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Growing Food 

About half of the United 
States' fruits, vegetables, and 
nuts are grown in California. 
That's a lot of food. Farming 
requires a great deal of water. 

California's long coast borders the Pacific Ocean. 

California's Million-Dollar Water 

Water is a precious resource. It runs from taps. It fills pools. 
Californians need water for everything. Farmers need water for 

their crops. Businesses need water to make products. People need 
water for cooking and cleaning. Water allows California to grow and 
prosper. California's economy is the largest in the United States. In 
fact, it is one of the largest in the world, and it's all made possible 
because of water. 

resource

prosper economy



.

But water is not always available. At times, it has to be conserved. 
Some places in the state can get little to no rain for months at a 
time. Canals and pumps store and move water to cities, farms, and 
businesses. 

Who are the water users? Where does the state's water come from? 
How is water conserved? 

Not Just a Splash! 

Oroville Dam is the tallest d am 

in the United States. At 770 feet 

(235 meters), it is even talle r than 

the Golden Gate Bridge! Th e 

dam controls more than 1 t rillion 
gallons (3. 7 trillion liters) of water. 

In 2017, heavy rainfall damaged one of 
Oroville Dam's emergency spillways. 
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Water from Owens Valley ! 

Through the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 
Los Angeles used its own river for water. As the city grew, that river 
could no longer support the amount of people who lived there. 

Growth of Los Angeles 

In 1842, gold was found near Los Angeles. People came in 
search of wealth. In 1850, the city was home to 1, 610 people. 
Ten years later, 4, 385 people lived there. More and more people 
moved to the city. By the turn of the century, more than 
100, 000 people had moved to the area! 

Businesses boomed. People liked living in the area. But 
there wasn't a lot of local water. Local streams and wells 
were being used up. The Los Angeles River was not enough 
for the growing population. The city feared a water crisis. 

The people needed more water. Leaders looked for a 
way to bring water in from outside the city. That way, the 
city could grow. People could come to Los Angeles and 
dream of riches. 

Fool's Gold 

In 1848, the first pieces of gold were found on John Sutter's property. He tried to keep it a secret, but word got out. His land was overrun with men seeking fortunes. He lost everything by 1852, while other people got rich. 

Fool's 
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Gold! 
The discovery of gold near Los Angeles was not huge news. Six years later, in 1848, more gold was found in Northern California. This discovery led to what became known as the Gold Rush. 

Los Angeles in the late 1880s 
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