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Chapter	1

The	Victoria	Cross	Before	1879

he	 Distinguished	 Conduct	Medal	 was	 instituted	 on	 4	 December	 1854	 for
gallantry	in	the	field	performed	by	‘other	ranks’	of	the	British	army,	and	the

Conspicuous	Gallantry	Medal	was	established	on	13	August	1855	as	 the	naval
equivalent	of	the	DCM,	but	there	was	no	universal	medal	that	could	be	awarded
for	all	ranks	of	the	British	armed	forces.	However,	stories	of	the	gallantry	being
performed	by	her	 soldiers	 in	 the	Crimea,	 set	 against	 reports	 from	 the	 first	war
correspondents	 of	 their	 neglect	 and	 suffering	 which	 was	 causing	 discontent
among	the	British	public,	prompted	Queen	Victoria	to	try	to	do	something	within
her	 power	 to	 give	 them	 recognition.	 Consequently,	 the	 Victoria	 Cross	 was
instituted	by	her	royal	warrant	on	29	January	1856,	and	111	men	who	fought	in
the	Crimean	campaign	became	the	first	recipients	for	‘conspicuous	bravery	and
devotion	to	country	in	the	presence	of	the	enemy’.	Rank,	long	service	or	wound
was	to	have	no	special	influence	on	who	qualified	for	the	award.

Queen	Victoria	took	a	great	interest	in	the	establishment	of	the	award	and	in
the	design	of	 the	medal.	Prince	Albert	 suggested	 that	 it	 should	be	named	after
her,	and	the	original	motto	was	to	have	been	‘For	the	Brave’,	but	Victoria	was	of
the	opinion	that	this	would	lead	to	the	inference	that	only	those	who	had	got	the
cross	were	considered	to	be	brave,	and	decided	that	‘For	Valour’	would	be	more
suitable.	The	design	was	not	 to	be	particularly	ornate	 and	not	of	high	metallic
value.	All	 the	medals	have	been	cast	 from	 the	bronze	cascabels	believed	 to	be
from	two	guns	(said	to	be	of	Chinese	origin),	that	the	British	had	captured	from
the	Russians	at	Sebastopol.	The	original	ribbons	for	the	medal	were	blue	for	the
navy	 and	 crimson	 for	 the	 army.	 Queen	 Victoria	 thought	 that	 ‘the	 person
decorated	with	the	Victoria	Cross	might	properly	be	allowed	to	bear	a	distinctive
mark	 after	 their	 name’.	 She	 pointed	 out	 that	 at	 that	 time	 ‘VC’	 meant	 ‘Vice-
Chancellor’,	 and	 she	 suggested	 ‘DVC’	 (Decorated	with	 the	Victoria	Cross)	 or



‘BVC’	 (Bearer	 of	 the	 Victoria	 Cross).	 However,	 the	 simple	 ‘VC’	 was	 finally
agreed	on.	Upon	its	 institution	it	carried	an	annuity	of	 ten	pounds.	Many	rank-
and-file	 soldiers	 who	 gained	 the	 Victoria	 Cross	 are	 known	 to	 have	 felt	 great
satisfaction	at	the	fact	that	military	regulations	state	that	all	officers	must	salute	a
man	of	any	rank	who	passes	by	them	wearing	the	Victoria	Cross	on	his	breast.

The	 first	man	 to	 perform	 a	 deed	 that	would	 be	 rewarded	with	 the	Victoria
Cross	was	Mate	Charles	Davis	Lucas	 on	 21	 June	 1854,	whilst	 serving	 aboard
HMS	Hecla	during	the	bombardment	of	Bomarsund	in	the	Baltic	Sea.	The	first
eighty-five	 recipient	 announcements	 were	 published	 in	 a	 supplement	 to	 the
London	Gazette	for	24	February	1857,	most	of	them	extremely	understated,	and
the	first	named	was	Lieutenant	William	Buckley	of	HMS	Miranda,	Royal	Navy.
The	first	investiture	took	place	at	Hyde	Park	in	London	on	26	June	1857,	when
sixty-two	 Crimean	 veterans	 received	 the	 medal	 from	 the	 Queen	 herself	 in	 a
ceremony	which	is	said	to	have	taken	only	about	ten	minutes.	She	performed	the
deed	 in	 the	 rather	 awkward	 position	 of	 side-saddle	 on	 a	 horse,	 presumably
because	most	of	the	men	were	tall	and	it	would	be	easier	for	her	to	reach	them,
and	she	actually	pinned	the	medal	to	the	skin	of	Commander	Raby,	who	was	first
in	the	queue	and	therefore	became	the	first	man	ever	to	wear	the	Victoria	Cross
—literally!	It	seems	she	didn’t	get	much	better	with	practice,	as	she	did	it	again
to	Lieutenant	Graham	who	was	twenty-fourth	in	line.	The	Queen	recorded	in	her
diary	 ‘it	was	 indeed	a	most	proud,	gratifying	day’.	However,	even	after	 seeing
men	 in	 the	 line	 with	 limbs	 and	 eyes	 missing,	 and	 other	 disfigurements,	 it	 is
unlikely	that	she	or	any	British	civilians	really	understood	what	horrors	they	had
witnessed	and	experienced	to	gain	the	award.

Prior	 to	 the	beginning	of	 the	Anglo-Zulu	War	 in	January	1879,	 the	Victoria
Cross	had	been	awarded	345	times	for	actions	in	the	Crimea	and	throughout	the
empire;	 the	most	 being	 awarded	 in	 India—182	 for	 the	 Indian	Mutiny,	 and	 six
more	for	other	campaigns	there.

Numerous	sources	have	stated	 that	 the	most	Victoria	Crosses	awarded	for	a
single	 action	 were	 gained	 for	 the	 defence	 of	 Rorke’s	 Drift	 on	 22-23	 January
1879,	during	 the	Anglo-Zulu	War.	However,	while	 the	eleven	Victoria	Crosses
for	 that	 battle	 has	 never	 been	 equalled	 since,	 and	 although	 it	 did	 produce	 the
record	of	seven	Victoria	Crosses	awarded	to	one	regiment	for	a	single	action,	my
original	research	from	1992	to	1994	for	compiling	The	Chronological	Roll	of	the
Victoria	Cross	first	brought	to	light	that	there	were	three	prior	superlatives.

At	 that	 time,	I	carried	out	a	comprehensive	study	of	all	 the	citations	for	 the



Victoria	Cross	which	were	announced	in	the	London	Gazette	from	24	February
1857	to	date,	and	my	findings	were	published	in	my	1994	book	Deeds	of	Valour,
announcing	that	the	superlative	award	of	the	Victoria	Cross	for	a	single	action	is
the	twenty	awarded	for	the	first	attack	on	the	Great	Redan	at	Sebastopol	on	18
June	1855,	during	the	Crimean	War.	This	is	followed	by	the	seventeen	awarded
for	the	assault	on	the	Sikandar	Bagh	at	Lucknow,	during	the	Indian	Mutiny,	on
16	November	1857,	and	the	twelve	(probably	thirteen)	for	the	second	attack	on
the	Great	Redan	on	8	September	1855.

Some	 military	 enthusiasts	 I	 have	 consulted	 still	 want	 to	 believe	 that	 the
eleven	 Victoria	 Crosses	 awarded	 to	 the	 defenders	 of	 Rorke’s	 Drift	 should	 be
recognised	as	the	highest,	based	on	the	fact	that	it	was	an	individual	fight,	while
the	assault	on	the	Sikandar	Bagh	was	part	of	a	continuing	battle	(the	twenty-four
Victoria	Crosses	gained	at	Lucknow	on	16-17	November	1857	was	the	most	for
a	single	 twenty-four	hour	period),	and	the	men	who	were	awarded	the	Victoria
Cross	 for	 both	 attacks	 on	 the	 Redan	 performed	 other	 acts	 of	 gallantry	 which
were	 recorded.	My	 theory	 is	 that	 if	 an	action	 is	mentioned	 in	a	Victoria	Cross
citation	 then	 it	 should	be	 included	 in	 the	 total	 number	 for	 that	 particular	man,
and	should	not	be	devalued	because	other	deeds	are	quoted	in	the	same	citation.
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Chapter	2

The	Rise	of	the	Zulu	Nation

or	most	of	the	nineteenth	century,	South	Africa	was	disturbed	by	continuous
friction	between	its	mixed	populations.	After	British	troops	had	twice	seized

the	Cape	 from	 the	Dutch	 at	 the	 turn	 of	 the	 century,	 settlers	 began	 to	 arrive	 in
1820,	 and	 as	 they	 expanded	 the	 frontier	 there	 were	 many	 disputes	 over	 land
boundaries	 between	 Cape	 Colonists	 and	 African	 Bantu	 tribes,	 which	 kept	 the
British	Army	 on	 constant	 alert.	 These	 disagreements	 sometimes	 escalated	 and
led	to	confrontations	which	came	to	be	known	as	Frontier	Wars.

Soon	after	 the	British	government	abolished	slavery	 in	1833,	Boer	 farmers,
who	were	of	Dutch	origin,	began	to	push	northwards	into	the	interior	to	search
the	 veldt	 for	 land	 where	 they	 could	 settle	 independently	 from	 British
administration	at	 the	Cape.	These	 ‘treks’	met	with	 resistance	 from	 the	natives,
especially	 the	Zulu,	who,	because	of	a	 series	of	bloody	battles	and	 subsequent
reprisals,	 became	 their	 bitter	 enemies.	 The	most	well-known	 of	 these	was	 the
Battle	of	Blood	River,	which	took	place	on	16	December	1837.

The	 Zulus	 lived	 in	 the	 area	 between	 the	 Drakensburg	 Mountains	 and	 the
south-east	coast.	Boers	continued	to	advance	over	 the	Drakensburg	Mountains,
and	the	British	moved	across	the	Great	Kei	River,	which	formed	the	north-east
border	of	Cape	Colony,	and	by	the	middle	of	the	century	the	Zulus	found	their
kingdom	 bordered	 on	 the	 west	 by	 the	 Orange	 Free	 State	 and	 the	 Transvaal
Republic,	both	of	which	had	been	founded	by	the	Boers,	and	in	the	south	by	the
British	colony	of	Natal.	To	the	east	was	the	Indian	Ocean.

Early	 in	 the	 century	 the	 Zulus	 had	 been	 disciplined	 by	 a	 great	 military-
minded	 chief	 named	 Shaka.	 Shaka	 had	 been	 born	 in	 1787	 near	 what	 is	 now
named	 Melmoth	 in	 KwaZulu-Natal,	 the	 illegitimate	 son	 of	 Sezangakhona	 ka
Jama	 (1762-1816),	 the	 chief	 of	 the	 Zulus,	 and	 a	 woman	 called	 Nandi	 of	 a
neighbouring	tribe.	At	 that	 time	the	Zulus	were	only	one	of	a	number	of	small



Nguni	tribes,	which	also	included	the	Swazi,	the	Xhosa	and	the	Mthethwa.
Nandi	 was	 not	 one	 of	 Sezangakhona’s	 sixteen	 wives,	 and	 because	 of	 the

circumstances	of	his	birth,	Shaka	and	his	mother	 led	difficult	 lives	as	outcasts,
which	 had	 a	 lasting	 effect	 on	 him.	 At	 an	 early	 age	 he	 began	 to	 show	 great
courage	 and	 skill	 with	 weapons,	 which	 at	 that	 time	 consisted	 of	 a	 shield	 for
defence,	a	throwing	spear,	and	a	long	knobble-ended	mace	named	a	knobkerrie,
which	was	used	to	bludgeon	an	opponent	senseless	before	moving	in	for	the	kill.
Tales	abounded	concerning	Shaka’s	prowess.	As	a	young	herd	boy	he	fought	and
killed	a	fierce	leopard	that	had	come	to	attack	his	cattle.	There	was	also	the	saga
of	a	mad	giant	who	lived	on	a	hill	in	Shaka’s	district.	For	years	this	wild	warrior
would	 come	 down	 from	 his	 lair	 to	 terrorise	 and	 take	 plunder	 from	 the	 local
natives.	However,	one	day	he	chose	 to	 approach	 the	herd	of	 cattle	 that	was	 in
Shaka’s	 care.	 The	 madman	 was	 confronted	 by	 the	 six-feet-three-inch-tall	 and
muscular	 young	 man	 who	 had	 learned	 to	 be	 a	 proficient	 fighter	 with	 his
primitive	weapons.	 Shaka	 triumphed	 after	 a	 duel	which	was	 still	 talked	 about
across	the	veldt	a	century	later.

Shaka	became	a	fearless	warrior	with	an	outstanding	reputation.	His	skill	in
battle	soon	caught	the	attention	of	Dingiswayo,	a	Mthethwa	chieftain	with	great
military	 talent.	 Dingiswayo	 initiated	 the	 promising	 man	 into	 one	 of	 his
regiments.	He	mentored	the	young	warrior,	and	in	1818	he	was	instrumental	in
making	 Shaka	 the	 king	 of	 the	 Zulus,	 before	 he	 himself	 was	 captured	 in	 an
ambush	and	beheaded	during	the	Zulu	Civil	War	of	1817-19.

Shaka	 learned	 the	 advantages	 of	 an	 organised	 regimental	 system	 from
Dingiswayo.	As	soon	as	young	Zulus	reached	their	teens	they	were	put	into	age-
regiments,	 led	 by	 chiefs,	 or	 inDunas,	 chosen	 by	 Shaka.	 Regiments	 of	 old
warriors	 and	 regiments	made	 up	 of	 young	warriors	 were	 combined	 to	 form	 a
corps,	thus	enabling	the	new	recruits	to	learn	from	the	experiences	of	the	older
men,	 and	 eventually	 to	 take	 their	 place.	Each	 regiment	had	 its	 own	distinctive
style	 of	 war	 regalia,	 and	 the	 warriors	 lived	 in	 military	 stockades	 which	 were
segregated	from	the	domestic	settlements.

Shaka	 assured	 aggression	 in	 his	 warriors	 by	 depriving	 them	 of	 female
companionship	for	long	periods,	particularly	before	a	campaign,	and	the	fact	that
warriors	 who	 had	 dared	 to	 be	 defeated	 were	 put	 to	 death	 on	 their	 return
considerably	enhanced	their	determination	for	victory.	Killing	became	a	custom
of	the	Zulu	nation	and	‘to	conquer	or	 to	die’	became	their	motto.	The	warriors
were	not	allowed	to	marry	without	the	permission	of	the	king,	and	this	was	not



given	until	 the	warrior	had	fought	in	battle	and	‘washed	their	spears’	in	human
blood.	 The	 regiments	 who	 had	 proved	 themselves	 and	 had	 been	 allowed	 to
marry	 carried	 light-coloured	 shields	 and	wore	 a	 head-ring,	 or	 isiCoco,	 woven
into	the	hair	at	the	crown	of	their	heads.

Shaka	also	made	revolutionary	 improvements	 to	 their	weaponry.	He	was	an
expert	 with	 the	 throwing	 spear,	 but	 he	 was	 not	 completely	 satisfied	 with	 its
effectiveness.	He	had	noticed	in	battles	that	no	real	harm	was	done	to	a	foe	until
his	warriors	 had	 closed	 in	 on	 them,	 and	 the	 spears	 could	 be	 picked	 up	 by	 an
opponent	 and	 thrown	 back	 at	 them.	 So	 he	 re-armed	 his	 regiments	 with	 short,
stabbing	spears	called	assegais.	These	required	very	close	combat,	so	swiftness
of	 foot	was	 important.	 Shaka	 believed	 that	 bare	 feet	 could	move	more	 surely
across	 hard	 rocky	ground,	 or	 become	bogged-down	 in	mud,	 so	 he	 ordered	 his
warriors	 to	 discard	 their	 sandals.	 Some	men	 disapproved	 of	 this	 idea	 because
some	of	the	terrain	was	also	very	thorny.	Shaka	solved	this	problem	by	ordering
them	 to	 prepare	 beds	 of	 thorns	 on	 the	 ground,	 and	 to	 harden	 their	 soles	 by
repeatedly	marching	over	them.

Prior	 to	 Shaka’s	 reign,	 tribal	 warfare	 had	 always	 been	 fought	 without	 any
basic	organisation.	But	Shaka	introduced	a	tactical	fighting	formation	based	on
an	 old	 hunting	 technique.	His	 army,	 known	 as	 an	 impi,	 was	 divided	 into	 four
groups.	The	bulk	of	the	warriors	formed	a	central	group—the	chest—which	first
engaged	 the	 enemy.	 Then	 two	 groups—the	 horns—moved	 swiftly	 around	 on
each	side	to	attack	the	flanks	and	rear,	and	encircle	them.	A	reserve	force—the
loins—was	 kept	 at	 the	 rear,	 ready	 to	 be	 used	when	 needed.	 Shaka’s	 bold	 and
well-trained	 warriors	 were	 well-drilled	 with	 their	 weapons	 and	 were	 highly
disciplined	 in	 battle.	 They	 slept	 naked	 on	 military	 expeditions,	 whatever	 the
weather	threw	at	them.

Shaka	 revenged	 himself	 on	 all	 those	 who	 had	 treated	 him	 and	 his	 mother
badly;	one-by-one	the	Bantu	tribes	were	crushed,	and	the	Zulus	took	possession
of	 all	 conquered	 lands.	 The	 few	 enemy	 warriors	 who	 were	 lucky	 enough	 to
survive	a	battle	were	incorporated	into	the	Zulu	regiments,	and	within	four	years
the	 land	 of	 the	 amaZulu—the	 ‘children	 of	 the	 heavens’—covered	 over	 20,000
square	miles.

Shaka	led	the	Zulus	to	greatness,	but	eventually	his	rule	became	one	of	terror.
With	no	native	tribes	left	prepared	to	wage	war	on	his	far	superior	forces,	he	had
no	means	by	which	 to	 relieve	his	 aggressive	urges.	Consequently,	he	began	 to
commit	 needless	 atrocities	 on	 his	 own	 people.	 He	 had	 four	 hundred	 women



executed	on	suspicion	of	witchcraft,	and	any	shield-bearer	who	allowed	a	single
ray	of	sunshine	to	fall	on	him	while	he	was	shielding	the	king	from	its	glare,	was
killed.	And	yet	there	was	no	shortage	of	men	who	were	willing	to	take	over	the
honour	of	shielding	the	royal	head.	The	Zulu	people	were	wise	enough	to	realise
that	there	was	security	in	having	a	feared	king	and	they	were	willing	to	put	up
with	their	precarious	existence	as	long	as	they	knew	that	Shaka	commanded	the
reputation	of	a	powerful	leader.

However,	after	Nandi	died	in	1827,	Shaka	brooded,	and	he	began	to	lose	the
respect	 he	 had	 built	 up	 for	 himself.	 He	 executed	 anyone	 who	 did	 not	 show
continual	grief	at	her	death,	and	subjected	his	people	to	long	periods	of	fasting.
Sex	was	 banned	 for	 a	 year,	 and	 the	meaningless	 slaughter	went	 on.	He	put	 to
death	anyone	who	sneezed	while	he	was	eating,	and	cut	open	a	hundred	pregnant
women	during	a	passing	fad	he	had	for	embryology.	Eventually	the	Zulus	could
stand	 him	 no	 longer,	 and	 some	 of	 his	 own	 family,	 including	 his	 successor,
Dingane,	conspired	to	stab	him	to	death.

Dingane	was	 the	 son	of	Sezangakhona	 and	his	 sixth	wife,	Queen	Mpikase,
and	it	was	during	his	reign	that	the	Zulus	began	to	resist	the	expansionist	Boer
farmers.	But	he	and	his	successor,	Mpande,	who	came	to	the	throne	in	1840	and
was	 the	 son	 of	 Sezangakhona,	 and	 his	 ninth	 wife,	 Songiya,	 relaxed	 the	 strict
military	 traditions.	 Consequently,	 it	 was	 not	 long	 before	 his	 family	 were
squabbling	 about	 who	 should	 succeed	 him.	 A	 battle	 for	 succession	 followed
between	his	two	eldest	sons,	Cetshwayo,	who	was	borne	by	Queen	Ngqumbazi,
and	Mbuyazi.	This	 came	 to	 a	 head	when	Cetshwayo’s	 uSuthu	 faction	 pursued
Mbuyazi’s	 iziGqosa	 faction.	The	uSuthu	 trapped	 the	 iziGqosa	at	 the	 river	near
the	Ndondakuaka	Kraal	on	2	December	1856,	where	Mbuyazi	and	all	his	people,
including	 five	more	 of	Mpande’s	 sons,	 and	 all	 the	 women	 and	 children	 were
slaughtered.

Mpande	 died	 in	 1872,	 and	 Cetshwayo	 became	 King	 of	 the	 Zulus	 on	 1
September	 1873.	 He	 was	 the	 only	 grandchild	 of	 Sezangakhona,	 and	 was
therefore	 the	 last	 bloodline	 king	 of	 the	 Zulus.	 He	was	 a	 cunning	 and	 prudent
leader	 who	 hated	 the	 way	 his	 father	 had	 allowed	 the	 Zulu	 to	 lose	 their	 great
military	reputation,	and	he	loved	to	hear	the	wonderful	stories	of	the	great	Shaka
period.	 He	 patterned	 his	 mode	 of	 leadership	 on	 that	 of	 Shaka,	 being	 more
intelligent	 and,	 at	 times,	 equally	 ruthless.	Under	 his	 leadership	 the	 Zulu	 army
became	feared	again.	He	added	new	regiments,	and	by	1878	these	numbered	no
less	than	thirty-three.



Although	 the	 main	 structure	 of	 Zulu	 life	 was	 built	 on	 military	 lines,
Cetshwayo	 did	 not	 keep	 a	 standing	 army	 as	 Shaka	 had	 done.	 Except	 for	 his
personal	bodyguard,	most	of	his	warriors	enjoyed	a	comfortable	life	farming	the
fertile	 coastal	 land.	With	 the	 fine,	 sub-tropical	 climate,	 inundated	with	 regular
rainfall,	Zululand	was	perfect	for	agriculture	and	grazing	sheep	and	cattle.	They
lived	in	circular	homesteads	called	kraals,	with	dome-shaped	thatched	huts,	each
kraal	being	governed	domestically	by	an	inDuna.	The	king	had	become	mainly	a
figurehead	to	whom	the	inDunas	usually	stayed	loyal.

The	 women	 usually	 spent	 their	 day	 repairing	 basket-work	 for	 the	 huts,	 or
preparing	 the	 food	 for	 the	 family.	 Some	 also	 boiled	 millet	 to	 make	 beer,	 or
picked	 leaves	 to	make	pipe	 tobacco	or	snuff.	When	 the	men	were	not	working
the	 land	 they	 kept	 in	 shape	 through	 regular	 military	 exercises,	 which	 now
included	learning	to	use	the	firearms	which	Cetshwayo	was	able	to	acquire	from
white	 traders.	But	 a	Zulu	warrior	 still	 prided	 himself	 on	 his	 ability	 to	 fight	 in
close-combat,	 and	 was	 always	 restless	 to	 gain	 military	 honour.	 They	 saw
themselves	 as	 invincible,	 and	 among	 the	 local	 native	 tribes	 they	 were.
Cetshwayo	had	as	many	as	40,000	of	these	efficient	warriors	at	his	disposal,	and
this	threat	naturally	caused	great	unease	among	his	European	neighbours.
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Chapter	3

The	Disaster	at	iSandlwana

ension	between	British	 authority	 and	various	 factions	 in	South	Africa	 had
once	again	been	building	up,	especially	concerning	the	independent-minded

Boer	farmers	and	the	warrior	nation	of	the	Zulu.	Because	of	this,	many	British
army	units	were	already	 in	South	Africa	 taking	part	 in	 the	ninth	Cape	Frontier
War.	 The	 area	 of	 unrest	 was	 the	 north-eastern	 Cape,	 where	 the	 Gaika	 and
Gcaleka	tribes	were	causing	problems.	The	campaign	followed	the	usual	pattern
of	 how	 the	 British	 dealt	 with	 such	 disturbances.	 The	 rebels	 used	 the	 bushy
terrain	and	hill	caves	for	refuge,	and	lines	of	 troops	formed	up	and	entered	the
shrub	to	flush	them	out.	By	June	1878,	Sindali,	the	chief	of	the	Gaikas,	had	been
killed,	and	the	Gcaleka	chief,	Kreli,	had	been	captured.	The	rebels	lost	heart	and
the	uprising	ended.	These	sweeping	skirmishes	 in	 the	Perie	Bush	gave	most	of
the	British	troops	their	first	experience	of	active	service	in	South	Africa.

However,	 the	 main	 threat	 to	 stability	 in	 the	 region	 came	 from	 the	 highly-
disciplined	 army	 of	 fearless	 Zulu	 warriors.	 Lord	 Garnet	 Wolseley	 stated	 that
‘these	Zulus	 are	 a	 great	 danger	 to	 our	Colony’.	The	British	 government	 knew
that	they	had	to	be	subdued	before	there	could	be	any	progress	towards	a	united
nation	under	 one	 flag,	which	would	be	 easier	 for	 administration	 and	 the	hard-
pressed	British	army.

In	 order	 to	 produce	 an	 excuse	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 Zulu	 threat,	 the	 British
governor	at	the	Cape,	Sir	Henry	Bartle-Frere,	devised	a	deliberately	unworkable
ultimatum	and	 issued	 it	 to	Cetshwayo,	 and	British	 forces	began	 to	build	up	 at
three	 main	 strategic	 places	 along	 the	 border	 with	 Zululand	 even	 before
Cetshwayo	had	responded.	The	3rd	(Central)	Column,	under	the	commander-in-
chief,	 General	 Sir	 Frederick	 Thesiger	 (soon	 to	 become	 the	 2nd	 Baron
Chelmsford),	marched	towards	a	commandeered	mission-station	on	the	banks	of
the	Buffalo	River,	known	as	Rorke’s	Drift.	The	backbone	of	this	section	of	the



invasion	 force	was	made	up	of	 soldiers	of	 the	24th	Regiment,	 the	whole	 force
totalling	5,000	troops	and	African	auxiliaries.

The	Buffalo	River	at	Rorke’s	Drift	was	wide,	but	 there	was	an	island	about
halfway	across.	It	was	dangerous	and	rocky	in	some	places,	and	the	recent	heavy
rains	 had	 swollen	 it,	 making	 the	 current	 strong	 and	 treacherous.	 An	 Irishman
called	James	Rorke	had	established	the	trading	post	(‘KwaJim’,	or	‘Jim’s	Place’,
in	the	local	language),	and	he	had	cut	away	the	banks	to	make	it	reasonably	safe
for	transport.	Engineers	began	to	assemble	two	ponts	for	the	purpose	of	ferrying
the	 troops	 across.	One	was	 a	 raft	 on	 big	 barrels	 and	 the	 other	was	 a	 pontoon
supported	on	boats.	These	floating	bridges	were	large	enough	to	carry	one	Cape
wagon	and	its	team	of	oxen,	or	about	eighty	men	at	a	time.

Cetshwayo	 was	 aware	 that	 to	 accept	 some	 of	 the	 terms	 of	 the	 ultimatum
would	mean	the	loss	of	Zulu	independence	and	the	eventual	breakdown	of	Zulu
society.	No	response	to	the	ultimatum	had	been	received	from	the	Zulu	king	after
twenty	days,	so	a	further	ten	days	grace	was	allowed.	This	expired	at	midnight
on	10	January	1879,	and	 the	 invasion	of	Zululand	began	on	 the	morning	of	11
January.	Lieutenant	Coghill	wrote	in	his	diary:	‘It	was	a	raw	and	misty	morning,
the	mist	rising	every	now	and	then	and	disclosing	the	disposition	of	our	forces	as
they	pushed	across,	but	there	was	no	sign	of	the	enemy’.

The	column	faced	no	opposition	from	the	Zulus	as	they	moved	forward.	The
weather	of	late	had	been	wet	and	the	advance	came	to	a	halt	when	the	condition
of	the	track	deteriorated	further	into	enemy	territory.	They	were	forced	to	set	up
camp	until	the	roads	were	repaired;	a	task	which	the	Royal	Engineers	estimated
could	take	as	long	as	a	week.

During	this	time,	Lord	Chelmsford	planned	an	attack	on	the	homestead	of	the
Zulu	 chief	 of	 the	 amaQungebeni,	 named	Sihayo	 kaXongo,	 situated	 among	 the
rocks	on	the	Ngedla	Mountain	overlooking	the	Batshe	Valley	a	few	miles	ahead.
Sihayo’s	 son,	 Mehlokazulu,	 had	 been	 involved	 in	 the	 killing	 of	 two	 of	 his
father’s	adulterous	runaway	wives,	after	abducting	them	from	sanctuary	in	Natal,
and	the	handing	over	of	the	king’s	son	was	one	of	the	demands	of	the	ultimatum.
However,	Sihayo	was	favoured	by	Cetshwayo,	and	the	demand	was	unlikely	to
be	met.	Sihayo	was	not	at	home,	but	it	was	first	blood	to	the	British	as	they	set
fire	 to	 Sihayo’s	 homestead	 and	 captured	 livestock.	 British	 casualties	 were
minimal	and	the	Zulus	lost	about	sixty	warriors.

Having	been	appointed	orderly	officer	to	Colonel	Richard	Glyn,	of	the	24th
Regiment,	 Lieutenant	 Nevill	 Coghill	 and	 the	 column	 arrived	 at	 a	 distinctive



sphinx-shaped	 rocky	 feature	 known	 as	 iSandlwana	 on	 20	 January	 1879,	 and
throughout	 the	 day	 a	 new	 advance	 camp	 began	 to	 take	 shape.	 Lieutenant
Teignmouth	 Melvill,	 of	 the	 24th	 Regiment,	 also	 took	 part	 in	 the	 invasion	 of
Zululand	 with	 the	 3rd	 Column	 and	 was	 present	 at	 the	 engagement	 at	 the
stronghold	of	Chief	Sihayo.	Lieutenant	Melvill	strongly	advised	that	some	kind
of	defensive	preparation	should	be	made,	but	other	officers	 thought	 that	 it	was
only	a	very	 temporary	camp	and	his	 suggestions	were	not	 competently	carried
out.

As	 the	 camp	 was	 being	 set	 up	 that	 afternoon,	 Lieutenant	 Coghill
accompanied	 Lord	 Chelmsford	 and	 a	 squadron	 of	 mounted	 men	 in	 a
reconnaissance	of	the	area.	There	was	no	sign	of	the	enemy,	but	on	the	way	back
they	came	upon	some	chickens	in	a	kraal.	He	was	trying	to	catch	one	when	he
twisted	his	knee	 so	badly	 that	 afterwards	he	 could	hardly	walk,	 and	he	had	 to
spend	the	following	day	laid	up	in	his	tent.

Zulus	had	been	sighted	to	the	north	of	the	camp	and	early	on	the	morning	of
Wednesday,	 22	 January	 1879,	 Lord	 Chelmsford	 had	 taken	 a	 mobile	 column,
amounting	to	about	half	of	his	force,	further	into	enemy	territory	to	try	to	locate
them	 and	 coax	 them	 into	 a	 battle.	 There	 were	 now	 about	 1,700	 men	 left	 at
iSandlwana,	and	Lieutenant	Coghill	was	in	the	camp	nursing	his	wound	on	light
duties	 and,	 acting	 as	 galloper,	 he	 wore	 his	 blue	 patrol	 jacket.	 The	 camp	 was
under	 the	 command	 of	 Lieutenant-Colonel	 Henry	 Pulleine,	 of	 the	 24th
Regiment,	who	was	the	son	of	a	Yorkshire	vicar.

For	various	reasons	the	large	Zulu	army	of	about	25,000	warriors	had	decided
to	 shelter	 in	 a	 valley	 and	 advance	 into	 battle	 on	 the	 following	 day,	 but	 a
detachment	 of	 colonial	 troops	 discovered	 them	 accidently,	 and	 having	 lost	 the
element	of	surprise,	they	streamed	out	of	the	valley	and	deployed	across	a	wide
area	in	their	traditional,	and	very	effective,	‘chest	and	horns’	formation	and	raced
towards	the	British	camp	at	iSandlwana.

Lieutenant	 Horace	 Smith-Dorrien,	 a	 transport	 officer	 with	 the	 95th
(Derbyshire)	Regiment,	escaped	to	speak	of	how	the	Zulu	attack	developed:

It	was	a	marvellous	sight,	line	upon	line	of	men	in	slightly	extended	order,	one
behind	the	other,	firing	as	they	came,	for	a	few	of	them	had	firearms,	bearing	all
before	them…They	were	giving	vent	to	no	loud	war	cries,	but	to	a	low	musical
murmuring	noise,	which	gave	the	impression	of	a	gigantic	swarm	of	bees	getting



nearer	and	nearer.

Pulleine	was	not	aware	of	the	full	extent	of	the	massive	Zulu	attack	and	sent	his
men	 out	 in	 thin	 ranks	with	 large	 gaps	 between	 them	 in	 an	 effort	 to	 protect	 as
much	of	the	front	of	the	camp	as	he	could.	When	the	‘horns’	of	the	Zulu	attack
appeared	over	the	crest	of	the	hills	to	the	left	and	right,	the	British	lines	fell	back
about	 fifty	paces	 to	 take	advantage	of	 rising	ground	closer	 to	 iSandlwana	Hill,
and	even	when	 the	 ‘chest’	began	 to	pour	over	 the	 ridgeline	 in	 full	view	of	 the
defenders,	 the	 steady	 fire	of	 the	men	of	 the	24th	Regiment	 smashed	 into	 them
and	the	attack	showed	signs	of	stalling.

However,	 the	British	 line	was	 too	 extended	 and	 the	 Zulus	 concentrated	 on
racing	 into	 the	gaps	 to	 attack	 the	 soldiers	 in	 flank.	The	British	 fell	 back	again
towards	 the	 tents	 below	 the	 mountain,	 which	 encouraged	 the	 warriors,	 and
shouting	their	slogan	‘Gwas	Umhlongo!	Gwas	Inglubi!’	(which	means	‘Stab	the
white	men!	Stab	the	pigs!’)	 they	moved	in	for	 the	kill.	The	last	groups	of	men
fought	back-to-back	on	the	nek	of	iSandlwana	until	they	were	overpowered	and
all	were	killed.	Only	about	one	hundred	white	men	survived	the	carnage	in	what
was	 the	 most	 devastating	 single	 defeat	 inflicted	 on	 the	 British	 army	 in	 the
Victorian	era.	The	Zulus	had	also	 suffered	 fearful	 losses,	 about	2,000	warriors
killed	and	wounded,	and	on	learning	of	the	Zulu	casualties	Cetshwayo	remarked
‘an	assegai	 has	 been	 thrust	 into	 the	 belly	 of	 the	 nation.	There	 are	 not	 enough
tears	to	mourn	the	dead’.

When	the	British	lines	were	falling	back,	Lieutenant	Coghill	rode	into	camp
and	told	Colonel	Glyn’s	groom	to	strike	 the	 tents	and	 load	 them	into	a	wagon.
When	 the	 situation	 became	 hopeless	 he	 told	 the	 groom	 to	 mount	 one	 of	 the
colonel’s	horses	and	follow	him	out	of	 the	camp;	which	he	did—and	survived.
As	his	horse	stumbled	across	rocky	ground,	Lieutenant	Coghill	was	anxious	 to
remain	mounted,	 aware	 that	he	would	not	be	 able	 to	outrun	 the	Zulus	with	 an
injured	knee.	A	Zulu	attacked	him	and	sank	an	assegai	into	his	horse’s	thigh,	but
the	animal	stayed	on	its	legs	and	they	wheeled	around	and	escaped.

As	 adjutant	 of	 the	 1st/24th	 Regiment,	 the	 care	 of	 the	 Queen’s	 colour	 fell
within	 Lieutenant	 Melvill’s	 responsibility,	 and	 he	 collected	 the	 rolled-up
standard	 and	 rode	 out	 of	 the	 camp	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	 save	 it	 from	 falling	 into
enemy	 hands.	 He	 cut	 off	 across	 rugged	 country	 towards	 the	 Buffalo	 River,
closely	pursued	by	Zulus	attracted	by	his	red	tunic.	He	had	lost	his	sword,	and



was	 nearly	 unsaddled	 several	 times	 before	 he	 reached	 the	 river.	 The	 swollen
water	was	 running	 a	 torrent,	 but	 in	 the	 circumstances	 it	was	 the	 lesser	 of	 two
evils,	so	he	and	his	horse	plunged	into	the	swirling	water.	He	got	into	difficulty
and	was	 for	 a	while	 stranded	 in	mid-river	 holding	 on	 to	 a	 rock,	 before	 being
swept	 away	 in	 the	 strong	 current,	 during	 which	 time	 he	 lost	 his	 grip	 on	 the
precious	flag	and	it	was	swept	away	and	lost.

Having	 escaped	 from	 the	 ‘field	 of	 blood’,	 and	 on	 reaching	 the	 river,
Lieutenant	Coghill	saw	that	 the	water	was	treacherous,	but	he	plunged	into	 the
torrent	 and	began	 to	push	his	way	across.	He	 reached	 the	Natal	bank	and	was
about	 to	 ride	 on,	 when	 he	 looked	 back	 and	 saw	 Lieutenant	 Melvill	 and
Lieutenant	Higginson,	 of	 the	Natal	Native	Contingent,	 struggling	 in	 the	water.
He	returned	to	the	river	to	offer	assistance,	but	his	horse	was	hit	by	a	Zulu	bullet
and	 its	 lifeless	body	 fell	on	him,	 trapping	his	 leg.	He	managed	 to	 free	himself
and	helped	Melvill	to	get	to	the	Natal	bank.	They	struggled	over	rocks	for	about
one	hundred	paces	with	at	least	two	Zulus	close	behind	them.	The	warriors	got
to	within	thirty	paces	when	the	officers	presented	their	revolvers	and	shot	them
down.	They	continued	to	clamber	up	a	steep	rock	face	with	their	wet	and	heavy
clothing	sapping	their	strength,	until	they	could	go	no	further.	They	stopped	and
prepared	 to	 defend	 themselves,	 but	 their	 heroic	 effort	 left	 them	 in	 a	 state	 of
exhaustion	and	they	were	overpowered	and	killed.

Private	 Samuel	 Wassall,	 of	 the	 80th	 Regiment,	 who	 was	 attached	 to	 the
Mounted	Infantry,	was	in	the	camp	at	iSandlwana.	It	soon	became	every	man	for
himself	and	the	possibility	of	survival	depended	on	who	could	get	onto	a	horse.
Private	Wassall	threw	his	helmet	away	and,	spurring	his	Basuto	pony,	he	broke
through	 the	carnage	clothed	 in	his	shirt	sleeves	and	his	bandolier	belt	strapped
across	his	chest.	He	galloped	the	pony	as	fast	as	he	could	over	the	rocky	terrain
under	enemy	fire	and	with	warriors	in	hot	pursuit,	and	on	reaching	the	river	he
was	 about	 to	 urge	 his	 mount	 into	 the	 roaring	 water	 when	 Private	 Thomas
Westwood,	who	was	also	attached	to	the	mounted	infantry,	cried	out	for	help	as
he	 struggled	 desperately	 in	 the	 raging	 current.	 He	 was	 being	 swept	 away	 in
danger	of	drowning.

With	frenzied	warriors	wreaking	carnage	all	around	him,	and	at	the	imminent
risk	of	his	own	life,	he	stopped	his	horse	and	dismounted	on	the	Zululand	side	of
the	river	and	plunged	into	the	water	to	try	to	offer	assistance	to	his	comrade.	He
waded	 out	 to	 Westwood	 and	 on	 reaching	 him	 he	 dragged	 him	 back	 to	 the
Zululand	bank,	and	helped	him	up	into	the	saddle.	With	Zulus	firing	at	them	and



getting	perilously	close,	he	spurred	the	horse	into	the	river	and	urged	it	across.
Mercifully	 reaching	 the	 Natal	 bank,	 they	 broke	 away	 and	 rode	 off	 towards
Helpmekaar.	 On	 the	 following	 day	 he	 rode	 back	 to	 Rorke’s	 Drift,	 where	 he
learned	of	the	gallant	defence	that	had	been	performed	there.	Lord	Chelmsford
shook	his	hand	and	remarked	‘you	are	a	lucky	man	to	have	got	away’.

Lieutenant	Nevill	Josiah	Aylmer	Coghill	VC
Nevill	 Josiah	 Aylmer	 Coghill	 was	 born	 at	 Belvidere	 House	 in	 Drumcondra,
Dublin,	 on	 25	 January	 1852.	 He	 was	 the	 eldest	 of	 six	 children	 to	 Sir	 John
Joscelyn	Coghill,	 an	 Irish	 painter	who	 became	 the	 4th	Baron	Coghill,	 and	 his
wife	Katherine	Frances,	daughter	of	Lord	John	Plunket.	Sir	John	was	a	justice	of
the	 peace,	 who	 owned	 6,400	 acres	 of	 land	 with	 properties	 at	 Glenbarahane,
Castletownsend,	County	Cork;	3	Royal	Marine	Terrace	at	Strand	Road	in	Bray,
County	Dublin;	and	21	Bolton	Studios,	Redcliffe	Road,	south-west	London.	He
had	three	brothers	and	two	sisters.	Egerton	Bushe	Coghill	was	also	a	well-known
painter,	 and	many	 of	 his	 pictures	 feature	 the	 landscapes	 of	County	Cork.	 The
youngest	 sibling,	 Violet	 Alice	 Penrose,	 lived	 until	 1951.	 The	 novelist,	 Edith
Anna	Somerville,	was	his	cousin,	and	an	uncle,	Colonel	Kendal	Coghill	CB,	saw
active	service	with	the	2nd	Bengal	European	Fusiliers	in	the	Indian	Rebellion	of
1857-58,	and	commanded	the	19th	Hussars	in	Egypt	in	1882.

Nevill	 was	 christened	 at	 St	Matthias’s	 Church	 in	 Killiney,	 Dublin,	 and	 his
early	years	were	spent	in	and	around	that	city.	As	a	young	man	he	was	nearly	six
feet	tall,	with	blue	eyes	and	fair	hair.	He	became	a	member	of	the	Leinster	Lodge
of	 Freemasons.	 The	 Coghill	 brothers	 were	 educated	 at	 Haileybury	 College	 in
Hertford	from	the	summer	of	1865	to	Christmas	1869,	Nevill	being	in	Trevelyan
House.	He	was	keen	on	outdoor	activities,	became	a	good	horseman,	and	 took
his	holidays	mountain	climbing	in	the	Austrian	Tyrol.	The	college	prided	itself
on	 creating	 young	 men	 of	 officer	 material,	 and	 in	 July	 1870	 he	 sat	 the
examination	for	an	army	appointment.

On	 13	 May	 1871	 he	 became	 an	 officer	 in	 the	 County	 of	 Dublin	 Militia,
before	gaining	a	commission	as	ensign	in	the	24th	(2nd	Warwickshire)	Regiment
on	26	February	1873.	He	was	posted	to	the	1st	Battalion	depot	at	Warley,	near
Birmingham,	on	20	April	1873.	Nevill	sailed	 to	Gibraltar	with	his	battalion	on



22	May	1874,	 and	when	 the	 unit	 transferred	 to	 the	Cape	 in	November	 of	 that
year	he	returned	to	the	new	depot	at	Brecon.	He	attended	a	course	at	the	Royal
Military	Academy	in	Sandhurst	from	2	February	to	2	April	1874,	and	passed	an
examination	 in	 the	 Course	 of	 Instruction	 in	 June	 1875,	 being	 promoted	 to
lieutenant	on	13	August	1875.

He	 sailed	 from	 Southampton	 on	 the	 SS	 European	 to	 join	 his	 battalion	 in
South	Africa,	arriving	at	the	Cape	on	16	February	1876.	In	August	1876,	he	was
appointed	 aide-de-camp	 to	 General	 Sir	 Arthur	 Cunynghame,	 who	 was
commanding	 the	British	forces	 in	South	Africa.	From	May	 to	December	1877,
he	 accompanied	 the	general	 on	 a	 tour	 of	 inspection	 throughout	 the	 region.	He
served	in	the	9th	Cape	Frontier	War,	and	played	an	important	part	during	several
skirmishes	 with	 native	 rebels	 in	 bush	 fighting	 around	 Ibeka	 Depot.	 General
Cunynghame	stated	in	his	despatches	from	King	William’s	Town	on	20	February
1878	that	‘Lieutenant	Coghill,	my	aide-de-camp,	has	been	most	attentive	to	his
duties;	was	well-spoken	of	at	the	Battle	of	Neumarka,	and	was	present	at	many
patrols	in	Galekaland’.

When	 General	 Cunynghame	 was	 replaced	 by	 Lord	 Chelmsford	 in	 March
1878,	Lieutenant	Coghill	returned	to	Britain	with	him.	He	took	back	with	him	a
number	 of	 native	 war	 trophies	 which	 his	 father	 later	 donated	 to	 the	 National
Museum	of	Ireland.	The	family	home	had	become	‘Avonmore’	at	Ballybrack	in
Dublin,	which	Sir	John	had	bought	from	the	architect,	William	George	Murray,
after	 his	 death	 in	 1871.	 After	 a	 short	 period	 of	 leave,	 he	 received	 news	 that
hostilities	with	the	Zulus	seemed	likely.	‘I	can	smell	sulphur!’	he	is	reported	to
have	said,	and	he	said	goodbye	to	his	family	and	left	home	for	the	last	time.

He	 sailed	 to	 South	 Africa	 on	 the	 SS	 Tyne,	 arriving	 at	 Cape	 Town	 on	 12
September	1878,	and	he	 travelled	 to	Pietermaritzburg	 to	 join	 the	British	 forces
being	 assembled	 there.	 He	 was	 originally	 considered	 for	 the	 job	 which	 was
eventually	given	to	Lieutenant	Melvill,	but	he	was	appointed	aide-de-camp	to	Sir
Henry	 Bartle-Frere,	 the	 governor	 of	 the	 Cape.	 As	 the	 deadline	 for	 the	 Zulu
ultimatum	 drew	 near	 and	 troops	were	 being	 prepared	 for	war,	 he	was	 granted
permission	to	rejoin	his	regiment.	Arriving	at	Helpmekaar	on	9	January,	he	was
among	the	officers	of	both	battalions	of	the	24th	Regiment	who	dined	together
that	 evening,	 and	was	 one	 of	 twenty-one	 officers	 present	who	would	 soon	 be
killed	in	action.

Lieutenant	 Coghill	 met	 his	 death	 three	 days	 before	 his	 twenty-seventh
birthday.	A	few	weeks	later,	a	mounted	patrol	found	the	Queen’s	colour	and	the



bodies	of	the	two	officers,	and	on	14	April	they	were	laid	to	rest	on	the	side	of
the	hill	about	ten	paces	from	where	they	were	killed.	The	place	is	marked	by	a
stone	 cross	 and	 commemorative	 plaque.	 Lieutenant	 Coghill’s	 diary	 was	 also
recovered	from	the	battlefield.

Nevill	was	 entitled	 to	 the	South	Africa	Medal	with	1877-8-9	 clasp.	At	 that
time	the	Victoria	Cross	was	not	awarded	to	men	who	did	not	live	to	wear	it,	so
on	 2	May	 1879	 the	 names	 of	 Lieutenants	 Coghill	 and	Melvill	 appeared	 in	 a
London	Gazette	memorandum,	which,	 in	 the	 case	of	Lieutenant	Coghill	 stated
‘On	account	of	his	heroic	conduct	in	endeavouring	to	save	his	brother	officer’s
life,	 he	would	 have	 been	 recommended	 to	Her	Majesty	 for	 the	Victoria	Cross
had	he	survived’.

In	 1902,	 a	 special	 plea	 on	 behalf	 of	 Sir	 John	 Coghill	 was	 made	 to	 King
Edward	VII	 in	 respect	of	a	posthumous	Victoria	Cross	award	 to	his	 son.	After
Sir	 John	 died	 in	 1905,	 his	 wife	 made	 a	 stronger	 plea,	 and	 a	 month	 after	 the
Victoria	 Cross	 warrant	 was	 revised	 in	 1907,	 a	 Victoria	 Cross	 was	 sent	 to	 Sir
Egerton	Coghill	on	6	February	1907.

The	 memorials	 to	 his	 name	 are	 numerous:	 a	 memorial	 plaque	 and	 a
commemorative	headstone	dedicated	to	him	and	Lieutenant	Melvill	was	placed
below	Itchiane	Hill	at	Fugitive’s	Drift	in	1974;	he	is	named	on	the	memorial	at
Brecon	Cathedral;	his	name	is	inscribed	on	the	colour	pole	of	the	24th	Regiment,
which	is	laid	up	in	Brecon	Cathedral;	he	is	named	on	the	Victoria	Cross	honours
board	 in	 the	 regimental	 museum;	 there	 is	 a	 memorial	 in	 the	 Royal	 Military
Academy	Chapel	 in	Camberley;	 he	 is	 named	 on	 the	war	memorial;	 there	 is	 a
portrait	of	him	and	a	stained-glass	memorial	at	Haileybury	College;	he	is	named
on	a	memorial	plaque	at	St	Winnow’s	Church;	his	name	is	commemorated	on	the
Coghill	Memorial	at	Drumcondra	Church;	there	is	a	memorial	plaque	at	St	Fin
Barre’s	Anglican	Cathedral	 in	Cork;	 and	a	memorial	plaque	and	window	at	St
Barrahanes	Church	in	Castletownsend,	County	Cork.

Several	commemorative	poems	and	verses	were	composed	in	honour	of	 the
two	men	and	their	heroic	deed,	and	Sir	John	received	a	letter	of	sympathy	from
Horse	Guards.	His	family	presented	his	Victoria	Cross	to	the	regimental	museum
at	Brecon	 in	1976,	and	when	 the	Queen’s	colour	of	 the	 regiment	 is	on	parade,
Lieutenant	 Coghill’s	 sword	 is	 carried	 by	 the	 colour	 ensign.	Whom	 the	 God’s
Love:	a	Memoir	of	Neville	Coghill	was	published	in	1966.	Fifty-two	of	his	letters
and	two	diaries	still	survive.	The	earliest	1877-78	diary	is	held	at	the	regimental
museum	of	 the	Royal	Welsh,	 and	 the	 1879	 diary	was	 donated	 to	 the	National



Army	Museum	in	London	by	Sir	Patrick	Coghill.
In	a	letter	I	received	from	a	family	descendant	it	is	stated:

For	 your	 interest,	 my	 past	 relatives	 in	 the	 British	 and	 Indian	 Army	 include:
Colonel	 J.	 G.	 B.	 Walker,	 14th/11th	 Sikhs	 (my	 father);	 Lt-Colonel	 J.	 R.	 B.
Walker,	Gurkhas	[sic]	(my	uncle);	Lord	Birdwood;	Uncle	Gunny;	Nevill	Coghill
(yes,	 the	 same	as	died	 at	 iSandlwana);	 and	 others.	Coghill	 and	Gunny	 did	 not
know	 that	 their	 families	 would	 be	 related	 by	 marriage.	 Coghill	 was	 closely
related	(uncle?)	to	an	eminent	Oxford	professor	of	English.

The	 Victoria	 Cross	 awards	 to	 Lieutenants	 Coghill	 and	 Melvill	 were	 not
universally	 appreciated,	 and	 some	were	 even	 of	 the	 opinion	 that	 they	 did	 not
deserve	the	medal.	General	Garnet	Wolseley,	who	seems	to	have	had	an	aversion
to	the	awarding	of	gallantry	medals	of	any	kind,	stated:

I	 am	 sorry	 that	 both	 of	 these	 officers	 were	 not	 killed	 with	 their	 men	 at
iSandlwana	instead	of	where	they	were.	I	don’t	like	the	idea	of	officers	escaping
on	horseback	when	their	men	on	foot	are	killed.	Heroes	have	been	made	of	men
like	Melvill	 and	Coghill,	who,	 taking	advantage	of	 them	having	horses,	bolted
from	the	scene	of	the	action	to	save	their	lives.	It	is	monstrous	making	heroes	of
those	who	saved	or	attempted	to	save	their	lives	by	bolting	or	of	those	who,	shut
up	in	buildings	at	Rorke’s	Drift,	could	not	bolt,	and	fought	like	rats	for	their	lives
which	they	could	not	otherwise	save.

Lieutenant	Teignmouth	Melvill	VC
Teignmouth	Melvill	was	born	at	4	Clarendon	Place,	Marylebone,	London,	on	8
September	 1842	 and	 was	 baptised	 at	 St	 Mary’s	 Church,	 Paddington	 Green,
London,	on	9	December	1842.	He	had	 five	 sisters,	 and	he	was	 the	younger	of
two	sons	to	Philip	Melvill	FRGS	(born	at	Topsham,	Helston	in	Cornwall	on	26
October	1795	and	died	at	Bodmin	in	Cornwall	on	4	October	1882)	and	his	wife
Eliza	 (born	 at	 Helston	 on	 21	 June	 1805	 and	 died	 in	 Bournemouth	 on	 14
December	1890).	His	father	was	originally	a	Bengal	Army	officer	who	became
secretary	in	the	Military	Department	of	the	Honourable	East	India	Company,	and



his	mother	was	the	daughter	of	Colonel	William	Sandys	of	Lenarth,	Helston.	His
brother,	 Philip	 Sandys	 Melvill,	 went	 on	 to	 become	 agent	 to	 the	 viceroy	 and
governor-general	of	India,	at	Baroda.

Teignmouth	was	sent	away	for	his	education,	first	to	Cheltenham	College	in
Gloucestershire,	 then	 to	Harrow	School	 from	 1856	 to	 1858.	His	 father	 retired
from	the	Indian	service	when	the	East	India	Company	was	nationalised	after	the
Indian	Rebellion	in	1858.	The	family	home	became	Ethy	House	in	Lostwithiel,
on	 the	banks	of	 the	River	Fowey	 in	Cornwall,	 and	 they	 regularly	 attended	 the
local	St	Winnow’s	Parish	Church.	The	1861	census	records	that	Teignmouth	was
living	away	from	home	as	a	pupil	of	Bonchurch	School	at	Ventnor,	on	the	Isle	of
Wight.	His	 next	 studies	 took	 him	up	 to	Trinity	College,	Cambridge,	where	 he
was	active	with	the	university	‘drag’	hunt,	and	was	a	member	of	the	Athenaeum
and	 Amateur	 Dramatics	 Society.	 He	 graduated	 with	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Arts	 in
February	1865.

Teignmouth	fatefully	chose	the	army	as	his	calling	and	he	was	commissioned
by	purchase	as	ensign	in	the	24th	(2nd	Warwickshire)	Regiment	on	20	October
1865,	 joining	 the	 1st	 Battalion	 in	 Ireland.	 He	 served	 on	 the	 island	 of	 Malta,
where	he	became	a	Freemason,	being	promoted	by	purchase	 to	 lieutenant	on	2
December	1868.	He	was	appointed	adjutant	on	7	March	1873	while	serving	at
Gibraltar.	 In	 the	 same	 year,	 the	 regiment	 acquired	 a	 new	 depot	 at	 Brecon	 in
Wales.	Early	in	1875	the	1st	Battalion	received	orders	to	go	to	Cape	Colony,	and
Lieutenant	Melvill	sailed	for	South	Africa,	where	he	took	part	in	bush	fighting	at
Griqualand	West,	and	was	noted	 for	his	hard	work	and	 intelligence	 throughout
the	Cape	Frontier	War	of	1877-78.

He	 met	 Sara	 Elizabeth,	 daughter	 of	 Mr	 George	 Thomas	 Reed,	 of	 Port
Elizabeth,	Cape	Colony,	and	 they	married	 in	 the	 town	 in	February	1876.	They
had	 two	 sons:	 Teignmouth	 ‘Tim’	 Philip	 was	 born	 in	 Cape	 Town	 on	 13
February1877;	 and	Charles	William	was	born	 at	St	Winnow	 in	Cornwall	 on	5
September	 1878.	 Lieutenant	Melvill	 passed	 the	 examination	 for	 entry	 into	 the
Staff	College	at	Camberley,	but	Lord	Chelmsford	required	his	services	in	South
Africa	so	he	stayed	on;	a	decision	which	was	to	cost	him	his	life.

Teignmouth	was	aged	thirty-six	when	he	was	killed	in	action	at	iSandlwana,
and	Queen	Victoria	 placed	 his	 widow	 and	 two	 boys	 on	 the	 civil	 list.	 He	was
entitled	to	the	South	Africa	Medal	with	1877-8-9	clasp,	and	on	2	May	1879,	only
a	memorandum	appeared	 in	 the	London	Gazette,	which	 in	 his	 case	 stated	 that
had	 he	 survived	 he	would	 have	 been	 recommended	 for	 the	Victoria	Cross	 ‘on



account	 of	 the	 gallant	 efforts	made	 by	 him	 to	 save	 the	Queen’s	 colour	 of	 his
Regiment	after	the	disaster	at	iSandlwana’.

In	 1906,	 Sarah	Melvill	was	 one	 of	 several	 people	 to	 petition	King	Edward
VII	 to	 revise	 the	 Victoria	 Cross	 warrant	 to	 include	 posthumous	 awards.	 As	 a
result,	 the	London	Gazette	 for	15	 January	1907	carried	notification	of	Victoria
Cross	awards	 to	both	Melvill	and	Coghill,	and	Mrs	Melvill	 received	 the	medal
five	months	later.	It	is	now	with	the	regimental	museum	at	Brecon.

There	are	several	memorials	 to	Teignmouth	Melvill	at	Cheltenham	College:
he	is	named	on	the	Big	Classical	VC	Roll	of	Honour	in	the	Assembly	Hall;	there
is	a	display	and	name	in	the	‘For	Valour’	memorial	book	in	the	library;	he	has	an
entry	in	the	‘Honours	Book’	in	the	Archives	Department;	and	a	framed	citation
and	 picture	 in	 classroom	 number	 five	 in	 the	 Centenary	 Block.	 There	 is	 a
memorial	dedicated	to	him	in	the	Harrow	School	Chapel;	there	is	a	stained-glass
memorial	window	at	St	Winnow	Parish	Church	in	Cornwall,	and	on	a	memorial
at	St	Fin	Barre’s	Anglican	Cathedral	in	Cork;	his	name	appears	on	the	Victoria
Cross	Honours	Board;	his	name	is	inscribed	on	the	colour-pole	of	the	regiment
laid	 up	 in	 Brecon	 Cathedral,	 and	 a	memorial	 was	 erected	 on	 the	 bank	 of	 the
Buffalo	River	by	the	South	African	War	Graves	Board	in	1974.

Sarah	and	the	two	boys	went	to	live	with	Philip	and	Eliza	at	Ethy	House,	and
the	 boys	 eventually	 went	 on	 to	 distinguished	 military	 careers.	 Tim	 was
commissioned	 into	 the	South	Wales	Borderers	 from	Sandhurst	 in	1896,	before
transferring	to	the	17th	Lancers,	with	whom	he	gained	the	Distinguished	Service
Order	 in	 France	 during	 the	 Great	 War.	 He	 attained	 the	 rank	 of	 colonel,
commanding	the	regiment.	He	played	for	the	celebrated	17th/21st	Lancers	polo
team,	 won	 an	 Olympic	 gold	 medal	 at	 Antwerp	 in	 1920,	 and	 represented	 his
country	against	the	United	States	in	1924.	He	was	appointed	Assistant	Military
Attaché	 in	Madrid,	 and	 was	 the	 polo	 correspondent	 with	 the	 influential	 sport
magazine	The	Field.	He	died	at	King’s	Lynn	on	12	October	1951.

Charles	was	commissioned	into	the	South	Lancashire	Regiment	in	1897	and
served	 in	 the	Boer	War.	He	 served	 in	 India	until	1906,	 after	which	he	went	 to
New	Zealand	to	take	up	farming	in	Otago,	and	worked	in	administration	with	the
New	Zealand	Military	Forces.	On	the	outbreak	of	the	Great	War	he	served	with
the	South	Lancashire	Regiment	on	 the	Western	Front.	He	was	commandant	of
the	 New	 Zealand	military	 forces	 when	 he	 died	 suddenly	 at	Wellington	 on	 15
September	1925.

Of	the	twenty-three	Victoria	Crosses	awarded	to	the	24th	(2nd	Warwickshire)



Regiment	of	Foot	(later	the	South	Wales	Borderers,	and	now	the	Royal	Welsh),
ten	were	gained	 for	 the	Anglo-Zulu	War	of	1879,	and	 the	 regiment	has	 served
with	distinction	in	many	campaigns	in	Europe	and	the	empire.

Raised	in	Kent	in	1689	as	Sir	Edward	Dering’s	Regiment	of	Foot,	the	unit	did
its	 first	 of	many	 tours	 of	 Ireland,	 serving	 in	 that	 troubled	 country	 until	 1692.
John	Churchill,	Duke	of	Marlborough,	one	of	England’s	greatest	 commanders,
took	 over	 as	 colonel	 in	 1702,	 and	 the	 regiment	 took	 part	 in	 the	 War	 of	 the
Spanish	 Succession	 (1702-1713),	 gaining	 many	 famous	 battle	 honours.	 It
became	known	as	the	24th	Regiment	of	Foot	in	1751,	and	a	2nd	Battalion	was
formed	in	1757,	which	later	became	the	2nd	Welch	Regiment.	1776	saw	the	24th
Regiment	 in	North	America,	and	after	Quebec	had	been	relieved,	 they	were	 in
frequent	 action	 as	 part	 of	 the	 advance	 guard	 during	 the	British	Army’s	march
south	for	the	American	War	of	Independence.	Through	a	lack	of	provisions	and
reinforcements,	the	campaign	was	a	disaster,	and	the	24th	Regiment	was	part	of
the	outnumbered	British	force	which	had	to	surrender	at	Saratoga	in	1777.

In	 1782	 the	 unit	was	 instructed	 to	 style	 itself	 the	 24th	 (2nd	Warwickshire)
Regiment,	 and	 in	 1801	 it	 was	 sent	 to	 Egypt.	 It	 took	 part	 in	 the	 capture	 of
Alexandria,	for	which	it	was	awarded	the	battle	honour	‘Egypt’,	and	adopted	the
‘sphinx’	as	an	insignia	on	the	regimental	colour	and	the	collar	badge.	It	then	saw
its	first	tour	of	service	at	the	Cape	of	Good	Hope	1805-1810.

In	1804,	a	2nd	Battalion	was	raised	at	Warwick,	and	took	part	in	the	Duke	of
Wellington’s	campaigns.	It	served	with	distinction	in	the	Peninsular	War,	gaining
nine	 battle	 honours.	 It	 was	 disbanded	 in	 1814.	 The	 Regiment	 then	 served	 in
India	1846-61,	during	which	time	it	 took	part	 in	the	Sikh	Wars,	and	during	the
Battle	of	Chillianwallah	 in	1849	 it	 succeeded	 in	breaking	 through	enemy	 lines
and	 capturing	 guns,	 but	 suffered	 heavy	 losses.	 In	 1858,	 a	 2nd	 Battalion	 was
raised	in	Sheffield,	being	presented	with	colours	in	the	following	year.

It	was	this	unit	which	gained	the	regiment’s	first	Victoria	Crosses,	when	five
soldiers	 manned	 a	 boat	 and	 risked	 their	 lives	 in	 perilous	 water	 attempting	 to
rescue	 comrades	 from	 cannibalistic	 natives	 on	 the	 shore	 of	 Little	 Andaman
Island	 in	 1867.	One	 of	 these	 soldiers	was	Private	Griffiths,	who	was	 killed	 in
action	at	iSandlwana.	A	sixth	Victoria	Cross	was	gained	by	the	battalion	during
the	Ashanti	Expedition	 in	1874.	In	1873,	 the	regiment	moved	their	depot	from
Warley	in	Birmingham	to	Brecon	in	Wales.	In	1872	the	1st	Battalion	returned	to
South	 Africa	 to	 deal	 with	 inter-tribal	 fighting	 in	 the	 Transkei.	When	 the	 2nd
Battalion	 arrived	 there	 in	 1878	 to	 assist	 in	 the	 Cape	 Frontier	 War,	 the	 two



battalions	 operated	 in	 the	 same	 country	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 This	 campaign
consisted	mainly	of	sweeping	skirmishes	to	flush	rebel	natives	out	of	the	bush,
and	was	over	by	mid-1878.

Private	Samuel	Wassall	VC
Samuel	Wassall	was	born	on	28	July	1856	at	number	11	Court,	Alcester	Street,
St	Mary’s	Parish	in	the	industrial	Deritend	district	of	Birmingham,	not	far	from
where	 the	St	Andrew’s	 football	ground	was	built	 in	1906.	He	was	 the	 second-
youngest	 son	 in	 the	 family	of	 seven	children	 to	a	wire	worker	named	Thomas
Wassall	 (1819-1881)	 and	 his	 wife	 Elizabeth	 (formerly	 Silk,	 1824-1869).	 The
1871	census	records	the	family	as	living	at	21	Ayres	Yard	in	St	Edmunds	Parish,
Dudley,	Birmingham,	and	Sam	was	listed	as	a	bricklayer.	He	was	apprenticed	to
a	dyer	in	1874.

He	enlisted	 into	 the	80th	Regiment	 (Staffordshire	Volunteers)	 at	Dudley	on
28	 November	 1874,	 as	 no.	 427	 Private	 Wassall.	 On	 2	 November	 1875,	 the
governor	of	the	tin-rich	province	of	Perak,	in	Malaysia,	was	murdered,	and	nine
days	 later	 Private	 Wassall	 was	 among	 three	 companies	 of	 the	 regiment	 who
sailed	 to	Singapore	on	 the	SS	Kashgar	 as	 reinforcements	 sent	 to	deal	with	 the
situation.	 Also	 among	 the	 troops	 was	 fellow	 Brummie,	 Private	 Thomas
Westwood.	 The	 culprits	 were	 soon	 captured	 and	 the	 fighting	 ceased.	 For	 his
service	he	was	awarded	the	Indian	General	Service	Medal	with	Perak	clasp.

After	 returning	 to	 the	 Hong	 Kong	 station,	 Private	Wassall	 sailed	 with	 the
regimental	 headquarters	 bound	 for	 Mauritius,	 but	 when	 measles	 broke	 out
among	the	children	on	board	the	ship	they	were	diverted	to	the	Cape,	arriving	at
East	London,	but	 they	were	refused	permission	to	 land	because	of	 the	sickness
until	6	March.	Private	Wassall’s	company	reached	Pretoria	on	13	March,	where
they	were	 attached	 to	 the	 brigade	 being	 prepared	 by	Colonel	Hugh	Rowlands
VC,	for	an	expedition	against	Sekhukhune,	chief	of	the	Pedi	tribe.	The	Pedi	and
the	 Boers	 had	 disputes	 over	 land	 boundaries	 along	 the	 Transvaal	 border,	 and
several	 confrontations	 had	 occurred.	When	Britain	 annexed	 the	 bankrupt	Boer
state	in	1877,	the	problem	was	inherited.

On	13	August	1878,	Private	Wassall	was	one	of	thirty-four	men	of	the	80th
Regiment	 who	 became	 attached	 to	 the	 Imperial	 Mounted	 Infantry	 as



Carrington’s	 Horse,	 under	 Lieutenant	 John	 Russell	 (of	 the	 12th	 Lancers),
bringing	 the	 squadron’s	 strength	 to	 120.	 The	 brigade	 also	 consisted	 of	 the	 1st
Battalion	13th	Light	Infantry	and	400	mounted	volunteers.	They	moved	to	Fort
Weber	 and	 were	 ready	 to	 assault	 Sekhukhune’s	 mountain	 stronghold	 by	 4
October.	However,	a	serious	drought	ground	the	operation	to	a	halt	through	lack
of	water	and	pasture	for	the	transport	animals.	When	sickness	began	to	hit	them
it	was	decided	to	postpone	the	campaign	until	a	more	favourable	 time,	and	the
British	withdrew.

Most	of	the	force	moved	to	Utrecht	in	the	Transvaal,	where	Colonel	Evelyn
Wood	VC	was	establishing	a	base	for	the	4th	(left	flank)	Column	in	preparation
for	the	invasion	of	Zululand.	The	mounted	infantry	were	sent	to	Rorke’s	Drift	to
join	 the	 central	 column,	 and	 after	 the	 troops	 crossed	 the	border	 on	11	 January
they	 formed	 an	 escort	 for	 Lord	 Chelmsford	 when	 he	 travelled	 north	 to
rendezvous	with	Colonel	Wood,	who	was	 advancing	 towards	Ulundi	 from	 the
north-west,	and	on	the	following	day	Private	Wassall’s	unit	formed	an	advance
guard	during	the	attack	on	Sihayo’s	stronghold.	Three	days	later	he	was	on	the
move	 again	 when	 he	 was	 with	 a	 detachment	 of	 mounted	 troops	 sent	 to
reconnoitre	 eastwards	 beyond	 iSandlwana,	 about	 thirty-five	 kilometres	 into
enemy	territory,	where	 they	encountered	a	body	of	Zulus	and	shots	were	fired,
but	there	were	no	casualties.

Captain	Barton	recorded	a	statement	after	visiting	the	hospital	at	Helpmekaar
on	11	February	1879,	where	Private	Westwood	overheard	him	relating	the	events
he	 had	 witnessed	 and	 the	 action	 of	 the	 unknown	 soldier	 who	 he	 thought	 had
perished.	Westwood	cried	out	that	it	was	Private	Wassall	who	had	saved	his	life
and	 that	 the	 hero	 was	 still	 alive.	 Captain	 Barton’s	 testimony	 set	 in	 motion	 a
recommendation	 that	 Private	Wassall	 should	 be	 awarded	 the	Victoria	Cross	 in
recognition	of	his	gallant	conduct.	Three	further	officer	statements	were	acquired
before	 Private	Wassall	 was	 tracked	 down,	 and	 on	 11	April	 he	made	 a	 formal
statement	 that	 he	 signed	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 the	 Pietermaritzburg	 District
Magistrate.

He	returned	to	 the	destroyed	camp	with	 the	17th	Lancers	on	21	May,	being
asked	to	comment	on	the	battle	and	describe	the	events	of	his	miraculous	escape.
The	 award	 of	 the	 Victoria	 Cross	 to	 Private	 Wassall	 appeared	 in	 the	 London
Gazette	 of	 17	 June	 1879,	 and	 he	 received	 the	 medal	 from	 Lord	Wolseley	 at
Utrecht	on	11	September.	He	also	received	the	South	Africa	Medal	with	1877-8-
9	clasp.	He	was	the	first	soldier	of	the	80th	Regiment	to	be	awarded	the	medal,



and	he	was	the	youngest	recipient	serving	with	the	British	army	at	that	time.	He
remained	with	the	mounted	infantry	when	the	unit	moved	to	Utrecht	to	prepare
for	the	re-invasion,	and	after	being	present	during	the	pitched	battle	at	Hlobane
Mountain,	 he	 took	 part	 in	 the	 subsequent	 operations	with	 the	 Flying	Column,
being	 present	 at	 the	Battle	 of	Ulundi	 for	 the	 final	 crushing	 defeat	 of	 the	Zulu
army	on	4	July	1879.

He	was	 discharged	 from	 the	 army	 in	 the	 summer	 of	 1880.	 He	 stood	 for	 a
photograph	to	be	taken	at	a	studio	in	Dublin	before	he	arrived	back	in	England.
The	 October	 1879	 issue	 of	 the	 popular	 children’s	 periodical,	 Aunt	 Judy’s
Magazine,	included	a	story	entitled	‘Jackanapes’,	which	is	believed	to	have	been
based	 on	 Private	Wassall’s	 Victoria	 Cross	 action.	 It	 was	written	 by	 the	 editor
herself,	Juliana	Horatia	Ewing,	who	was	an	army	officer’s	wife.

Samuel	went	to	live	at	the	home	of	his	brother,	William,	at	28	Exmouth	Street
in	 Barrow-in-Furness,	 Lancashire	 (now	 in	 Cumbria).	 He	was	 living	 at	 5	 Bath
Street	when	he	met	a	girl	named	Rebecca,	who	lived	in	the	same	street,	and	was
the	daughter	of	John	Round.	They	married	at	St	Matthew’s	Church	in	Barrow	on
10	 April	 1882.	 The	 1891	 and	 1901	 censuses	 record	 the	 family	 living	 at	 30
Exmouth	 Street,	 St	 James	 the	 Great	 Parish,	 Hindpool,	 Barrow,	 and	 he	 is
described	 as	 a	 steelworks	 labourer.	 They	 had	 four	 sons	 and	 five	 daughters
between	1883	and	1903.	Samuel	became	employed	as	an	electrical	worker	in	the
ship	 construction	 department	 at	 the	 Barrow	 shipyard,	 and	 the	 1911	 census
records	him	living	at	32	Lyon	Street,	Barrow-in-Furness.

He	 welcomed	 King	 George	 V	 and	 Queen	Mary	 at	 Furness	 Abbey	 Station
when	they	visited	the	town	on	17	May	1917,	and	he	met	them	again	on	26	June
1920	 when	 he	 was	 one	 of	 324	 holders	 of	 the	 Victoria	 Cross	 who	 attended	 a
garden	 party	 at	Buckingham	Palace	 as	 guests	 of	 the	 sovereign.	His	wife	went
with	him	and	he	described	the	occasion	as	‘one	of	the	greatest	experiences	of	my
life’.	He	was	always	proud	to	represent	ex-servicemen	at	ceremonies	and	he	was
present	 at	 the	unveiling	of	 the	 cenotaph	 in	Barrow	Public	Park.	He	placed	 the
memorial	wreath	on	several	occasions.

Samuel	Wassall	was	 one	 of	 three	 surviving	Zulu	War	VC-holders	when	 he
died	 at	 the	 North	 Lonsdale	 Hospital	 in	 Barrow	 on	 31	 January	 1927,	 aged
seventy.	After	a	service	at	St	James’s	Church,	he	was	buried	in	Barrow	Cemetery
with	military	honours	provided	by	the	King’s	Own	Regiment.	Later	that	year,	his
Victoria	Cross	was	presented	to	the	South	Staffordshire	Regiment	at	Whittington
Barracks	in	Lichfield.	He	is	named	on	a	memorial	in	the	Garrison	Church	of	St



George	 at	Whittington	Barracks.	His	 action	 is	 depicted	 on	The	Victoria	Cross
Heroes	cigarette	card	number	twelve.

A	new	memorial	stone	was	placed	at	the	grave	in	1986,	during	a	dedication
service	which	was	 attended	 by	many	 of	 his	 family	 descendants.	Among	 them
was	 ‘Genial’	 Johnny	Wassall,	who	had	gained	 the	Military	Medal	 serving	as	a
sergeant	with	 the	Royal	Marines	 in	 the	Falklands	War.	One	of	his	assignments
was	to	report	on	enemy	movements	for	two	months	while	disguised	as	a	Merino
sheep.	During	the	First	Gulf	War	in	Iraq	he	served	with	the	Special	Air	Service
and	was	commended	for	his	bravery	by	General	Schwarzkopf.
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