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What Is Government ? 

Government is a system of rules and laws. It also includes the 
people who make, enforce, and interpret those laws. It has many 
levels. The federal government rules the whole country. California 
has its own state government. It is modeled after the federal level. 
Within states, there are counties and cities. These smaller areas 
also have laws and leaders. 

By voting, all citizens can help improve the way their cities, 
states, and even the country are run. They can pick the leaders 
they want. They can vote for or against laws. People should 
speak up when they are happy or unhappy with what elected 
leaders at all levels are doing. Why? Because government 
leaders work for the people. 

Running for President 

There are three requireme nts to run for president. 

1. The candidate must b e at least 35 years old. 

2. The candidate must b e a natural-
born 

citizen 

of the United States. 

3. The candidate must h ave lived in the 

United States for at least 14 years. 

Richard Nixon was the first 
president born in California. 

enforce



.

President Barack Obama 
gives a speech to Congress. 
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Framing the U.S. Government 

In 1787, the United States was still a young country. Its 
original government was not working. Something had to be 
done. A group of delegates met in Philadelphia to fix the 
problem. These men were called the framers. They set up the 
plan for the new government. The plan they came up with 
was the U.S. Constitution. 

Not everyone in the country agreed with this bold, 
new plan. They thought the new government would have 
too much power. They felt their rights might be taken 
away. So, the Bill of Rights was added. These first 
10 amendments protect the rights of the people. The 
Bill of Rights became part of the Constitution in 1791. 

The Bill of Rights 

delegates

amendments
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On September 17, 1787, the 
U.S. Constitution was signed. 

Hamilton's Mistake 

There are some errors in the Constitution. 
Alexander Hamilton was one of the delegates. 
He took charge of the signing process. He 
wrote the names of the states next to each 
signer's name. Next to Benjamin Franklin, he 
misspelled Pennsylvania as "Pensylvania. " 
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