
.

Californians Who 

Made a Difference 

Heather L. Osial 





.

Table of Contents 

California Dreamers 4 
Labor Leaders 6 
Doing Their Part through Art 12 
Scientists Who Shaped the World 18 
Powerful Politician 22 
Keep Dreaming 26 
Predict It 28 
Glossary 30 
Index 31 
Your Turn 32 



.

California Dreamers 

California is home to people who work hard to make the world 
a better place. Their strength inspires others to look for ways to 
make changes, too. Luckily for them, the state has produced many 
leaders and dreamers before them. People can look up to and learn 
from these heroes. 

California's past is full of some of the world's best leaders. 
Activists fought to make sure everyone was treated the same. 
Artists showed the beauty of the country to the world. Scientists 
taught the power of discovery. And politicians led the nation 
through some of its hardest times. 

These people have shown the impact that one person can have. 
They have shaped how others live. 

California Dreamin' 

"California Dreamin'" is one of the most famous 
songs written about the state. The Mamas and 
the Papas wrote it while they lived in New York. 
The song is about the band moving to California 
to live out their dreams. Even though it is over 
50 years old, the song is still loved today. 

activists
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 Diversity 

California is one of the most diverse states. It is home to more than 10 million people who were born in other countries. And half the children who live in the state have at least one immigrant parent. The next generation of difference makers will help move the state forward. 

Golden Gate Bridge 

diverse

immigrant
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Labor Leaders 

Today, California leads the way in fair labor laws. But it 
did not used to be that way. It took people like Cesar Chavez 
(SEE?sahr SHA?
vehz

), Dolores Huerta (deh?LOHR?
ehs 

WAHR?
tah

), and 
Larry Itliong  (IHT?lee?

awng
) to fight against what they knew was wrong. 

Chavez for Change 

Cesar Chavez was born in 1927. When he was a child, his family lost 
their home. They moved to California to find work. They worked on 
farms around the state. Chavez quit school after eighth grade to work 
full?
time 

as a farm worker. 
Chavez learned first hand the poor conditions and treatment of farm 

workers. He fought to improve their lives. He stood up for what was 
right even when it was hard to do. He went on hunger strikes and led 
peaceful marches. His boycotts brought workers together in large 
numbers. For the rest of his life, he fought for equal rights. 

Chavez died in 1993. People around the world mourned the 
loss of a great leader. Tens of thousands of people showed up at his 
funeral to honor him one last time. 

Don't Move 

Chavez joined the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Days before he was 
supposed to ship off to serve in 
the war, Chavez was arrested. He 
had sat in a "whites only" section 
of a movie theater. The police 
were called, but he still refused to 
move. Chavez did not believe in 
segregation and wanted to take 
a stand for what he believed in. 

strikes

boycotts

segregation
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Keep Moving 

In 1966, Chavez and 77 others joined a 
300?
mile 

(480?
kilometer

) march. When 
they reached the end, in Sacramento, they 
were met by 10, 000 people. They wanted 
to join the cause, too. Those people 
were a welcome sight to Chavez. 

Chavez had many supporters as 
he fought for workers' rights. 

Keep 
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