real	 for	students.	As	students	view	 these
historical	items,	they	are	then	able	to	analyze	the	events	from	various	points	of	view	and
biases.	Each	lesson	contains	a	photograph	or	a	document	from	election	history.

Puzzle	Time!

These	are	opportunities	for	students	to	practice	content	and	problem-solving	skills	and	to
increase	 student	 engagement	 and	 interest	 in	 the	 lesson	 topic.	 Puzzles	 allow	 students	 to
have	fun	while	they	reflect	on	what	they	have	learned	during	the	lesson.	Students	decode
secret	messages,	use	addition	to	create	hidden	images,	find	their	way	through	fun	mazes,



and	more!

Culminating	Activity

This	 engaging	 activity	 is	 included	 to	 demonstrate	 students’	 overall	 knowledge	 of	 the
election	process	and	allow	them	to	take	part	in	a	fun	classroom	election.
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Election	Connections

Presidential	Elections

Students	know	the	fundamental	principles	of	American	democracy	(e.g.,	the
people	are	sovereign;	the	power	of	government	is	limited	by	law;	people	exercise
their	authority	directly	through	voting;	people	exercise	their	authority	indirectly
through	elected	representatives).

Students	will	analyze	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	and	synthesize	the	information
in	a	variety	of	ways.

Paired	Texts	Reading	and	Activities
* Every	Four	Years	(pages	10–11)—Have	students	read	the	story	on	page	10.	Once

they	 finish,	ask	students	why	Ripken’s	mom	decided	 to	vote	 for	Arroz.	Ask	 them
why	Ripken’s	mom	 thinks	 elections	 are	 important,	 citing	 examples	 from	 the	 text.
Direct	 students	 to	 complete	 page	 11	 in	 small	 groups.	 Since	 they	 only	 have	 30
seconds	 for	 their	 commercials,	 remind	 students	 to	 be	 creative,	 concise,	 and	 clear.
Have	groups	perform	their	commercials	for	the	class.

* Picking	the	President	(page	12)—Ask	students	 to	read	the	 text	on	page	12.	Have
them	number	the	different	steps	in	the	election	process	using	colored	pencils.	Next,
place	the	students	in	pairs	to	create	infographics	showing	the	election	process	steps.
Share	sample	infographics	to	show	a	clear	idea	of	what	an	infographic	is.	Students
may	 need	 to	 conduct	 further	 research	 to	 make	 sure	 their	 infographics	 are
informative.

* Steps	 to	 the	 Presidency	 (page	 13)—Have	 students	 use	 the	 informational	 text	 to
help	 them	 list,	 in	 order,	 the	 steps	 in	 the	 election	 process.	 When	 students	 have
finished,	 recreate	 the	 staircase	 on	 the	 board	 and	 go	 over	 the	 answers	 as	 a	 class.
Finally,	 ask	 students	where	 the	 best	 place	 on	 the	 staircase	would	 be	 to	 place	 the
“research	step”	that	Ripken’s	mom	completes	in	the	text.

* Define,	Refine,	and	Use	 (page	14)—Students	will	 use	 information	 from	both	 the
fictional	story	and	 the	 informational	passage	 to	define	 the	 three	vocabulary	words
listed.	Then,	they	will	look	up	the	words	in	dictionaries	and	refine	their	definitions.
Finally,	 students	will	 use	each	word	 in	a	 sentence.	After	 students	have	completed
the	assignment,	have	them	share	their	responses	with	peers.

Primary	Source	Connection



* Be	 Counted	 Primary	 Source	 (page	 15–16)—Tell	 students	 to	 study	 the	 primary
source	on	page	15.	Read	the	background	information	as	a	class.	Then,	have	students
work	 independently	 to	 complete	 page	 16.	 Point	 out	 that	 the	 posters	 they	 create
should	grab	people’s	attention	and	make	strong	statements.

Puzzle	Time!
* Election	 Cryptograms	 Vocabulary	 Puzzle	 (page	 17)—Students	 will	 enjoy

figuring	out	the	code	to	find	the	election	related	vocabulary	words

* Calculate	and	Color	Elections	Puzzle	(page	18)—Students	will	have	fun	figuring
out	which	word	is	hidden	in	the	puzzle	full	of	math	problems.

Answer	Key
Steps	to	the	Presidency	(page	13)

bottom	step:	primary	elections

second	step:	national	conventions

third	step:	presidential	debates

fourth	step:	Election	Day

top	step:	Inauguration	Day

Define,	Refine,	and	Use	(page	14)

Student	 text-based	definitions	and	sentences	will	vary.	Dictionary	definitions	 for	 the
words	are	as	follows:

election—the	process	of	choosing	someone	for	a	political	office

candidate—a	person	who	runs	in	an	election

vote—to	make	an	official	choice	in	an	election	by	casting	a	ballot

Election	Cryptograms	Vocabulary	Puzzle	(page	17)

1. debate

2. vote

3. polls

4. candidate

5. campaign

6. convention

7. inauguration

Calculate	and	Color	Elections	Puzzle	(page	18)

answer:	vote





	Every	Four	Years	
“This	is	so	stressful!”	moaned	Ripken.

“I	know	what	you	mean,”	sighed	Ripken’s	mom.	“I’m	just	not	sure	who	to	vote	for.”

Ripken	looked	at	his	mom	in	disbelief.	“What	in	the	world	are	you	talking	about,	Mom?
I’m	talking	about	the	game!”

“Oh,	sorry,	Sweetie.	I’m	just	trying	to	figure	out	which	candidate	I	should	vote	for	in	the
election.	It’s	in	a	few	weeks,	and	I	still	haven’t	made	my	mind.”

“How	 can	 you	 think	 about	 the	 election	 at	 a	 time	 like	 this?	 It’s	 game	 7	 of	 the	 World
Series®.”	Ripken’s	team	was	down	by	one	run	in	the	seventh	inning.	He	couldn’t	believe
his	mom	wasn’t	watching	the	game.	After	all,	she	was	just	as	big	a	fan	as	he	was.	Instead,
she	 was	 busy	 sifting	 through	 newspapers	 and	 magazines	 and	 reading	 articles	 on	 her
laptop.

“Mom,	I	hope	you	are	looking	up	what	relief	pitchers	are	left	in	our	bullpen	right	now,”
grunted	Ripken	in	response	to	his	mom’s	furious	typing.

“I	think	I’m	going	to	vote	for	Arroz,”	declared	his	mom.

“You’re	only	voting	for	her	because	she’s	a	girl,”	retorted	Ripken.

“Ripken	Ryan	Finley!	That	is	not	true.	After	all	the	research	I	have	done,	I	believe	she	is
the	best	 candidate	 for	 the	 job.	She	 shares	my	views	on	war,	 taxes,	 and	helping	 those	 in
need.	She	stands	firm	in	her	beliefs.	She	has	many	years	of	experience.	She	is	wise	and
speaks	well.	I	truly	believe	she	cares	for	the	safety	and	welfare	of	our	country.”

“Whatever	you	 say,	Mom.	The	game	 is	back	on!”	Ripken	 replied,	 excitedly	 locking	his
eyes	on	the	TV.

“Ripken,	I	don’t	think	you	understand	the	importance	of	the	presidential	election.	It	only
happens	every	four	years!	Every	four	years,	we	the	people	pick	the	one	person	who	will
lead	our	country.	Not	every	country	gets	to	choose	its	leader.”

“Mom!	The	game!	Can	we	talk	about	this	later?!”	moaned	Ripken.

“Ok,	 ok.	 But	 we	 will	 most	 definitely	 be	 talking	 about	 this	 later,”	 Ripken’s	 mom	 said
sternly.

“Mom!”	Ripken	whined,	taking	his	eyes	momentarily	off	the	TV.

“Let’s	go!”	shouted	his	mom	clapping	her	hands.	Ripken	laughed	and	turned	his	eyes	back
to	the	game	just	in	time	to	see	his	favorite	player	hit	a	home	run.



Directions:	 Imagine	 you	 have	 been	 given	 a	 30-second	 commercial	 spot	 that	 will	 play
during	 the	World	 Series®.	 Follow	 the	 steps	 below	 to	 make	 a	 commercial	 to	 convince
people	to	vote	in	the	upcoming	presidential	election.

Step	1—Think	It	Through!	Brainstorm	different	ideas.	What	will	you	say	and	do	in
the	commercial?	Be	clever	and	creative!

Step	2—Plan	It!	Sketch	below	each	part	of	your	commercial	and	write	notes	on	the
lines.

Step	 3—Practice!	 Perform	 your	 commercial	 a	 couple	 of	 times	 for	 practice.
Memorize	your	 lines.	Speak	 loudly	and	clearly.	Know	where	 to	 stand	and	when	 to
speak.

Step	4—Show	Time!	When	you	are	ready,	perform	your	commercial	for	the	class.



	Picking	the	President	
People	in	the	United	States	have	political	rights.	This	means	they	can	take	part	in	politics.
Voting	is	one	way	to	take	part.	Every	four	years,	people	head	to	the	polls	to	vote	for	a	new
president.	 The	 president	 serves	 one	 term.	 That	 term	 lasts,	 you	 guessed	 it,	 four	 years!
However,	a	president	can	run	twice	if	he	or	she	chooses	to	do	so.

Elections	are	held	on	the	Tuesday	after	the	first	Monday	in	November.	Although	Election
Day	 is	 only	 one	 day,	 the	 election	 process	 is	 quite	 long.	 There	 are	 many	 steps	 in	 an
election.

First,	 candidates	 announce	 that	 they	 will	 run	 in	 the	 election.	 When	 this	 happens,	 the
official	campaign	has	begun.	There	are	two	main	political	parties	in	the	United	States.	A
candidate	 is	 chosen	 to	 represent	 each	 party.	 This	 happens	 in	 primary	 elections.	 In	 the
primaries,	 voters	 decide	who	 they	want	 to	 run	 for	 president.	 This	 person	will	 represent
their	political	party.

Next,	 the	 national	 conventions	 take	 place	 for	 each	 political	 party.	 They	 are	 like	 big
meetings.	 The	 national	 conventions	 take	 place	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 summer.	 They	 last	 for
many	days.	Songs	are	sung,	and	people	share	posters	and	signs.

The	party	platform,	or	policy,	is	stated.	And	the	presidential	candidate	is	appointed.

Now,	 it	 is	 time	 to	 hit	 the	 campaign	 trail.	 Candidates	work	 hard	 to	 earn	 people’s	 votes.
They	 travel	 around	 the	 country.	 They	 meet	 with	 citizens,	 give	 speeches,	 join	 debates,
make	TV	commercials,	and	do	interviews.	They	also	engage	in	debates.

In	 a	 debate,	 candidates	 strongly	 state	 their	 positions	 about	 issues.	They	 try	 to	 convince
voters	that	their	ideas	are	better	than	the	ideas	of	their	opponents.	The	debates	are	shown
on	TV.	Candidates	can	win	many	votes	if	they	perform	well	in	the	debates.

Finally,	it	is	November.	Election	Day	is	here!	People	go	to	the	polls	and	cast	their	votes.
They	 decide	 who	 they	 want	 the	 next	 president	 to	 be.	 The	 votes	 are	 counted,	 and	 the
winner	is	announced.	Sometimes	the	winner	is	announced	on	Election	Day!	But	the	new
president	 does	not	 start	 his	 or	 her	 new	 job	on	Election	Day.	The	new	president	 doesn’t
take	office	until	Inauguration	Day	on	January	20.	This	marks	the	end	of	the	election	cycle.

Directions:	An	infographic	is	similar	to	a	chart	or	diagram,	but	it’s	more	creative	and
visual!	 Infographics	 help	 people	 understand	 information	 quickly	 and	 easily.
Summarize	the	steps	in	the	election	process	in	an	infographic.



	Steps	to	the	Presidency	
Directions:	Using	the	steps	of	the	election	process	listed	in	the	box	below,	complete	the
graphic	organizer.	Write	the	steps	in	correct	order,	placing	the	final	step	at	the	top	of	the
staircase.	Use	the	information	from	Picking	the	President	to	help	you.

primary	elections presidential	debates

Inauguration	Day Election	Day

national	conventions 	



	Define,	Refine,	and	Use	
Directions:	Use	the	information	from	both	texts	to	write	definitions	for	the	words	listed
below.	Next,	look	up	the	words	in	a	dictionary	and	refine,	or	rewrite,	your	definitions	to
improve	them	and	make	them	clearer.	Then,	use	each	word	in	a	sentence.

election

text-based	definition 	

dictionary	definition 	

sentence 	

candidate

text-based	definition 	

dictionary	definition 	

sentence 	

vote

text-based	definition 	

dictionary	definition 	

sentence 	



	Be	Counted	Primary	Source	

Primary	Source	Background	Information
This	 poster	 is	 from	 the	 1970s.	 It	 was	 created	 by	 the	 NAACP.	 That	 stands	 for	 the
National	Association	 for	 the	Advancement	of	Colored	People.	The	NAACP	 is	a	civil
rights	group.	It	helps	minorities.	In	the	1960s	and	70s	it	helped	make	sure	that	everyone
had	 the	 right	 to	 vote.	Back	 then,	many	minorities	 faced	problems	when	 they	 tried	 to
vote.	 States	 would	 charge	 taxes	 to	 vote	 that	 minorities	 could	 not	 afford	 to	 pay.	 Or
minorities	would	be	 forced	 to	 take	 tests	 that	 state	officials	knew	 they	could	not	pass.
Elections	were	not	 fair	and	equal.	The	Voting	Rights	Act	was	passed	 in	1965.	 It	was
improved	 in	 the	 1970s.	 It	 made	 sure	 everyone	 had	 the	 right	 to	 vote.	 The	 NAACP
wanted	people	to	understand	the	importance	of	voting.	They	wanted	minorities	to	know
that	everyone	could	make	a	difference	if	they	voted.

Directions:	 Today,	 any	 citizen	 who	 is	 18	 years	 or	 older	 can	 vote.	 Ballots	 are	 even
available	in	different	languages	to	help	keep	elections	fair	for	everyone.	But	many	people
still	do	not	vote.	Create	a	poster	below	that	encourages	people	to	get	out	and	vote	in	the



next	presidential	election.



	Election	Cryptograms	Vocabulary	Puzzle	
Directions:	In	the	puzzles	below,	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	stands	for	another	letter.	You
must	break	the	code	to	solve	the	puzzles.	Part	of	the	code	is	given	below	to	help	get	you
started.	Hint:	All	the	answers	are	election–related	vocabulary	words.

F	=	A Z	=	E Q	=	I Y	=	O B	=	U

C	=	D P	=	V H	=	P D	=	C

1. Two	or	more	people	discuss	issues	during	this.

2. This	is	what	you	cast	on	Election	Day.

3. This	is	where	you	go	to	vote.

4. This	is	a	person	who	is	running	for	political	office.

5. Candidates	have	to	work	hard	on	this	“trail”	to	get	votes.

6. A	party’s	platform,	or	policy,	is	stated	at	this	meeting	that	lasts	for	days.

7. This	is	the	day	the	new	president	takes	office.



	Calculate	and	Color	Elections	Puzzle	
Directions:	Solve	the	problems	below.	Then,	using	the	key	below,	color	in	the	picture	to
find	the	answer	to	the	question	at	the	bottom.

Key

18	=	red 24	=	white 100	=	blue

Question:	What	do	good	citizens	do	on	Election	Day?

Answer

____ ____ ____ ____



The	U.S.	Constitution

Students	know	how	fundamental	values	and	principles	of	American	democracy
are	expressed	in	documents	such	as	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	the
Preamble	to	the	United	States	Constitution,	and	the	Bill	of	Rights,	as	well	as	in
American	songs,	stories,	and	speeches.

Students	will	analyze	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	and	synthesize	the	information
in	a	variety	of	ways.

Paired	Texts	Reading	and	Activities
* It’s	in	the	Constitution!(pages	21–22)—Tell	students	to	read	the	poem	on	page	21.

Then,	 read	 the	poem	 together	as	a	class.	Have	students	pick	 their	 favorite	 stanzas
and	create	illustrations	for	them.	Select	a	few	students	to	read	the	stanzas	they	chose
and	share	their	illustrations	with	the	class.	Next,	direct	students	to	complete	page	22
independently	using	red	and	blue	colored	pencils.	Go	over	the	answers	as	a	class.

* Election	Laws	 (page	23)—Have	each	student	 read	 the	 informational	 text	on	page
23	with	a	pencil	in	hand.	Ask	students	to	underline	the	laws	listed	in	the	text.	Once
they	finish	reading,	go	over	as	a	class	the	reasons	why	laws	are	created.	Then,	guide
students	to	discuss	in	pairs	why	they	think	election	laws	were	created.	Ask	students
to	write	new	election	 laws	or	amend	one	of	 the	 laws	 that	 they	do	not	agree	with.
Have	students	pair	share	their	thoughts.	Ask	student	volunteers	to	share	their	newly
created	or	amended	laws	with	the	class.

* Presidential	 Requirements	 and	 Rules	 (page	 24)—Direct	 students	 to	 use
information	 from	 both	 the	 poem	 and	 the	 informational	 passage	 to	 complete	 the
graphic	organizer.	After	students	have	completed	the	assignment,	draw	the	graphic
organizer	 on	 the	 board.	Have	 students	 share	 their	 answers	 and	write	 them	on	 the
board.

* I	 Think…	 Because…	 (page	 25)—With	 this	 activity,	 students	 will	 write	 their
opinions	 on	 particular	 election	 laws.	 Before	 students	 begin	 this	 writing	 activity,
discuss	and	review	any	opinionwriting	strategies	students	have	previously	learned	in
class.	When	 students	 are	 finished,	 ask	 volunteers	 to	 share	 their	 opinions	with	 the
class.

Primary	Source	Connection
* Too	Many	Terms?	Primary	Source	(pages	26–27)—Study	the	primary	source	and



read	 the	background	 information	on	page	26	with	 students.	Ask	 students	 to	 think
about	 how	 they	 feel	 about	 the	 two-term	 limit	 on	 presidents.	 Consider	 providing
some	 additional	 background	 information	 on	President	 Franklin	Delano	Roosevelt.
Tell	students	they	need	to	have	strong	reasons	to	support	their	opinions.	Then,	have
them	complete	page	27	independently.	Ask	students	to	share	their	opinions	with	two
other	students.

Puzzle	Time!
* Election	Laws	Crossword	Puzzle	(page	28)—Students	will	enjoy	completing	this

crossword	puzzle	made	from	the	vocabulary	words	for	this	lesson.

* Presidential	 Birthplaces	 Puzzle	 (page	 29)—Students	 will	 have	 fun	 finding	 out
where	presidents	were	born	by	using	a	code	that	is	provided.

Answer	Key
It’s	in	the	Constitution!	(page	22)

Election	laws	are	written	in	the	Declaration
of	Independence.	(F)

You	must	have	been	born	in	the
United	States	to	be	the	president.	(T)

You	must	have	lived	in	the	United	States	for
the	last	14	years	to	be	president.	(T)

You	have	to	be	at	least	34	to	be
president.	(F)

You	must	be	at	least	21	years	old	to	vote.	(F) Elections	are	a	fair	way	to	pick	a
president.	(T)

False	sentences	rewritten	to	be	true:

Election	laws	are	written	in	the	Constitution.

You	have	to	be	at	least	35	to	be	president.

You	must	be	at	least	18	years	old	to	vote.

Presidential	Requirements	and	Rules	(page	24)

Possible	answers	include	the	following:	born	in	the	United	States;	lived	in	the	United
States	for	the	last	14	years;	35	years	old	or	older;	serves	one	four-year	term;	can	serve
another	term	if	elected;	can	only	be	elected	twice;	&	can	serve	for	a	maximum	of	10
years.

Election	Laws	Crossword	Puzzle	(page	28)

Across Down

1.	vice	president 2.	private

5.	document 3.	requirements

8.	natural-born 4.	Constitution



	 6.	term

	 7.	resident

Presidential	Birthplaces	Puzzle	(page	29)

1.	Clinton

2.	Wilson

3.	Nixon

4.	Truman

5.	Lincoln

Bonus	Answer:	They	all	end	with	the	letter	n.



	It’s	in	the	Constitution!	

If	the	election	rules	are	causing	confusion,
look	no	further	than	the	U.S.	Constitution.
It	lists	the	country’s	rules	and	laws,
which	make	elections	fair	for	all.

If	you	are	18	years	or	older,
you	can	be	a	registered	voter.
You	can	pick	the	president,
the	next	White	House	resident!

But	to	be	the	person	in	charge,
the	list	of	rules	is	pretty	large.
A	local	for	14	years	or	more,
Who’s	at	least	35,	not	34.
Being	born	in	the	U.S.	is	a	must,
otherwise,	your	campaign	will	be	a	bust.

This	is	what	our	Constitution	states,
it	sure	does	help	make	our	country	great!
It	clearly	outlines	what	it	takes
to	vote	or	be	the	next	Chief	of	State.



Directions:	 Use	 the	 poem	 to	 help	 you	 label	 the	 statements	 below	 true	 or	 false.	 If	 a
statement	is	true,	color	the	box	blue.	If	the	statement	is	false,	draw	a	red	“X”	on	the	box.
At	the	bottom	of	the	page,	rewrite	the	false	statements	to	be	true.

Election	laws	are	written	in	the	Declaration	of
Independence.

You	must	have	been	born	in	the	United
States	to	be	the	president.

You	must	have	lived	in	the	United	States	for
the	last	14	years	to	be	president.

You	have	to	be	at	least	34	to	be
president.

You	must	be	at	least	21	years	old	to	vote. Elections	are	a	fair	way	to	pick	a
president.





	Election	Laws	

Are	you	allowed	to	run	around	in	your	classroom?	Do	your	parents	let	you	eat	food	in
your	bedroom?	Are	you	allowed	to	ride	a	bike	without	a	helmet?	You	have	rules	in	your
school,	at	home,	and	in	your	community.	There	are	rules,	or	laws,	for	our	country,	too.
They	are	written	in	the	United	States	Constitution.	This	document	lists	the	laws.	It	tells
how	our	government	works.

One	law	states	when	elections	will	be	held.	Elections	for	presidents	are	held	every	four
years.	Election	Day	is	always	the	Tuesday	after	the	first	Monday	in	November.

Not	 everyone	 can	 run	 for	 president.	 First,	 you	 must	 be	 a	 natural-born	 citizen.	 This
means	that	you	were	born	in	the	United	States.	You	must	be	at	least	35	years	old.	Also,
you	must	have	been	living	in	the	United	States	for	the	past	14	years.

There	are	also	laws	for	the	vice	president.	The	person	running	for	president	picks	his	or
her	vice	president.	If	the	president	cannot	serve	for	any	reason,	the	vice	president	takes
over.	The	vice	president	must	meet	all	the	same	requirements	as	the	president	and	must
have	lived	in	a	different	state	from	the	president.

When	the	president	 is	elected,	 there	are	more	laws	to	follow.	The	president	can	serve
two	four-year	terms.	But	that	is	it!	You	can	only	be	president	twice.	However,	a	person
can	be	president	for	10	years,	not	just	eight.	How?	Well	some	presidents	take	office	in
the	middle	of	a	term.	This	might	happen	if	a	president	dies	while	in	office	or	leaves	for
some	reason.	The	new	president	can	serve	the	remaining	years	in	the	current	term	and
then	may	run	for	president	for	one	or	two	more	terms.	Their	years	in	office	cannot	be
greater	than	ten	years,	though.

There	are	also	 laws	for	voting.	 In	 the	past,	not	everyone	could	vote.	Only	white	men
over	 21	 could	 vote.	 Women,	 African	 Americans,	 American	 Indians,	 and	 other
minorities	could	not	vote.	Changes	were	made	to	the	Constitution.	Now,	every	citizen
18	or	older	has	the	right	to	vote.	You	just	have	to	register	first!	And	you	have	the	right
to	vote	in	private.	This	is	why	there	are	voting	booths.	No	one	can	bully	you	or	force
you	 to	vote	 for	 someone	you	do	not	want	 to.	All	 these	 laws	help	keep	elections	 fair,
equal,	and	just	for	everyone.

Directions:	 If	 you	 had	 to	 write	 a	 new
election	law	for	the	Constitution,	what	would
it	 be?	 Or,	 if	 you	 could	 amend	 one	 of	 the
laws,	which	one	would	it	be	and	why?	What
would	 you	 change	 about	 it?	 Discuss	 your
thoughts	with	a	partner.



	Presidential	Requirements	and	Rules	
Directions:Use	 the	 information	 from	 both	 texts	 to	write	 details	 in	 the	wheel	 about	 the
requirements	to	be	president.



	I	Think…	Because…	
Directions:	Complete	 the	 thought	bubbles	below	by	writing	your	opinions	about	certain
election	 laws.	Circle	 fair	or	not	 fair	 in	each	sentence.	Then,	be	sure	 to	provide	a	strong
reason	for	each	opinion.



	Too	Many	Terms?	Primary	Source	

Primary	Source	Background	Information
In	1940,	Franklin	Delano	Roosevelt	had	already	served	two	terms	as	president.	He	had
been	president	for	eight	years.	Back	then,	there	was	not	a	law	that	limited	a	president	to
two	terms.	So,	in	1940,	President	Roosevelt	ran	for	a	third	term,	and	he	won!	He	went
on	 to	 win	 a	 fourth	 term,	 too.	 Roosevelt	 was	 in	 office	 from	 1933	 to	 1945.	 He	 led
America	during	World	War	II.	During	his	fourth	term,	he	passed	away.	This	campaign
button	was	used	by	Republicans	in	1940.	Roosevelt	was	a	Democrat.	The	Republicans
did	not	think	Roosevelt	should	run	for	a	third	term.	In	1947,	the	22nd	Amendment	was
passed.	 It	 limited	a	president	 to	 two	 terms.	Roosevelt	was	 the	only	president	 to	serve
more	than	two	terms.

Directions:	Read	the	text	in	the	box.	Then,	share	your	opinions	in	a	paragraph.	Be	sure
to	include	clear	examples	and	reasons	that	support	your	opinions.

President	Franklin	Delano	Roosevelt	helped	lead	America	out	of	the	Great	Depression.
He	 also	 helped	win	World	War	 II.	Many	people	 consider	 him	 to	 be	 one	 of	 the	 best
presidents	 in	United	States	history.	Other	people	believe	 that	he	should	not	have	run



for	a	third	term.	It	was	an	“unwritten	law”	back	then	that	presidents	should	only	serve
two	 terms.	George	Washington	did	not	 run	 for	a	 third	 term.	He	said	eight	years	was
enough	for	any	president.	Was	President	Roosevelt	right	to	run	for	a	third	term	and	a
fourth	term?	For	what	reasons	was	it	a	good	idea	to	pass	a	law	that	limits	a	president	to
two	terms?



	Election	Laws	Crossword	Puzzle	
Directions:	Use	 the	 clues	 to	 complete	 the	 puzzle	with	 the	words	 given	 in	 the	Word

Bank.

Word	Bank

Constitution document natural-born private

requirements resident term vice	president

Across

1.	ranks	just	below	the	president

5.	an	official	paper

8.	born	in	the	United	States

Down

2.	not	known	by	the	public

3.	necessities

4.	the	set	of	laws	for	our	country

6.	the	length	of	time	a	person	is	in	office

7.	local	inhabitant





	Presidential	Birthplaces	Puzzle	
Directions:	To	be	president	of	the	United	States,	you	have	to	be	born	in	the	United	States.
Use	 the	 number	 chart	 to	 help	 you	 find	 out	which	 presidents	were	 born	 in	 the	 locations
listed	below.

1.	Hope,	Arkansas

2.	Staunton,	Virginia

3.	Yorba	Linda,	California

4.	Lamar,	Missouri

5.	Hodgenville,	Kentucky

Bonus	Question:	What	do	the	last	names	of	these	presidents	all	have	in	common?



The	Presidency

Students	know	the	major	duties,	powers,	privileges,	and	limitations	of	a	position
of	leadership	(e.g.,	class	president,	mayor,	state	senator,	tribal	chairperson,
president	of	the	United	States);	and	know	how	to	evaluate	the	strengths	and
weaknesses	of	candidates	in	terms	of	the	qualifications	required	for	a	particular
leadership	role

Students	will	analyze	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	and	synthesize	the	information
in	a	variety	of	ways.

Paired	Texts	Reading	and	Activities
* For	 the	 Greater	 Good	 (pages	 32–33)—Tell	 students	 to	 read	 the	 science	 fiction

story	on	page	32.	Discuss	the	characteristics	of	science	fiction	with	the	class.	Take	a
class	survey	and	ask	students	if	they	believe	this	story	could	have	happened.	Have
students	justify	their	responses.	Then,	direct	students	to	individually	complete	page
33.	Have	volunteers	share	their	drawings	and	dialogue	with	the	class.

* One	Tough	Job	(page	34)—Have	each	student	read	the	informational	text	on	page
34	with	a	pencil	 in	hand.	Tell	 them	 to	underline	all	 the	characteristics	a	president
should	have.	Ask	students	 to	circle	all	 the	duties	a	president	has.	Once	they	finish
reading,	 have	 students	 compile	 a	 list	 of	 10	 characteristics	 they	 think	 a	 president
should	have.	Direct	them	to	rank	the	list	in	order	of	importance.	Then,	have	students
share	their	lists	with	partners.

* Characteristics	of	a	President	(page	35)—Have	students	use	information	from	the
informational	 passage	 to	 complete	 the	 graphic	 organizer	 on	 this	 page.	 Then,	 tell
them	 to	use	 the	 science	 fiction	 story	 to	 answer	 the	 text-dependent	 question	 at	 the
bottom	of	the	page.	Go	over	student	responses	as	a	class.

* President	Trading	Cards	 (page	36)—Before	 the	class	begins,	write	 the	names	of
the	presidents	on	scraps	of	paper	and	throw	them	in	a	hat.	If	you	would	like,	leave
some	of	 the	 lesser-known	presidents	 out	 of	 the	 hat.	Direct	 each	 student	 to	 pick	 a
president	out	of	the	hat.	Have	students	research	their	presidents	using	library	books
or	the	Internet	and	create	trading	cards	for	their	presidents.	Allow	students	time	to
swap	trading	cards	to	learn	about	different	presidents	and	their	characteristics.

Primary	Source	Connection
* White	House	Primary	Source	(pages	37–38)—Study	the	primary	source	and	read



the	background	information	on	page	37	with	students.	Ask	if	any	students	have	ever
visited	 the	White	 House	 and	 ask	 them	 to	 share	 their	 experiences	 with	 the	 class.
Have	 students	 complete	 page	 38.	 Divide	 the	 class	 into	 groups	 to	 make	 short
presentations	of	the	changes	they	would	make.	Tell	students	to	ask	questions	about
each	presentation.	Explain	 that	each	presenter	should	answer	at	 least	one	question
about	his	or	her	presentation.

Puzzle	Time!
* Vocabulary	 Picture	 Puzzle	 (page	 39)—Students	 will	 enjoy	 putting	 the	 puzzle

pieces	together	to	connect	the	pictures	with	the	correct	vocabulary	words.

* Wartime	 Presidents	 Puzzle	 (page	 40)—Students	 will	 have	 fun	 connecting	 each
president’s	picture	to	the	war	that	took	place	during	his	presidential	term(s).

Answer	Key
Characteristics	of	a	President	(page	35)

President Characteristic

George	H.W.	Bush military	experience

Jimmy	Carter good	communication	skills

Dwight	D.	Eisenhower military	experience

John	F.	Kennedy good	leadership	skills

Abraham	Lincoln smart

Franklin	D.	Roosevelt good	at	making	decisions

George	Washington military	experience

Students’	answers	on	Eisenhower	will	vary	but	should	have	text	evidence	to	support
their	opinions.

President	Trading	Cards	(page	36)

Trading	cards	will	vary	but	should	 include	 the	names	and	pictures	of	 the	presidents,
the	years	they	were	in	office,	and	characteristics	of	the	presidents.

Vocabulary	Picture	Puzzle	(page	39)

communication	goes	with	Roosevelt	picture	amendment	goes	with	19th
Amendment	picture	experience	goes	with	Eisenhower	picture	nuclear	war	goes	with
explosion	picture	peace	treaty	goes	with	Camp	David	Accords	picture

Wartime	Presidents	Puzzle	(page	40)

The	War	of	1812	=	James	Madison

The	Civil	War	=	Abraham	Lincoln



World	War	I	=	Woodrow	Wilson

World	War	II	=	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt

The	Vietnam	War	=	Lyndon	B.	Johnson

The	War	on	Terror	=	George	W.	Bush



	For	the	Greater	Good	
It	was	the	middle	of	February	1954,	and	President	Eisenhower	was	not	happy.	He	should
have	been	on	vacation	in	Palm	Springs.	Instead,	he	was	in	New	Mexico.

“I’m	the	president!	What	do	you	mean	you	can’t	tell	me	what	this	is	all	about?”	barked	the
president	as	he	entered	the	bunker	at	Holloman	Air	Force	Base.

“I	 understand	 your	 frustration,	Mr.	 President.	 You	 will	 learn	 soon	 enough	 what	 this	 is
about,”	remarked	John	Dulles,	the	secretary	of	state.	He	led	the	president	down	a	narrow
staircase.	With	each	step,	the	men	descended	deeper	underground.	The	two	men	turned	a
corner	to	find	10	guards	with	large	guns	and	two	men	in	suits.	One	man	was	Charles	E.
Wilson,	the	secretary	of	defense.	The	other	man	was	J.	Edgar	Hoover,	the	director	of	the
FBI.

“Well	if	you	two	are	here	then	this	must	be	big,”	remarked	the	stunned	president.

“We’ve	had	an	incident,	Mr.	President,”	mumbled	Wilson.

“That’s	what	you’re	calling	it?”	huffed	Hoover,	rolling	his	eyes.

A	heavy	steel	door	with	a	“No	Entry”	sign	was	forcibly	flung	open	by	two	of	the	guards.
The	four	government	 leaders	entered	 the	poorly	 lit,	damp	room.	There	was	a	 large	steel
table	in	the	middle	of	the	room	with	two	people	seated	with	their	backs	to	the	door.	As	the
president	walked	past	the	table,	he	stopped	abruptly.

“What	are	those?”	asked	the	president	in	disbelief.	He	couldn’t	comprehend	what	he	was
looking	at.	They	were	not	people.	They	were	not	human.	What	were	they?

“Mr.	President,	these	are	extraterrestrial	beings.	They	claim	to	be	explorers	from	another
world—a	world	in	a	distant	galaxy,”	Wilson	calmly	stated.

It	 took	 the	president	quite	 some	 time	 to	wrap	his	head	around	what	was	happening.	He
stood	silent.	He	couldn’t	understand	why	everyone	was	acting	so	calm.	For	heaven’s	sake,
there	were	aliens	in	the	room!	If	the	public	found	out,	there	would	be	mass	chaos.

After	days	of	discussion,	the	president	and	his	men	felt	confident	that	the	extraterrestrials
were	peaceful	explorers	who	meant	no	harm.	Intergalactic	peace	treaties	were	signed.

“The	world	does	not	need	to	know	about	any	of	this.	The	human	race	is	not	ready	for	such
news.	For	 the	greater	good,	we	must	keep	all	 this	 from	 the	public,”	 stated	 the	president
firmly.	Everyone	present	agreed.	The	treaties	and	other	files	were	sealed	in	a	special	folder
labeled	with	an	“X”	and	taken	back	to	FBI	headquarters.

Little	did	these	four	men	know	that	in	the	next	decade,	the	United	States	would	be	sending
its	own	explorers	into	space.	To	this	date,	the	seal	on	the	X	files	has	yet	to	be	broken.

Directions:	Visualizing	can	help	you	better	understand	a	story.	Think	about	the	story	you
read.	What	do	you	think	the	aliens	look	like?	What	do	you	think	they	say	to	the	president?
Draw	 a	 detailed	 picture	 in	 the	 box	 below.	 Then,	 write	 dialogue	 that	 shows	 the	 aliens’
peaceful	intentions.





	One	Tough	Job	
Being	president	can	be	fun.	You	live	in	the	White	House.	You	have	your	own	chef.	You
get	 to	 fly	 in	your	own	airplane.	And	you	get	 to	be	 in	 charge	of	 the	 entire	 country!	But
being	president	is	also	one	tough	job.

Presidents	have	to	be	good	at	making	decisions.	They	make	big	choices	that	can	change
the	whole	world.	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	had	to	decide	if	America	should	join	the
fight	 in	World	War	 II.	When	America	did	 enter	 the	war,	 he	made	decisions	 that	 helped
bring	the	war	to	an	end.

Presidents	also	have	to	have	great	communication	skills.	They	have	to	talk	to	leaders	from
other	countries.	President	Jimmy	Carter	had	to	work	with	the	leaders	of	Egypt	and	Israel.
The	 two	countries	had	been	at	war	 for	years.	Carter	got	 the	 leaders	 to	 agree	 to	 a	peace
treaty.

Presidents	 must	 be	 smart.	 They	 have	 to	 know	 which	 laws	 to	 approve	 and	 reject.	 The
Constitution	 lists	 the	 laws	 for	 the	United	 States.	 Changes	made	 to	 the	Constitution	 are
called	amendments.	President	Abraham	Lincoln	signed	the	13th	Amendment,	which	made
slavery	illegal.

Presidents	need	to	be	good	leaders.	They	not	only	lead	our	country,	but	also	our	military.
They	are	in	charge	of	the	armed	forces.	They	meet	with	military	leaders	and	work	to	keep
our	 country	 and	 the	 world	 safe.	 President	 John	 F.	 Kennedy	 had	 to	 meet	 with	 military
leaders	to	find	a	way	to	avoid	a	nuclear	war	with	the	Soviet	Union	(now	Russia).

Presidents	must	have	a	wide	variety	of	experiences.	It	is	a	difficult	and	stressful	job.	Most
people	who	become	president	have	worked	in	the	government.	Many	of	them	have	good
educations.	Some	presidents	have	military	experience.	President	George	H.W.	Bush	was	a
pilot	in	World	War	II.	President	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower	was	a	general	in	that	war,	and	he
helped	bring	about	victory	and	peace.	President	George	Washington	led	the	army	during
the	American	Revolution.

Not	everyone	is	fit	to	be	president.	That	is	why	voting	is	so	vital.	People	need	to	vote	for
the	person	who	will	be	 the	best	 leader	 for	our	country.	They	need	 to	choose	a	president
who	will	make	choices	that	are	in	the	best	interest	of	our	country	and	its	citizens.

Directions:	 Make	 a	 top-10	 list	 of	 characteristics	 you	 feel	 a	 candidate	 running	 for
president	should	have.	When	you	have	finished	your	list,	rate	each	characteristic	on	a
scale	of	1	to	10,	with	10	being	the	most	important.	Compare	your	list	with	a	partner.



	Characteristics	of	a	President	
Directions:	Use	 the	 information	from	the	One	Tough	Job	 text	 to	write	characteristics	of
the	presidents	listed	below.	Then,	answer	the	questions	at	the	bottom	of	the	page.

President Characteristic

George	H.W.	Bush 	

Jimmy	Carter 	

Dwight	D.	Eisenhower 	

John	F.	Kennedy 	

Abraham	Lincoln 	

Franklin	D.	Roosevelt 	

George	Washington 	

In	 the	 science	 fiction	 text,	why	does	President	Eisenhower	decide	not	 to	 tell	Americans
about	the	alien	visitors?	Do	you	think	he	makes	the	right	decision?	Does	this	make	him	a
good	president?	Why	or	why	not?	Use	evidence	from	the	text	to	support	your	answer.



	President	Trading	Cards	
Directions:	Research	your	president	using	books	and	the	Internet.	Then,	create	a	trading
card	for	your	president.	On	the	front	of	the	card,	write	his	name	and	draw	a	picture	of	the
president.	On	the	back,	write	the	years	the	president	was	in	office	and	list	the	president’s
strongest	characteristics.	Cut	out	the	card	and	glue	the	two	sides	together.	Trade	cards	with
your	classmates	so	that	you	can	learn	more	about	each	president.

	

	

	



	White	House	Primary	Source	

Primary	Source	Background	Information

The	White	House	 is	 located	 at	 1600	 Pennsylvania	Avenue	 in	Washington,	D.C.	 It	 is
where	 the	 president	 lives	 and	 works.	 The	 White	 House	 has	 132	 rooms	 and	 35
bathrooms.	There	are	six	floors,	including	a	basement	and	a	sub-basement.	The	house
has	 eight	 staircases	 and	 three	 elevators.	 There	 is	 a	 huge	 kitchen	 and	 a	 staff	 that	 can
make	dinner	for	140	guests.	President	Nixon	built	a	bowling	alley	in	the	White	House.
President	 Ford	 installed	 an	 outdoor	 swimming	 pool.	 There	 is	 a	 jogging	 track	 and	 a
putting	green.	There	is	a	music	room	and	a	movie	theater.	There	was	a	tennis	court,	but
President	Obama	turned	it	into	a	basketball	court.	There	is	a	beautiful	rose	garden	and	a
large	vegetable	garden.

Jack	E.	Boucher,	Frances	Benjamin	Johnston,	Library	of	Congress

Directions:	Over	time,	presidents	and	their	wives	have	changed	the	White	House.	Some
have	 redecorated.	 Others	 have	 added	 things	 to	 it.	 Imagine	 you	 have	 just	 been	 elected
president.	 What	 will	 you	 change	 about	 the	 White	 House?	 Sketch	 pictures	 below	 to
illustrate	 your	 ideas.	 Then,	 write	 two	 sentences	 explaining	 your	 changes	 and	 why	 you
think	they	will	help	you	be	a	better	leader.





	Vocabulary	Picture	Puzzle	
Directions:	Read	each	sentence.	Complete	each	sentence	with	a	vocabulary	word	from	the
Word	 Bank.	 Which	 picture	 do	 you	 think	 best	 matches	 the	 vocabulary	 word	 in	 each
sentence?	 Cut	 out	 the	 puzzle	 pieces	 and	 put	 together	 each	 picture	 with	 the	 correct
sentence.

Word	Bank

peace	treaty communication amendment nuclear	war experience



	Wartime	Presidents	Puzzle	
Directions:	One	of	the	hardest	parts	about	being	a	president	is	leading	the	country	during
a	war.	These	leaders	had	to	do	just	that.	Draw	a	line	from	each	president	to	the	war	that
was	fought	during	his	term.	You	may	use	the	Internet	to	help	you.



Political	Parties

Students	know	how	the	values	and	principles	of	American	democracy	can	be
promoted	through	participating	in	government	(e.g.,	voting,	keeping	informed
about	public	issues,	writing	to	legislators,	serving	on	juries).

Students	will	analyze	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	and	synthesize	the	information
in	a	variety	of	ways.

Paired	Texts	Reading	and	Activities
* Frenemies	 for	No	Reason	 (pages	43–44)—Have	 students	 read	 the	 story	 on	 page

43.	Then,	go	over	the	directions	on	page	44	as	a	class.	Explain	that	their	options	can
be	fun	or	even	impossible	(for	example,	to	solve	a	problem	with	their	parents,	they
can	 offer	 to	 send	 them	 on	 vacation).	 Direct	 students	 to	 complete	 the	 page
individually.	Have	volunteers	share	the	solutions	they	chose	to	implement.

* Join	the	Party	(page	45)—Read	the	text	on	page	45	as	a	class.	During	the	reading,
have	students	circle	the	names	of	political	parties	and	underline	details	that	describe
the	parties	using	colored	pencils.	Then,	hold	a	class	discussion	on	the	importance	of
staying	 informed	on	public	 issues.	Explain	why	 it	 is	 important	 to	know	what	 and
who	 you	 are	 supporting	when	 joining	 a	 political	 party.	 Place	 students	 in	 pairs	 to
create	 posters	 with	 symbols	 and	 words	 to	 represent	 the	 political	 parties.	 (Note:
Research	may	be	needed	to	make	sure	their	posters	are	informative.)	Have	students
hang	their	posters	in	the	classroom.

* Comparing	Political	Parties	 (page	46)—Students	will	use	 information	from	both
the	fictional	story	and	the	informational	passage	to	complete	the	Venn	diagram	and
text-dependent	question	on	this	page.	After	students	have	completed	the	assignment,
have	them	share	their	responses	with	peers.

* Making	Your	Own	Platform	 (page	47)—Before	 this	 activity	 begins,	 discuss	 the
components	 of	 strong	 opinion	 writing	 as	 a	 class.	 Explain	 to	 students	 that	 they
should	 state	 their	 opinions	 clearly,	 support	 their	 opinions	with	 strong	 details,	 and
include	 strong	 conclusions	 on	 their	 paragraphs.	Go	over	 the	 directions	 as	 a	 class,
have	students	mark	their	opinions	on	page	47,	and	write	their	paragraphs.

Primary	Source	Connection
* Political	 Parties	 Cartoon	 Primary	 Source	 (page	 48–49)—Study	 the	 primary

source	on	page	 48	with	 students.	Have	 them	 read	 the	 background	 information	 in



pairs.	Go	over	page	49	 as	 a	 class.	Discuss	possible	 interpretations	of	 the	political
cartoon.	Then,	direct	pairs	of	students	to	complete	page	49.	Encourage	students	 to
research	the	views	of	the	political	parties	using	the	Internet	or	other	resources.

Puzzle	Time!
* Political	 Parties	Vocabulary	 Search	 (page	 50)—Students	 will	 enjoy	 completing

this	puzzle	that	lists	political	parties	through	history.

* Presidents’	Parties	Puzzle	 (page	51)—Students	will	 have	 fun	 figuring	out	which
presidents	belonged	 to	which	parties	using	pictures	 and	 letter	 clues.	To	make	 this
puzzle	easier,	give	students	access	to	a	list	of	the	presidents.

Answer	Key
Comparing	Political	Parties	(page	46)

Democratic	Party:	liberal;	strong	government;	create	opportunities	for	every
person;	support	economic	growth;	affordable	health	care	for	all	citizens;	support
social	groups;	donkey

Republican	Party:	conservative;	careful	about	spending	money;	strength	lies	with
people;	people	should	be	responsible	for	themselves;	people	should	keep	more	of	the
money	they	earn;	preserve	national	strength	and	pride;	elephant

Both:	have	ideas	about	how	government	should	work;	keep	our	nation	safe

Political	Parties	Vocabulary	Search	(page	50)

Presidents’	Parties	Puzzle	(page	51)

Democrat Republican

Franklin	Delano	Roosevelt Abraham	Lincoln

John	F.	Kennedy Theodore	Roosevelt

Bill	Clinton Ronald	Reagan

Bonus	Answer:	He	did	not	belong	to	a	political	party.	He	stayed	neutral.



	Frenemies	for	No	Reason	
by	Kiley	Smith

Debbie	and	Jasmine	came	from	two	perfectly	lovely	families	with	two	perfectly	different
worldviews.	Debbie’s	parents	were	Republicans.	Jasmine’s	parents	were	Democrats.	This,
although	 an	 adult	 matter,	 is	 what	 started	 the	 girls’	 feud.	 It	 created	 a	 wedge	 in	 their
friendship.

“Why	won’t	you	just	eat	the	sandwich?”	said	Jasmine	to	a	very	stubborn	Debbie.

“It’s	burnt	on	the	edges!	I’m	picky,	okay?”	Debbie	huffed.

“You’re	so	dorky,”	snapped	an	irritated	Jasmine.

“I	may	be	dorky,	but	at	 least	I’m	not	a	donkey!”	Debbie	retorted.	Jasmine	felt	offended,
but	she	recovered	quickly.

“Oh,	so	we’re	talking	about	politics	again?	Well	then,	if	I’m	a	donkey,	you	are	a	big,	fat,
stinky,	elephant!”

The	 two	friends	continued	 to	bicker,	not	noticing	 that	another	girl	had	sat	down	at	 their
table.	The	girl	interrupted	Debbie	and	Jasmine	with	a	loud	cough.

Jasmine	turned	to	the	girl	and	said	in	a	snarky	manner,	“Are	you	okay?”

Debbie	stood	up	and	sat	next	to	the	girl,	pushing	Jasmine	out	of	the	way.	“Hi!	I’m	Debbie.
What’s	your	name?”

The	 girl	 replied	 politely,	 “My	 name	 is	 Katherine.	 And	 I	 think	 you	 two	 are	 wrong	 to
bicker.”

Jasmine	and	Debbie	frowned,	“What	do	you	mean?”	they	both	asked	at	the	same	time.

“What	 I	 mean	 is,”	 Katherine	 began,	 “You	 girls	 are	 sixth	 graders.	 Why	 are	 you	 even
worried	about	political	parties?	You	should	be	able	to	be	friends	either	way.”

Debbie	and	Jasmine	looked	at	each	other.	Katherine	did	have	a	point.

“Also,	don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	follow	the	same	political	party	as	your	parents.	You’re
free	to	make	your	own	decisions	in	life,”	Katherine	declared.

Debbie	and	Jasmine	turned	to	each	other	and	realized	she	was	right.	The	two	girls	decided
to	go	home	and	do	some	reading	about	political	parties.	They	would	 then	choose	which
party	they	wanted	to	support.

The	next	day,	Debbie	and	Jasmine	sat	together	on	the	bus.

“I	decided	which	party	I	like	best!”	Jasmine	sang.

“Me	too!”	Debbie	declared.	“Let’s	say	it	on	three.	One	…	Two	…	.	Three!”

“Republican!”	Jasmine	shouted.

“Democrat!”	Debbie	exclaimed.

Directions:	What	 are	 some	 of	 the	 issues	 you	 face	 each	 day?	 They	might	 include	 how
much	homework	you	have,	dealing	with	peer	pressure,	or	finding	time	for	extracurricular



activities.	List	ten	issues	you	face.	Next,	pick	five	issues	and	suggest	solutions	for	them.
Finally,	pick	your	favorite	solution	and	describe	how	you	can	put	that	solution	in	action.

10	Important	Issues 5	Possible	Solutions

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	



Take	Action!



	Join	the	Party	
Political	 parties	 first	 began	 in	 1796.	 Our	 country	 was	 new.	 The	 government	 had	 just
started.	 People	 joined	 these	 parties.	 They	 had	 ideas	 about	 how	 the	 government	 should
work.	They	joined	other	people	who	had	the	same	ideas.

The	 first	 two	 parties	 were	 the	 Federalists	 and	 the	 Anti-Federalists.	 The	 Federalists
believed	 in	 a	 strong	 national	 government.	 The	 Anti.Federalists	 did	 not	 want	 a	 strong
national	government.	They	wanted	each	state	to	run	itself.

Party	names	and	 ideas	have	changed	over	 the	years.	Today,	we	have	 two	major	parties.
They	are	the	Democratic	and	Republican	parties.

The	Democratic	Party	is	said	to	be	liberal.	This	means	that	they	are	open	to	new	ideas	and
ways	of	behaving	that	are	not	traditional.	They	also	believe	in	a	strong	government.	Their
website	 says	 that	 the	 party	 wants	 to	 keep	 our	 nation	 safe.	 They	 want	 to	 create
opportunities	 for	 every	 person.	 They	 support	 strong	 economic	 growth.	 They	 want
affordable	 health	 care	 for	 all	 citizens.	Democrats	 support	 social	 groups.	 They	want	 the
government	to	provide	services	for	the	people.	Their	symbol	is	the	donkey.

The	Republican	Party	started	in	1854.	Republicans	are	said	to	be	conservative.	This	means
that	 they	 believe	 in	 the	 traditional	 practices	 in	 society.	 Their	 website	 tells	 what	 they
believe.	They	believe	 that	 the	strength	of	our	country	 lies	with	 the	people.	They	believe
that	people	should	be	responsible	for	 themselves.	They	also	believe	that	 the	government
should	be	careful	with	its	money,	and	people	should	be	able	 to	keep	more	of	 the	money
they	earn.	They	think	the	government	should	only	give	services	that	cannot	be	done	by	the
people.	They	say	that	we	should	value	and	preserve	our	national	strength	and	pride.	Their
symbol	is	the	elephant.

There	are	a	lot	of	smaller	parties,	too.	These	“third	parties”	have	ideas	that	are	important
to	a	lot	of	people.	Third	parties	give	citizens	more	choices.	This	is	helpful	for	people	who
do	not	agree	with	the	two	main	political	parties.

Directions:	Choose	one	of	 the	 two	main	political	parties.	Create	a	poster	 that	 shows
symbols	 and	 words	 that	 represent	 that	 political	 party.	 Conduct	 further	 research	 as
necessary	 to	 make	 sure	 your	 poster	 is	 informative.	 Be	 sure	 to	 include	 images	 and
visuals	to	support	your	details.



	Comparing	Political	Parties	
Directions:	 Use	 the	 information	 from	 Join	 the	 Party	 on	 page	 45	 to	 compare	 the
Democratic	Party	to	the	Republican	Party.	Then,	answer	the	question	below.

In	 what	 ways	 did	 the	 differences	 listed	 in	 your	 Venn	 diagram	 affect	 the	 friendship
between	 Debbie	 and	 Jasmine?	 Write	 your	 answer	 on	 the	 back	 of	 this	 page.	 Use
examples	from	Frenemies	for	No	Reason	to	support	your	answer.
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