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The Temple Lot in Independence

Aerial view of the Temple Lot in Independence. Photo by Benjamin Griffin.

 

The Book of Mormon contains prophecies of a “New Jerusalem [that]

should be built up upon this land” (Ether 13:6). During his visit to the

Nephites, the Savior himself foretold that “as many of the house of Israel as

shall come” would “build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem” (3

Nephi 21:23). The prophecies of the New Jerusalem captured the imagination

of the early Saints and led them to cross the continent in search of this new

Zion. In the spring of 1831, the Lord instructed Joseph Smith to travel to

Missouri to identify the location of the city of Zion (see Doctrine and

Covenants 52:2). From that time forward, Independence, Missouri, became the



primary gathering place for the Saints. Unfortunately, the dream of Zion

collided with reality when serious persecutions broke out against the Saints

during the summer of 1833. In the bleak winter of the same year, the Saints’

enemies forcibly evicted them from their homes. But the hope of Zion endured.

Today Independence is a sleepy suburb in the Kansas City, Missouri,

metroplex. The Church was able to repurchase a significant portion of the

original temple lot and has since built a stately visitors’ center on it,

commemorating the commitment of the Saints from the time of Joseph Smith

down to the present to build the city of Zion. The temple lot is also a potent

reminder of the diversity of the Restoration movement, which includes dozens

of churches from diverse branches of the restored Church. Just across the street

from the Latter-day Saint visitors’ center is the temple built by the Community

of Christ, and not far away is a building owned by the Church of Christ

(Hedrickite), informally known as the Church of the Temple Lot. All of these

movements still believe in their own ways of building a New Jerusalem. While

the history of the Church in Independence is a fascinating blend of hope and

despair, the future prophecies of the city of Zion remain powerful to the Saints,

even in the present day.

 



The Latter-day Saint visitor’s center on the Temple Lot in Independence, Missouri.

Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

The best place to begin a tour of Independence is at the Latter-day Saint

visitors’ center. It is open year-round, and the missionaries can provide

information about the Church’s history in the area. There are also guides for

walking tours available at the Independence Courthouse in the center of the

city. The “Missouri Mormon Walking Trail” put together by the city is only a

few miles long and leads to all the major points of interest. The Restoration

churches in the area are friendly and welcome visitors. A walk around

Independence is a good introduction to the complexity of the past, present, and

future of the Restoration.

Finding the Location for the City of Zion



The first Latter-day Saints to arrive in Independence consisted of Oliver

Cowdery, Parley P. Pratt, and the other missionaries called to travel to the

frontier (see Doctrine and Covenants 28:8–10). A few months after Oliver and

his companions arrived in Missouri, the Lord commanded Joseph Smith to

travel to Missouri with fourteen pairs of missionaries. The Lord promised that

He would make known unto them the land of their inheritance (see Doctrine

and Covenants 52:5). Joseph and the other elders who had been called in the

revelation left Kirtland on June 19, 1831. They arrived in Independence,

Jackson County, Missouri, several weeks later on July 14. Upon their arrival,

Joseph was greeted by Oliver Cowdery, other members of the Lamanite

mission, and a small handful of converts from the area. The Prophet later

reflected, “The meeting of our brethren, who had long waited our arrival, was a

glorious one and moistened with many tears. It seemed good and pleasant for

brethren to meet together in unity.” Joseph’s thoughts were not only with the

members in his presence, however. He reflected while “standing now upon the

confines, or western limits of the united States, and looking into the vast

wilderness” on the plight of the American Indians.1

Of his visit to Missouri, Joseph Smith wrote: “After viewing the country,

seeking diligently at the hand of God, he manifested himself unto me, and

designated to me and others, the very spot upon which he designed to

commence the work of the gathering, and the upbuilding of an holy city, which

should be called Zion:—Zion because it is to be a place of righteousness, and all

who build thereon, are to worship the true and living God—and all believe in

one doctrine even the doctrine of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”2 The day

after Joseph arrived in Independence, he received a revelation based on three

questions: “When will the wilderness blossom as the rose; when will Zion be

built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations

shall come in the last days?”3

The Lord promised to consecrate the land there to the “remnant of Jacob”

(Doctrine and Covenants 52:2), a term that typically refers to the twelve tribes

of Israel. The descendants of Lehi were “among the ancestors of the American

Indians” (introduction to the Book of Mormon) and therefore heirs to the

covenants made to Abraham. The covenants made with Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob in the Old Testament were familiar to Joseph Smith and his



contemporaries. A few years after this revelation, Joseph translated the Book of

Abraham, which reiterated the blessings of the covenant. The Lord told

Abraham, “I give unto thee a promise that this right shall continue in thee, and

in thy seed after thee (that is to say, the literal seed, or the seed of the body)

shall all the families of the earth be blessed, even with the blessings of the

Gospel, which are the blessings of salvation, even of life eternal” (Abraham

2:11).

Contention over the Land of Zion

Marker for the Temple Lot in Independence. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

While Joseph Smith was enraptured with visions of the future city, the elders

who had traveled from Kirtland had mixed reactions upon learning of the city’s

location. The missionaries led by Oliver Cowdery worked among the local

settlers for several months, but they had managed to convert fewer than a

handful of the locals to the teachings of the gospel. According to one source,

Edward Partridge and the Prophet argued over the quality of the land, creating

contention between the two.4 Sidney Rigdon charged Edward with “‘having

insulted the Lord’s prophet in particular & assumed authority over him in open

violation of the Laws of God.’”5 It took several months for the rift between



Joseph and Edward to heal. In a Church conference held several months later,

Edward signaled his contrition by announcing that “if Br. Joseph has not

forgiven him he hopes he will, as he is & has always been sorry.”6

At the same time, the disagreement between Joseph Smith and Edward

Partridge was a small glitch in the grander vision of Zion. Joseph saw the city as

a key to healing the racial, political, and religious divisions of his day. Reflecting

on these events years later, Joseph recalled the promise of the moment and the

diversity of the population living in the frontier settlement. He wrote, “The first

Sabbath after our arrival in Jackson county, brother W[illiam] W Phelps

preached to a western audience, over the boundary of the United States,

wherein were present specimens of ‘all the families of the earth:’—for there were

several of the Indians; quite a respectable number of Negroes; and the balance

was made up of citizens of the surrounding country, and fully represented

themselves as pioneers of the west.”7 The Prophet saw the project to build the

city as nothing less than the beginning of the millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

The First Saints Arrive in Zion

Shortly after Joseph Smith and these missionaries arrived in Independence,

members of the Colesville Branch came to settle in Jackson County in August

1831. Joseph’s old friends, the Knight family, were among these first settlers.

Polly Knight, the matriarch of the Knight family, was ill during the entire

journey to Missouri. Her son, Newel Knight, was leading the Colesville Branch

through the trip. He was so concerned over his mother’s health that he

purchased lumber in case he needed to make a coffin for her during the journey.

He noted, “But the Lord gave her the desire of her heart, for she lived to stand

upon that land [Missouri].” Newel later wrote, “On the Sixth [of August] my

mother died. She quietly fell asleep in death rejoicing in the new and everlasting

covenant of the gospel, and praising God that she had lived to see the land of

Zion, and that her body would rest in peace after suffering as she had done

from the persecution of the wicked, and journeying to this place.”8

A revelation given to Joseph Smith provided instruction to the newly arrived

Colesville Branch settlers. The first two verses of the revelation, now found in

Doctrine and Covenants 59, appear to acknowledge Polly Knight’s death and



the sacrifices of the Knight family, saying that “those that die shall rest from all

their labors” (verse 2). The revelation also addressed the local settlers’ coarse

manner of living. William W. Phelps later noted that most of the residents of

Jackson County were “emigrants from Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and the

Carolinas .  .  . with customs, manner, modes of living and a climate entirely

different from the northerners.”9 In a later history, Joseph noted that “we could

not associate with our neighbors who were many of them of the basest of men

and had fled from the face of civilized society, to the frontier country to escape

the hand of justice, in their midnight revels, their sabbath breaking,

horseracing, and gambling.”10 Christian living, particularly Sabbath worship,

was a low priority for the local Jackson County settlers. In response to this

lifestyle, the members of the Church who were settling in the region were

commanded to live the commandments and to take special care to make the

Sabbath day an important part of their lives.

 

Mini-Devotional—Life in Zion

Before the city of Zion will be built, Latter-day Saints must first choose to

live the principles of Zion. Church members often fixate on the location of the

city without committing fully to the lifestyle of the city. In Doctrine and

Covenants 59, the Lord reiterated the Ten Commandments found in the Old

Testament (see Exodus 20:1–17). In doing so, he provided special emphasis to

the Sabbath day. In the revelation, the Lord called the Sabbath “the Lord’s day”

and counseled the Saints to “offer thine oblations and thy sacraments unto the

Most High” on this day (verse 12).

• Oblations means “offerings,” and the root of sacraments is “sacrifice.”

What have you given up to make the Sabbath day different from the

other days of the week?

The Lord also counseled the Saints to “do these things with thanksgiving”

(verse 14). Gratitude is an important reason for the Sabbath day and a vital part

of life in the city of Zion.



• How can you show gratitude for your blessings, especially on the

Sabbath day?

• Why did the Lord emphasize gratitude as an important part of life in

Zion?

Take a few moments to list the things you are thankful for.

1 Joseph Smith History, vol. A-1, 127, JSP.
2 “Letter to the Elders of the Church,” 2 October 1835, Latter Day Saints’ Messenger and Advocate,

September 1835, 179, JSP.
3 Joseph Smith History, vol. A-1, 127, JSP.
4 Ezra Booth, “Mormonism—No. VII,” Ohio Star, November 24, 1831.
5 Minute Book 2, March 10, 1832, JSP.
6 Minute Book 2, March 10, 1832, JSP.
7 Joseph Smith History, vol. A-1, 129, JSP.
8 Newel Knight, The Rise of the Latter-day Saints: The Journals and Histories of Newel Knight, ed. William.

G. Hartley and Michael Hubbard MacKay (Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Religious Studies
Center, 2019), 36–39.

9 William W. Phelps, “Extract of a Letter from the Late Editor,” Ontario Phoenix, September 7, 1831,
[2], JSP.

10 Joseph Smith, “Church History,” Times and Seasons 3, no. 9 (March 1, 1842): 708, JSP.



 

The Design of the City of Zion

The plat for the City of Zion sent to the Missouri Saints in June 1833.

The temple complex at the center of the city was a planned lot for twenty-four structures

dedicated to the offices of the priesthood. Photo courtesy Joseph Smith Papers.

 



In the years that followed the settlement of Independence, the number of

Latter-day Saints living in Jackson County quickly increased. The flood of

settlers from the new faith alarmed many of the original settlers. Missouri was a

slave state at the time, and most Latter-day Saint converts came from states

without slavery, which created a lot of tension among the locals. Many locals

were also uncomfortable with the Saints’ teachings concerning the fate and

destiny of the American Indians. Some objected to the Saints’ plans to build

their heavenly city on the Missouri frontier. While the Saints appeared to have

been aware of the growing tensions, they saw the coming Zion as foreordained.

Nothing better illustrates the plan the Saints had for Independence than the

plat of the city of Zion. This simple blueprint showed the grand plans of the

city but also the practical details of its creation. The plat was created through a

collaboration among the members of the First Presidency—Joseph Smith,

Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams. It was nothing less than a master

plan for the city of God. Around the edges of the plans, the presidency included

intricate notes about the nature of the city. The plan called for a city of one

square mile with a grid system outlining rectangular blocks with lots laid out for

homes and gardens. Early in the summer of 1833, the First Presidency sent the

plat of the city of Zion to Church leaders in Missouri.11

In some ways, the plat resembled urban land division patterns utilized

throughout the United States in the 1830s. However, in other ways the plat was

a bold departure from other city plans of the time. The greatest divergence of

the plat from other American communities is found at the heart of the map,

where two prominent rectangles sit with numbers from one to twelve inside one

box and thirteen to twenty-four inside the other. These rectangles represented

plans for a sacred complex of twenty-four temples. Based on the design, these

temples were intended for a different function than modern temples. The

temples in Zion were designed to serve as administrative centers for the

different organizations of the Church. The temples were arranged in divisions of

three and assigned to various Church organizations to house their labors.

Temples ten, eleven, and twelve were designated as “the house of the Lord for

the presidency of the high and most holy priesthood.” Other temple sets were

identified by titles such as the “house of the Lord for the presidency of the high



priesthood after the order of [Aaron],” the “house of the Lord for the teachers in

Zion,” the “house of the Lord for the Deacons in Zion,” and so forth.12

A third lot at the heart of the city represented where bishops’ storehouses

could provide for the temporal needs of the Saints. During the time the Saints

were building the city, families had to commit to live the law of consecration

before they could receive permission to travel to Missouri.

 

This August 1833 plat of the City of Zion increased the size of the city. Photo courtesy Joseph Smith Papers.

 

Though the city in Independence was intended as the center place and the

starting point for the kingdom of God on the earth, it was not planned to be

the only city built after this pattern. In the notes on the plat, the First



Presidency explained, “Where this square is thus laid off and supplied lay off

another in the same way and so fill up the world in these last days and let every

man live in the City for this is the City of Zion.”13 The early Saints held a

utopian dream of filling the world with celestial cities to serve as places of refuge

for the righteous. These dreams persisted even after Joseph Smith’s death. The

year following the martyrdom, Apostle Parley P. Pratt wrote a piece of

speculative fiction where he imagined the world a hundred years in the future,

after the Savior had already returned to earth. Pratt imagined new cities of Zion

rising in the place of cities destroyed in the last days, writing of “digging the

foundation of our new Temple in the 124th city of Joseph, near where it is

supposed the City of New York once stood.”14

 

Revised plan for the House of the Lord, August-September 1833. Photo courtesy Joseph Smith Papers.

 

While the June 1833 plat of Zion represented the hopes of the Saints at the

time, it is not likely that the design will be followed with complete exactness



when the city is finally built. Joseph Smith and his contemporaries continually

tinkered with the design, indicating that the plan was never set in stone. In

August 1833, the First Presidency sent a more detailed and expanded design for

the city to the Saints in Missouri.15 In a letter accompanying the new design,

Oliver Cowdery explained, “Those patterns previously sent you .  .  . were

incorrect in some respects; being drawn in great haste. They have therefore

drawn these, which are correct.”16 The new plan was even more explicit about

the heart of the city consisting of a temple complex, with small temples drawn

in the center in addition to numbers. It also appears that, though the general

design of the city was given by inspiration, the details of the city became a

product of mutual collaboration. For instance, the June 1833 plat of Zion

assumed the new city would be built over top of nearly half of Independence,

while the August 1833 plan covered Independence entirely.17 Additionally, in

September 1833, Presiding Bishop Edward Partridge sent a proposed revision of

the temple complex designed to create more equal spacing between the

structures.18 These changes suggest that when the city of Zion is eventually

built, it will be a collaborative effort among Church leaders. The composition of

the temple complex in the city plat reflected the nature of Church organizations

at the time; if the city were built today, it might include a complex of temples

for the Twelve Apostles, the Presidency of the Seventy, and perhaps the Relief

Society or other important administrative bodies within the Church.

The Temple Lot Today



Aerial view of the Temple Lot. The location of the first temple to be built is the

empty lawn in the center of the photo. Photo by Benjamin Griffin.

 

Today, the lot at the heart of the city of Zion contains no Latter-day Saint

temples, though a stately temple was dedicated in Clay County, just a few miles

to the north, in 2012. A temple built by the Community of Christ was

dedicated on the temple lot in 1993, and parts of the lot are currently owned by

different groups, including the Church of Christ (Hedrickite), Community of

Christ, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Though the land is

still treated as a sacred space by Latter-day Saints, the design of the city

ultimately became more influential as the Saints expanded throughout the

world. Traces of the city’s design are found wherever Latter-day Saints have built

cities or clustered around temples. Though Latter-day Saints fervently believe

the city of God will yet be built, it must also first have a people fit to occupy it.

As Apostle Orson F. Whitney taught, “The conquest of Zion is more than the

purchase or recovery of lands, the building of cities, or even the founding of

nations. It is the conquest of the heart, the subjugation of the soul, the

sanctifying of the flesh, the purifying and ennobling of the passions.”19



Over time, the Saints’ conception of Zion was refined. In the midst of severe

persecution, the Saints received revelation concerning Zion: “Let Zion rejoice,

for this is Zion—the pure in heart” (Doctrine and Covenants 97:21). Only a

few months after the initial design for the city was sent to Missouri, severe

persecutions erupted in Jackson County, and the Saints were forcibly ejected

from their promised land. The dream of Zion persisted, however, and not just as

an abstract concept. While the Lord designated Zion as the pure in heart, in the

same revelation he also declared, “Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her

place” (Doctrine and Covenants 97:19), and in another revelation he declared,

“Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are

scattered.”20

 

The Kansas City Missouri temple was dedicated in 2012, and is about fifteen minutes

north of the Independence Temple Lot. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

Mini-Devotional—The Heart of the City of Zion

Though the early Saints were unable to build the city of Zion, the plan for

the city shows that the sacred temples at the center were the heart of the

community. When the Saints built communities later in Far West, Adam-ondi-



Ahman, Nauvoo, and Salt Lake City, the centers of the cities were always

temples. Take a few minutes to reflect on the following questions:

• Is the temple at the center of your life and heart?

• What can you do to make the temple more central to your life?

• How can you make your home temple-centered?

In one design of the city of Zion, the Saints planned a space right next to the

temple for the bishops’ storehouse to assist the poor and the needy. Just like in

the ancient city of Zion built by Enoch, God wanted the Saints to create a place

where the people “were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness;

and there was no poor among them” (Moses 7:18).

• What can you do in your own community, ward, or branch to help

build unity and assist those who are less fortunate?

Take time to reflect or discuss with your loved ones the role of the Saints

have in making their homes and communities more unified and welcoming.

11 Richard Francaviglia, The New Mapmakers of Zion: A Cartographic History of Mormonism (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 2015), 31.

12 Plat of the City of Zion, circa early June–25 June 1833, [2], JSP.
13 Plat of the City of Zion, circa early June–June 25, 1833, [1], JSP.
14 Parley P. Pratt, The Essential Parley P. Pratt (Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 1990), 142.
15 Revised Plat of the City of Zion, circa early August 1833, [1], JSP.
16 Revised Plan of the House of the Lord, circa August 10–circa September 4 1833, [1], JSP.
17 John Hamer, “The Temple Lot: Visions and Realities,” By Common Consent, January 19, 2009,

https://bycommonconsent.com/2009/01/19/the-temple-lot/.
18 Proposal for Zion’s City Center from Edward Partridge, circa late September 1833, JSP.
19 Orson F. Whitney, The Life of Heber C. Kimball: An Apostle (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2001), 65.
20 “Revelation, 16–17 December 1833 [D&C 101],” p. 74, JSP.

https://bycommonconsent.com/2009/01/19/the-temple-lot/


 

Other Faiths on the Temple Lot

Community of Christ Temple on the temple lot. The temple is open for visitors. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

Perhaps the most striking building on the temple lot is the temple built by

Community of Christ. With its striking, seashell-inspired architecture, it is one

of the most prominent features in the Independence skyline. Community of

Christ was formerly known as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter

Day Saints (RLDS). The name of the church was formally changed to

Community of Christ in 2001, and it has about 250,000 members in sixty

countries around the world.21 Community of Christ traces its roots back to

Joseph Smith and the Restoration movement. It was organized by several

members of the Church who chose not to travel west under the leadership of

Brigham Young or who joined the Church after the majority of the Saints left



Nauvoo. The church formally organized in 1852 under the direction of Jason

Briggs, William Marks, and Zenos Gurley. In 1860, Joseph Smith III joined the

movement and became the church’s president, serving for over five decades until

his death in 1914.

 

Interior of the sanctuary of the Community of Christ temple in Independence. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.



 

Community of Christ owns a significant portion of the temple lot as well as

several historic sites in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois that are linked to the history

of the Latter-day Saints. Their temple in Independence was dedicated in 1993.

It serves as the headquarters of the church, with many leadership offices inside.

Several important artifacts linked to Church history are also stored in the

temple, including the manuscripts of Joseph Smith’s inspired translation of the

Bible as well as the Bible he used in the process. The spiral tower of the temple

encloses a large sanctuary where a daily prayer for peace is held. No ordinances

are performed in the temple. Anyone can visit the temple regardless of their age

or religious affiliation, but it is best to call ahead and arrange a tour in order to

see most of the interior of the temple.

Community of Christ shares a common heritage with The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, but the two churches have widely diverged in their

doctrine and theology. Both churches share a faith in God the Father and Jesus

Christ, though Community of Christ believes in the Trinity, teaching that

“God is a community of three persons.”22 Both churches share a number of

ordinances, including baptism, confirmation, and the Lord’s Supper

(sacrament), and they both perform patriarchal blessings. However,

Community of Christ does not perform proxy ordinances for the dead or any

form of the other ordinances that Latter-day Saints practice in their temples.

The two temples operated by Community of Christ—that is, the Kirtland

Temple and the one they built in Independence—serve as “places of beauty,

worship, education, and church guidance, [and] compasses and lighthouses for

[their] faith journey.”23 Community of Christ rejects the teachings of eternal

marriage and plural marriage.

 



Community of Christ Auditorium in Independence. World Conference is held every three years by Community of

Christ in this building. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

Another prominent Community of Christ building on the temple lot is the

auditorium. The building features a large green dome and served for many years

as the church’s headquarters. Typically, a world conference is held in the

auditorium every three years, with delegates from different missions around the

world gathering to Independence. These conferences serve a different purpose

than the Latter-day Saint general conferences held in Salt Lake City. A

Community of Christ’s world conference serves as a kind of legislative session,

where delegates engage in parliamentary procedure to discuss resolutions and

proposals for the church.

 



The Old Stone Church is the first building constructed on the Temple Lot by

Community of Christ and still has an active congregation. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 



The Church of Christ, also referred to as the Hedrickite Church or the Church of the Temple Lot is built on and

owns the lot where the first building of the temple complex was planned. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

Just across the street from Community of Christ’s temple is the world

headquarters of the Church of Christ, sometimes informally referred to as the

Church of the Temple Lot or as the Hedrickites. This church owns the portion

of the temple lot where construction on the first of the twenty-four temples in

Zion began in the 1830s. Granville Hedrick was the leader of a branch of the

Church in the midwestern United States who chose not to travel west with

Brigham Young. In 1864, Granville received a revelation directing his followers

to return to Independence and obtain the temple lot. Soon, a small group did

return and purchased eight lots, including the lot where the first temple was

intended to be built.

In 1891, Community of Christ (then the RLDS Church) filed a lawsuit to

obtain the temple lot. The RLDS Church won in the lower courts, but

eventually the decision was overturned, and the Church of Christ was allowed

to retain their properties on the temple lot. In 1929, the Church of Christ

began excavations to build their own temple on the land they owned. During

this time, they found two cornerstones they believe are the original cornerstones



placed by the early Saints in 1831. The economic hardships of the Great

Depression forced the Church of Christ to abandon its plans for a temple.

Later, the church built the white building that remains on the lot today and

which serves as their world headquarters. Inside the building, there is small

visitors’ center where the cornerstones may be viewed. In the large lawn to the

side of the Church of Christ’s building, several markers note the corners of the

first temple intended to be built in the city of Zion.

 

Cornerstones found on the Temple Lot are on display in the visitor’s center at the Church of Christ (Hedrickite).

Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

 

The Church of Christ believes in and teaches from the Book of Mormon and

the Bible, though they diverge from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints in several important ways. They do not use the Doctrine and Covenants

or the Pearl of Great Price. They also do not perform any temple ordinances or

proxy ordinances for the deceased. The Church of Christ does not currently

operate any temples, though they still hope to build their temple on the temple

lot. There are about five thousand members of the Church of Christ throughout

the world.



 

Headquarters of the The Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints located

in the former William Chrisman High School on the Temple Lot.

A number of other churches in the Independence area trace their heritages

back to Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon. The Remnant Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter Day Saints has its headquarters in the former William

Chrisman High School, which is near the temple lot. This church officially

organized in 1999, primarily by former members of Community of Christ.24

Other Restoration faiths in the area include the Church of Jesus Christ,

reorganized by Alpheus Cutler in 1852. The headquarters for the Church of

Jesus Christ, reorganized by Alpheus Cutler, is just off the temple lot at 807

South Cottage Avenue in Independence. This church is unique because it is one

of the few Restoration groups in the area that practice a form of temple

ordinances, including the endowment and baptism for the dead.

 



Meetinghouse for The Church of Jesus Christ reorganized by Alpheus Cutler located not far from the Temple Lot.

 

The membership of the churches in the Independence area vary in size from

thousands of members to only a handful of members. Proselyting Latter-day

Saint missionaries serving in Independence are often greeted at the door by

families who believe and cherish the Book of Mormon but do not belong to

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. One commonality among all

of the Restoration faiths in Independence is their sincere desire to build the city

of Zion, with its complex of holy temples at its heart.

Mini-Devotional—Restoration Cousins

The temple lot is a striking example of the diverse number of churches who

trace themselves back to the early Restoration. By one count, there are over two

hundred different churches that believe in Jesus Christ, the mission of Joseph



Smith, and the Book of Mormon.25 The beliefs among these churches vary

widely, and most of the churches are relatively small, but on the temple lot we

share a sacred space with these cousins of the Restoration.

• How can we show respect and love toward our “cousins” in the

Restoration?

• How can we build on common beliefs with these religions while staying

true to our own testimonies of divine mission of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints?

21 https://cofchrist.org/about-us/
22 Sharing in Community of Christ, 3rd ed. (Independence, MO: Herald House Publishing, 2012), 14.
23 Sharing in Community of Christ, 19.
24 See Casey Paul Griffiths, “A Renewal of the Faith: The Origins and Progress of the Remnant Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,” Journal of Mormon History 43, no. 3 (Summer 2018): 112–31.
25 For a full account of every Restoration movement, see Steven L. Shields, Divergent Paths of the

Restoration: An Encyclopedia of the Smith-Rigdon Movement, 2 vols., 5th edition, (Salt Lake City:
Signature Books, 2022).

https://cofchrist.org/about-us/


 

Significant events at this location:

In the summer of 1833, persecutions broke out against the Saints in Jackson County, Missouri.

Facing intense opposition, the Saints agreed to leave Jackson County by April 1834, but the local

Missourians forced them to leave in November 1833.

Doctrine and Covenants 97, 98, 100, 101, 103, 105, and 124 contain the Lord’s counsel about the

loss of Zion and its eventual redemption.
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