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INTRODUCTION:
THE CRADLE OF THE RESTORATION

The Sacred Grove near the Joseph Smith Family Farm. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

Every year, millions of pilgrims travel to Jerusalem, Mecca, India, and host
of other locations around the globe. These travelers long to walk in the
footsteps of sacred figures, see the lands of their scriptures, and maybe take
home a bit of the sacred with them. We equate miracles of the past with lands



distant from our own, but for Latter-day Saints holy sites are found all around
us. One of the central teachings of the Book of Mormon is that Jesus Christ
manifests Himself “unto all nations.” For the Saints, sacred history is found not
only in the ruins of ancient cities like Jerusalem but are also nestled among the
modern towns and cities of the New World. Places like Palmyra, Fayette, and
Harmony take their place alongside the holy sites of the Bible in the history of
the Latter-day Saints. Through the events of the early Restoration the lush
green forests of the eastern regions of North America take their place alongside
the hills and valleys of Israel as the abode of angels and prophets. This beautiful
landscape forms the cradle of the Restoration, the first places where God
reached out to men and women in modern times to restore His Church to
earth in the latter-days.

In making the pilgrimage to these sacred places we find connection and
meaning to the stories of our own lives. If God knew the name of an obscure
farm boy in a rustic village in upstate New York, He knows your name too. If
Jesus Christ appeared to answer the questions of a fourteen-year-old seeking
wisdom, He is aware of you and wants to answer your questions as well. If
angels appeared to tutor, instruct, and guide a young frontier prophet, then
angels can assist you in the daily struggles of your life. The strength and
fortitude gained from the interventions of Heavenly beings can be passed on to
us in the present. When we walk this holy ground we become a part of the
sacred landscape, and the stories that took place in the cradle of the
Restoration and find new life in our discipleship.

Why We Wrote This Book

This book is part of a series of guides designed to enhance your visit to the
Church History sites. This volume focuses on the earliest sites of the
Restoration, beginning with the birthplace of the Prophet Joseph Smith in
Sharon, Vermont, and continuing through the various places he lived during
his prophetic career. The New England states of Vermont, New York, and
Pennsylvania were where the Prophet lived during his formative years with his
family, first fell in love with his wife, Emma, and began the marvelous work of



the Restoration. It has been our privilege to visit these sites on many occasions
and feel the sense of the sacred in these beautiful locations.

However, any site can become just another stop on the road without a
knowledge of the history that took place there. Many sites have visitor centers
staffed by helpful missionaries who can assist you in knowing the story that
makes the place sacred. Many pilgrims enlist the help of a guide during the
travels through the lands of the early Restoration. On occasion, during our
visits to the sites we have often seen families pull up to a site, wander a few
moments, and then return to their car without fully knowing what makes the
place they visited so special.

In the past there were many site books available concerned with just helping
you with finding directions to the site. However, with the advent of new
technology, finding most Church history sites has become relatively simple.
This has rapidly increased the number of people who seek out these sites on
their own. Because of this, directions to the sites have been placed in this book
only when they are absolutely necessary. Instead, these books are designed to
provide you with the background stories behind the sites. Whenever possible
we have drawn from first-hand accounts produced by those who lived on these
properties and played their vital roles in the work of the Restoration. The
intent behind these books is to enhance your visits to the sites by putting
primary sources into your grasp, arranged site by site.

Another notable departure in these volumes is the scope we have chosen.
Many guidebooks have chosen to list every site possible within a given area.
This can be very useful, but usually limits the narrative of a site to just a few
paragraphs because of the need to cover every site. Where other authors have
chosen breadth over depth, we have chosen instead to focus on the primary
sites in each region and provide a thorough account of the events that took
place there from primary sources. This means that there might be other places
worth visiting not covered in this book. Near Mendon, New York, for instance,
is the baptismal site of Brigham Young, which is difficult to find but well
worth visiting. You might want to consult with the local missionaries if you are
interested in visiting more out of the way sites like this one. For our purposes
here, we have chosen to focus on the primary sites in each region.



How to Use This Book

This book is arranged to give you the stories that took place at each of the
sites, with special emphasis on the relationship of each location to the
scriptures, particularly the Doctrine and Covenants. Chapters are arranged
roughly chronologically, beginning with Sharon, Vermont, where Joseph
Smith’s birthplace, and concluding with the Peter Whitmer Sr. Farm, the last
place Joseph Smith lived in New England before moving first to Ohio and
then to other places during his prophetic ministry. Other books in this series
will cover Church history sites and their stories in Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, and
other locations.

Each chapter begins with a few bullet points which overview the most
significant events at each site, and the revelations received at these locations.
The story of behind the site is organized around these events, with emphasis
given to the times and places where revelations were received that became part
of the scriptural canon. Many New England sites, such as the Smith Family
Farm in Palmyra or the Grandin Press, are staffed by missionaries who can also
help guide you through the sites. These books are not intended to take the
place of the missionaries, whose testimonies and teachings you find to be an
important part of each site visit. The missionaries at the sites will help you find
the key locations and share brief stories with you. These books are designed to
enhance the experience you will have with the missionaries by providing you
with the primary sources and cutting-edge scholarship behind each of the
locations.

At other sites, such as Alvin Smith’s headstone or the Martin Harris farm,
missionaries are not available. These sites can be more difficult to locate.
Information about these sites can be harder to find, so we have included
photographs and more specific directions to find these sites. At these locations
the information in this book will help you to act as your own tour guide, or
serve as a guide to others. Sites without visitor centers or missionaries are often
overlooked but can provide an array of edifying experiences if visitors are
provided with the right information to enhance their visit.

In each chapter a series of mini-devotionals are embedded into the text to
deepen your experience at each of the sites, using questions provided to guide



your reflection on the site you visit or can be used to teach your friends and
loved ones visiting the sites with you. At most locations you will visit, areas are
provided where visitors can take a few moments for reflection. The devotionals
provided point out some of the most important principles learned by the early
Saints at this location. Taking a little time to reflect and review the events and
personalities associated with each site will bring deeper meaning to your time
spent in these special places.

Finally, we would remind you that reverence invites revelation. We would
invite you to spend a few moments during your travels reading the revelations
given by the Lord to the early Saints as they struggled to accomplish their
work. As you do so, we feel you will become a part of the stories you are
learning about. One of the great blessings of living in our time is that there is
no end to the story of the Restoration for only those who pick up the sacred
commandments and teachings given to the early Saints and make them a part
of their own story. As you search, ponder, and pray in these holy places, we
hope that your love for the Savior will increase, and your testimony of His
work in the latter-days will continue to grow.

Casey Paul Griffiths
Mary Jane Woodger
General Editors



Signiﬁcant events in this area:

The Mayflower docked in Plymouth Bay, Massachusetts on December 16, 1620.
Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack were married on January 24, 1796 in Tunbridge,

Vermont.

Brigham Young was born on June 1, 1801 in Whitingham, Vermont.

The Prophet Joseph Smith was born on December 23, 1805 in Sharon, Vermont.
Joseph Smith Jr. had surgery on his leg in 1813 Lebanon, New Hampshire.
Wilford Woodruff went on a mission to the Fox Islands, Maine from 1837 to 1838.

George A. Smith arranged the Smith Family Memorial in Topsfield, Massachusetts, in
1873.

The Joseph Smith Birthplace Memorial in Sharon, Vermont was dedicated on December
23, 1905.

The Smith Family Memorial in Topsfield, Massachusetts was renovated in 2019, and was
rededicated in 2022.



THE BIRTHPLACE AND SEEDBED

Joseph Smith’s Birthplace and Other Church History Sites in
Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Maine
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The Joseph Smith monument at the Prophet’s birthplace in Sharon, Vermont. Photo by Kenneth
Mays.

Many members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints consider
Palmyra, New York, as the birthplace of the Restoration of the gospel. It is here



that Joseph Smith, at the age of fifteen, went into a grove of trees and saw God
the Father and his son Jesus Christ in a miraculous vision. However, when we
think of the birthplace of the Restoration, we should not think of only New
York. Joseph himself was born in Vermont in 1805, and many of the early
Church leaders, including Brigham Young, Wilford Woodruff, Oliver
Cowdery, and Hyrum Smith, were born in the surrounding New England
states. More than two dozen other early General Authorities were native to the
New England area. Many of the first latter-day converts accepted the gospel in
New England, and many of these converts were the descendants of the area’s
first settlers.t

New England was one of the first areas to be established as a British colony
when settlers crossed the Atlantic Ocean hoping to practice religion without
government interference. When the Mayflower landed on the shores of
Massachusetts, the seeds for the Restoration of the gospel of Christ were
planted once more in the land of promise. From the revelations and visions
given to Nephi in the Book of Mormon, we know that the establishment of
the United States was of divine intention—to build a foundation for the
Church of Jesus Christ to be restored to the earth (1 Nephi 13:12-15). The
government that came from the legacy of these colonists would allow early
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to experience the
blessings of religious freedom. It was this religious freedom that fostered the
questions of a fifteen-year-old boy—questions that urged him to go into a
grove of trees and seek knowledge about Christ’s everlasting gospel. This boy
would see God the Father and his son Jesus Christ in a miraculous vision in
the grove of trees, and many years later, he would open the final dispensation
of the gospel of Christ.

Because it is connected to many early Church members, the New England
area has become a sojourn for many. As you explore and wander the roads of
the monuments and farmlands of the early Saints—from the legacy of the
Smith family to the Fox Islands of President Wilford Woodruff’s mission in
Maine—you will see that “New England . . . is the birthplace and seedbed of

Mormonism.”2

Mayflower Replica, Plymouth Bay
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The Mayflower II moored at Plymouth, Massachusetts.. Photo by Benjamin Griffin.

In many of Nephi’s recorded visions, he saw events that would transpire in
the latter days. In one vision, Nephi saw Christopher Columbus “discover” the
American continent: “I looked and beheld a man among the Gentiles, who was
separated from the seed of my brethren by the many waters . . . and he went
forth upon the many waters, even unto the seed of my brethren, who were in
the promised land” (1 Nephi 13:12). He also saw other Gentiles sailing across
the sea, and he saw these people prosper and obtain the land for their
inheritance (1 Nephi 13:14—15). These Book of Mormon prophecies may refer
to any person led by the Spirit to the New World. The also hold special
application for the Pilgrims, sailing across the sea on the Mayflower to a land
where they were promised a blessing they had been deprived of: the freedom of
religion. No matter whether they left England by choice or were driven away,
the Pilgrims were determined to purify and reform the Church of England.
They hoped to return to their home country one day and be welcomed back by

those who would recognize and accept the work God wrought through them.3



Among the Pilgrim settlers were seven ancestors of the Prophet Joseph
Smith: Edward Fuller, his wife, and their son, Samuel; John Tilley, his wife,
and their daughter, Elizabeth; and John Howland, who married Elizabeth
Tilley.4

As you look at the replica ship docked in the Plymouth Bay harbor, you can
imagine the living conditions that these people had to endure as they
journeyed across a dangerous ocean to a land that they knew little about and
where they would start life over from scratch. Of the 102 passengers and 25
crewmembers that made it to America, all but 44 of these Pilgrims died within
their first winter in this new land. Among the dead were Edward Fuller, John
Tilley, and both of their wives.

Mini-Devotional—Trials of Faith

Imagine a scene aboard a cramped, wet, and sickness-filled boat. It is the
year 1620, and you are one of the lucky few to have the opportunity to travel
to the New World. A great storm is raging on the sea, and the crewmembers
are struggling to keep the ship afloat. Despite these terrifying odds, you remain
strong because of your faith in God. You have hope that this journey will be
successful and bring you to a better life in a better land.

e What are some ways that faith has given you courage to overcome trials
in your life?

e What are some ways that you can strengthen your faith in Heavenly
Father and the Savior?

Fast forward to the winter of the following year. Forty-five of the original
102 passengers of the Mayflower have died, but you continue forward, building
homes and shelters for not only your own company but the many of thousands
of migrants that will join you in the coming years. As you settle into the New
World, you remain faithful to your belief in God and to the mission you swore
to fulfill. You are a city set on a hill, in open view of all the earth.2 You will set
an example for the rest of the world so that you can one day return to the Old
World bearing the kingdom of God on your shoulders.®

e What are some blessings you have noticed in your life by having faith in



Jesus Christ?

Thank your Father in Heaven for inspiring these brave men and women to
help these brave men and women to help prepare the land for the Restoration
of the gospel.. Elder Dieter E Uchtdorf observed, “Often, all we see is the path
directly ahead—we cannot see where the bends in the road will lead.”Z Trust
that your Heavenly Father will lead you on the path towards your own eternal
destiny.

The Smith Family Memorial Monument,
Topstield, Massachusetts

The Smith Family memorial monument in lopsfield, Massachusetts. Photo by Kenneth Mays.

When Latter-day Saints think of Church history sites of significance,
Topsfield, Massachusetts, is probably not the first town they think of.
However, among the first residents of Massachusetts in or near the town of
Topsfield were five generations of Joseph Smith’s paternal progenitors. The
Smith family was a prominent presence in Topshield, starting with Robert
Smith, who immigrated to Massachusetts from England, and his wife Mary
French Smith.8

Robert Smith was fifteen years old in 1638 when he emigrated from
England and arrived in Boston, Massachusetts, where he worked as an



indentured servant and later as a tailor. When he later moved north to Ipswich,
he met Mary French, a native of Boston. They married in 1656 before moving
to Rowley, Massachusetts (later known as Boxford). The couple had ten
children together, one of which was Samuel Smith I. Robert later settled the
Smith homestead in Topsfield, where five generations of the Smith family
would live for most of their lives.2 Samuel became the executor of the
homestead after Robert’s death.

Of all the Smiths that lived in Topsfield, Samuel Smith I's son Samuel Smith
II was the most distinguished. Samuel II served as a town clerk and as
Topsfield’s selectman and was a member of the Tea Committee, the
Committee of Safety, and the Committee of Correspondence. Most notably,
Samuel II represented Topsfield as a delegate to the Provincial Congress in
1775 and served as captain of the Topsfield militia. 1

The youngest son of Samuel Smith II and his wife, Priscilla Gould Smith,
was Asael Smith. Asael and his wife, Mary Duty Smith, moved from Topsfield
to New Hampshire in 1772, where he would serve in the Revolutionary War.
Asael, his wife, and their ten children returned to Topsfield in 1786, where
their youngest child was born three years later. In 1791, Asael sold the Smith
homestead and moved his family to Tunbridge, Vermont.

A deeply religious man, Asael Smith prophesied that something would come
forth from his posterity to revolutionize the world. When word about the
visions of his grandson Joseph Smith Jr. reached him, Asael stated “that he
always knew that God was going to raise up some branch of his family to be a
great benefit to mankind.”}L Apostle George A. Smith, cousin to Joseph Smith
Jr., recorded: “My grandfather Asael fully believed in the Book of Mormon,
which he read nearly through, although in his eighty-eighth year, without the
aid of glasses.” Unfortunately, because of Asael’s weakened and aged condition,
he was unable to be baptized and died shortly after this meeting in Potsdam,
New York, in October 1830. However, his wife, Mary Duty Smith, joined the
Saints in Kirtland, Ohio, in May 1836 along with her grandson Elias. Joseph
Smith Jr. recorded, “She had not been baptized on account of Jesse Smith, her
eldest son, who has always been an enemy of the work. . . . My grandfather,
Asael Smith, long ago predicted that there would be a prophet raised up in his

family, and my grandmother was fully satisfied that it was fulfilled in me.”12



Mary fell ill a few days after arriving in Kirtland and died on May 27, but she
remained firm in the faith, despite not being baptized.12

In 1873, George A. Smith arranged for a memorial that would honor
Samuel Smith I, Samuel Smith II, and their wives, who are said to be buried in
the Pine Grove Cemetery, located by Topsfield’s town center. Because the
cemetery did not exist at the time of Robert and Mary French Smith’s deaths,
it is likely they were buried elsewhere, so their names were not included on the
memorial. Asael Smith and his wife, Mary Duty Smith, are also not buried
there since Asael died in Potsdam, New York, and Mary died in Kirtland,
Ohio.2% In 2019, the Church announced plans to clean and renovate the
monument—this time commemorating all five generations of the Smith family
that lived in Topsfield. The project was originally scheduled to be dedicated in
June 2020, but the COVID-19 pandemic delayed the monuments
construction, so the dedication was postponed. On September 25, 2020, the
five stone sections commissioned and created for the monument were
assembled and fitted on the site, thus completing the project. Dedication is set
to take place in 2022, with hopes that the Acting President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles and great-great-grandson of Hyrum Smith, M. Russell
Ballard, will attend and dedicate the site. This renovated monument will stand

as a lasting tribute to the Smith family’s incredible heritage.12

Mini-Devotional—Iessons from Ancestors

As you step through the cemetery and approach the Smith Family Memorial
Monument, you may notice that its spire stands like a light on a hill. Think of
all the members of the Smith family that called this area home and how their
faith in God influenced the boy that would become the Prophet of the
Restoration. Think about your own ancestors and the stories and lessons they
can teach you as you sit on the stone benches within the monument
boundaries.

*  What ancestral stories have helped shape your faith?
e What are some ways you can learn about and serve your ancestors?



Pray and thank your Heavenly Father for your heritage, and pray for the
spirit of Elijah to be with you, to inspire you to reach out to your ancestors
and learn their stories and what they can offer you.

Home of Solomon Mack II and Solomon III,
Gilsum, New Hampshire

Vermont and Massachusetts are not the only New England states that played
an important role in early Church history. Joseph Smith Jr’s maternal
ancestors are connected to the state of New Hampshire. Solomon Mack,
Joseph’s grandfather, moved from Lyme, Connecticut, and settled in the
Marlowe, New Hampshire, area in 1761. He moved to Gilsum, New
Hampshire, around 1773. Gilsum is where Solomon and his family would
settle and live for most of the rest of their lives, despite still owning land in

Marlowe. 16



Lucy Mack Smith was born in Gilsum in a log cabin on July 8, 1775. 'The
log cabin is located on the southeastern side of the Centennial Bond Cemetery
in Gilsum, New Hampshire. It now stands as a private, fenced residence and is
not open to the public. The maternal grandfather, uncle, and cousin of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, all of whom were named Solomon, played vital roles in
connecting the town of Gilsum to Latter-day Saint history.

Solomon Mack II, Joseph’s uncle, built a second home in Gilsum in 1835,
and it later served as the meeting place of the Gilsum branch’s reorganization
in 1849. Lucy Mack Smith wrote to her brother and his wife, Esther, to share
the news of the coming forth of the Book of Mormon and the Restoration of
the gospel. This letter planted the seeds of faith and bore fruit in the Mack
family in Gilsum. According to historical records, Solomon II and his family
were baptized and remained strong members of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in their Gilsum branch. Solomon II’s sons, Solomon III and

Chilion, would serve as branch president and branch clerk, respectively.lz

The large headstone on the left marks the burial place of Solomon Mack,
the father of Lucy Mack Smith.Photo by Kenneth Mays.

Mini-Devotional—Sharing the Gospel



Imagine the excitement that Lucy Mack Smith felt as she shared the news of
the restored gospel with her family. She must have felt such joy when they were
baptized and joined the Church. Also imagine the joy that her brother
Solomon Mack II felt when he received the message and the blessings that he
and his family received upon being baptized.

e Who are some people that you have shared or want to share the gospel
with?

* Brainstorm different ways you can share the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the love of God with these people.

Pray for inspiration and courage to share the gospel within your own family.
Pray for Heavenly Father to bless and inspire the missionaries serving around
the world to find those who have been waiting and preparing to receive the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

Stephen Mack’s Store, Tunbridge, Vermont




This structure, then a sawmill, was part of Stephen Mack’s business. Photo by Kenneth Mays.
Lucy Mack Smith’s early life could be described “by death and illnesses.”2
When she was three, her father, Solomon Mack, suffered from two separate
falling accidents—the first from a tree and the second from a waterwheel. He
left for Nova Scotia when Lucy was eight, and her mother, Lydia Gates Mack,
suffered from a “severe fit of sickness” not long after.l? Lydia ultimately left
Lucy in the care of her older brother Stephen Mack. When Lucy was fourteen,
her married sister, Lovisa Mack Tuttle, fell ill with consumption along with
another sister, Lovina Mack, who was a year younger than Lovisa. For the next
five years, both sisters would hover above the brink of death. And at age
sixteen, Lucy would carry incapable Lovina, age twenty-nine, from chair to

bed.20

This building in Tunbridge, Vermont was also part of the complex of

businesses owned by Stephen Mack.. Photo by Angel Sturgill.



After Lovina and Lovisas deaths, Stephen Mack invited depressed Lucy
Mack to visit him in Tunbridge, Vermont.2l It was during her visit to
Tunbridge that Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy met.22 Stephen was a very
prominent businessman in the town of Tunbridge; he owned a sawmill,
gristmill, blacksmith shop, and other businesses when Asael Smith’s family
moved to the community.2? Lucy met Joseph while working in a store that her
brother owned in the town. Lucy and Joseph married on January 24, 1796.

President Brigham Young declared of this union,

[It] was decreed in the counsels of eternity, long before the foundations of the earth
were laid that [Joseph Smith] should be the man, in the last dispensation of this world, to
bring forth the word of God to the people and receive the fulness of the keys and power
of the Priesthood of the Son of God. The Lord had his eye upon him, and upon his
father, and upon his father’s father, and upon their progenitors clear back to Abraham,
and from Abraham to the flood, from the flood to Enoch, and from Enoch to Adam. He

has watched that family and that blood as it has circulated from its fountain to the birth

of that man.24

Mini-Devotional—Heavenly Father’s Plan

Ponder the plan that Heavenly Father has in store for you and how he has
prepared not only you but generations of your ancestors to fulfill his plan for
you. Trust that everything your Heavenly Father has promised will be
accomplished in his own way and timing.

e  What blessings have you experienced by relying on Heavenly Father’s
timing?

e What blessings are promised to us as we strive to keep the
commandments?

Thank Heavenly Father for the love he has for you and for knowing you well
enough to discern when it is time for the major events of your life to be
accomplished.

Joseph Smith Birthplace and Memorial Grounds and

Monument, Sharon, Vermont



Joseph Smith Birthplace and Memorial Grounds in Sharon, Vermont. Photo by Casey Paul
Griffiths.

After marrying, Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith farmed in
Tunbridge for the next six years before selling the property in 1802. While in
Tunbridge, they had their first four children. Their first was an unnamed son
who did not live past infancy. They then had Alvin in 1798, Hyrum in 1800,
and their first daughter, Sophronia, in 1803. The family of five moved to
Royalton for a few months and then to a farm in Sharon, Vermont, that they
rented from Lucy’s father, Solomon Mack.22 While running this farm, Joseph
also taught school during the winter months to make ends meet.

On December 23, 1805, Joseph Smith Jr., the Prophet of the Restoration,
was born while his family still lived in Sharon. He was named Joseph, not only
after his father but in fulfillment of prophecy given by Joseph of Egypt many
centuries prior: “But a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins; and unto
him will I give power to bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins. . .



And his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the name of his
father. And he shall be like unto me; for the thing which the Lord shall bring
forth by his hand, by the power of the Lord shall bring my people unto
salvation” (2 Nephi 3:11, 15). This prophecy shows that Joseph Smith was
foreordained for his role as a prophet in the latter days. He would translate the
Book of Mormon from gold plates and restore the gospel of Jesus Christ in its
fullness once more.

Joseph Smith Birthplace and Memorial Grounds in Sharon, Vermont. Photo by Casey Paul
Griffiths.

The Smith family lived on the Sharon farm for three years, from 1804 to
1807. Solomon Mack later returned to the farm until the death of his wife,
Lydia Gates Mack, around 1817. After her death, he returned to live in Gilsum
with his son, Solomon Mack I1.2¢ The Sharon farm site is still a spot of
significance to Latter-day Saints. The farm is now located on a 283-arce plot of
land known as the Joseph Smith Memorial Grounds. Junius E Wells, son of
Daniel H. Wells, a close friend of Joseph Smith Jr. in Nauvoo, went to



Vermont in 1884 to locate the site of the Prophet’s birth. When he arrived, all
he found was the hearthstone and the remaining foundation where the small
house once stood.

Later, in March 1905, Junius E Wells returned to New England to discuss
his plan for building a monument to Joseph Smith Jr. with a contractor named
Riley C. Bowers. Riley believed the idea was workable, and with this
endorsement, Junius shared his idea with the First Presidency in a letter dated
April 1, 1905. The First Presidency answered that Junius should first locate the
Prophet’s birthplace and then try to purchase the land. Only then would they
consider the proposal for the monument.2Z

Joseph Smith Birthplace and Memorial Grounds in Sharon, Vermont. Photo by Kenneth Mays.

It was simple to find the land where Joseph Smith Jr. was born. Several
residents of Sharon helped to identify the Solomon Mack property on May 19,
1905. The land was owned by C. H. Robinson, and Junius E Wells bargained



with Robinson to purchase the property and a narrow section of land
connecting the birthplace site with Dairy Hill Road. After purchasing the
sixty-eight acres, Junius returned to Salt Lake City and prepared a report for
the First Presidency, complete with a sketch of the monument he had
envisioned. He suggested the monument be 38%% feet tall and be made of gray
Barre granite. A tribute to the Prophet would be on the inscription die and the
capstone. The First Presidency approved the project and publicly announced
the monument on July 1, 1905. On July 6, Junius was given full power of
attorney to erect the monument that would be known as the Joseph Smith
Birthplace Memorial. From then on, Junius devoted himself to building the
monument. He located a quarry in Barre, Vermont, wherein they found a
granite piece that could be used for the monument’s die and capstone. They
found two pieces suitable for the first and second bases soon after.

Many challenges stood in the way of completing this project. Locating a
forty-foot shaft of Barre granite was very difficult. The shaft they eventually
found weighed sixty tons, and a temporary railroad was constructed to
transport the stone. The shaft was transported six miles by train to the Barclay
Brothers cutting and polishing shed. Once it arrived, it took only sixteen
minutes to cut.

After the stone was polished, Junius FE. Wells used a railroad line that ran
from Barre to Royalton to transport the stone shaft. Then, to transport the
shaft from Royalton to the monument site, Junius found a special wagon built
to bring the stones to the site. The wagon had tires that were twenty inches
wide, axles that were eight feet long and eight inches in diameter, and a total
weight of eight tons. The bridge over the First Branch of the White River in
South Royalton had to be reinforced to support the weight.28 Twenty-two
horses in total were sent to transport the first full load, which contained the
monuments two base pieces. The progress was slow-moving as the horses
would get tired and the wagon would sink into the mud. The crew
transporting the load ended up wedging ten-by-three-inch hardwood planks
under the wheels to keep them from getting stuck in the mud. The journey
from Royalton to the monument site was only two miles, but it took two
weeks before the bases made it to South Royalton and another week before
they arrived at the monument site in late October 1905.



The next stone was the nineteen-ton, six-foot inscription die. They
transported it without incident until they reached the bridge over the
Tunbridge Branch. The wagon carrying the die was higher than what the
covered bridge allowed. Fortunately, the contractor provided a special low-to-
the-ground wagon which allowed the die to pass under the covered bridge. The
die arrived successfully thanks to this small miracle.

ULEEHTTRATTE

The hearthstone from the original cabin where Joseph
Smith, Jr. was born can be found in the visitor's center.
Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

On November 7, 1905, the monumental task of hauling the forty-foort,
forty-ton shaft began. The journey to the memorial site would take
approximately thirty-three days, with the crew traveling only the length of a
football field each day. Eventually they made it to the foot of Haynes Hill. It
rained all that day, and the land was nothing but a muddy bog. It would be



impossible to go further without a miracle. Junius knelt and prayed for a
miracle before retiring to a hotel for the night. Junius’s prayer was answered
that evening. A very cold northeastern wind blew south out of Quebec,
forming a Canadian Clipper that swept through Vermont, dropping the
temperature to thirty-five degrees. The bog froze as hard as steel, which allowed
the crew to transport the shaft up the hill. They managed to do it so quickly
that the crew transporting the shaft arrived at the site a day before the
inscription die did.22

The last stone to arrive at the site was the ten-ton molded cap. By November
26, 1905, all the stones were at the site. A derrick would lift the forty-foot
shaft thirteen feet into the air, turn it perpendicular, and set it into place on
the site. This was scheduled to be completed on December 8, 1905. On the
day of the event, the assembled crowd cheered as the shaft was lowered into
place. After giving a prayer of thanks, Junius E Wells leaped to his feet and
exclaimed, “All right boys, now I am with you, let her go!” After 137 days of
grueling work and a series of miracles, the Joseph Smith Birthplace Monument
was completed.?Y

The dedicatory services for the site were held on December 23, 1905, the
hundredth anniversary of the Prophets birth. Twenty-five Church leaders,
including the prophet, President Joseph E Smith, traveled from Utah to
participate. In his dedicatory prayer, President Smith referred to the granite
shaft as an apt “token that inspired man to God whom [he] didst make into a
polished shaft in [his] hand.” Junius E Wells returned to Vermont to the
memorial the two summers following the dedication to supervise
beautification of the monument. Though many Vermont residents opposed the
monument at first, Junius observed a “lessening of prejudice” as visitors felt the
“reverent spirit in the beautiful place.”3!

In 1913, the memorial’s caretaker invited the missionaries and Latter-day
Saints in New England to celebrate Pioneer Day in Sharon. Eastern States
Mission President Ben E. Rich spoke of Joseph Smith Jr., who foretold of the
Saints becoming a mighty people in the Rocky Mountains. He expressed how
appropriate it was to celebrate the holiday at the Prophet’s birthplace in light of

this prophecy.22



Photo from the top of Patriarch Hill, the Joseph Smith Memorial Monument
is visible in the distance.. Photo by Casey Paul Griffiths.

On the grounds now stands a memorial shaft raised to the Prophet. Visitors
can also see the sites of the Mack family’s original cabins. The original stone
doorstep and a stone garden mark the approximate location where the
birthplace home stood. There is also a chapel, a visitors’ center, and camping
facilities on site.22 Elder B. H. Roberts, who served as president of the Eastern
States Mission from 1922 to 1927, frequently took his missionaries to visit the
site. On one occasion, he knelt with them at the crest of a nearby hill and
reviewed instances in the past dispensations when the Lord had manifested
himself on mountain tops. His mission secretary, Henry D. Taylor, recalled:
“As he prayed his voice choked with emotion, tears filled his eyes, and a glow
came into his face; his snow-white hair waved in the gentle breeze. As he
continued pouring out his soul to the Lord, the veil grew very thin. Surely the



Lord was near.” After this experience, the hill that showed a compelling view of

the green Vermont countryside in every direction was named Patriarch’s Hill.34

Mini-Devotional—Enduring Trials

Ponder the trials that the Smith family experienced to come to the place
where their son Joseph Smith Jr. would be born. Think about how these trials
prepared them for the events and further trials that would follow as their son
worked to restore the gospel of Jesus Christ.

*  How have trials shaped your testimony in the Savior?
* How has God helped you in your trials?

Thank your Heavenly Father for your family and for the trials that they
endured to be the people that you know in your life today. Ask Heavenly
Father for the courage to overcome your own trials and to have faith that this
will help you become the person you are meant to become.
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