
.

California 

in the 

20th Century 

Nicole M. Korte 





.

Table of Contents 

The Great Shake 4 
California Industries 6 
Depression and War 10 
Post-
War 

California 16 
Sports and Entertainment 22 
Leading the Way 26 
Scrapbook It! 28 
Glossary 30 
Index 31 
Your Turn! 32 



.

The Big One 

The Richter scale measures the 
strength of earthquakes. The scale 
goes from 1 to 10. The San Francisco 
earthquake was the second biggest in 
state history. It registered a 7. 8 on the 
Richter scale. The biggest quake was 
the 1857 Fort Tejon earthquake. It 
measured a 7. 9. 

seismograph 

The Great Shake 

"I was awakened from a sound sleep by the 
shaking of my bed and the house. " 

 John J. Conlon, earthquake survivor 

In 1906, a major earthquake hit San Francisco. The quake lasted 
less than one minute. But it did a lot of damage. Buildings fell down. 
Fires burned around the city. Thousands of people died. About 
28, 000 buildings were destroyed. People had to rebuild the city. 
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About 1. 5 million people lived in California in 1906. The 
earthquake was big news. But it did not stop others from coming to 
the state. There were many reasons for this. People came to farm in 
the rich valleys. They came for jobs in new industries. New cities and 
towns had to be built all over the state. The population kept growing 
throughout the twentieth century. Today, the state is home to more 
than 38 million people. 

Earthquake Series 
In 1989, baseball fans were sitting down to watch the World Series. The game was being played in San Francisco. It was between two local teams : the San Francisco Giants and the Oakland Athletics. Fans were shocked when the pregame television coverage stopped as a quake hit. The game was postponed 10 days. It was the strongest quake to hit the area since 1906. 

damage from the 1906 
San Francisco earthquake 

industries
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California Industries 

The movie business started in New York City. But movie 
producers soon realized that Los Angeles was a great place to 
make movies. The weather was warm and dry. There was plenty 
of open space. Films could be made outside all year long. By 
the 1920s, studios in Hollywood made most of the movies in the 
world. The California movie industry became one of the largest. 

More and more people came to Los Angeles to find work in 
films. By the end of the decade, the city had doubled in size. 
Over one million people lived in Los Angeles. That was a huge 
city for 1930! Not everyone worked in the movies. There were 
also new jobs in the growing oil industry. With all the new 
people, the city had to build new homes and transportation 
systems. A trolley car system was built. It made travel in the 
city much easier. 

1925 movie poster 

Silent Films 

The first movies were filmed i n 

black and white. They also ha d no 

recorded sound. Stars like Cha rlie 
Chaplin used body language a nd 

facial expressions to communi cate. 

The theater wasn't totally silen t, 
though. Sometimes, there wa s a 

piano or organ playing music. In 

some large cities, a small orch estra 

might be heard. 

producers
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1920s movie set 

In the 1920s, the famous Hollywood 
sign read "Hollywoodland. " It 
remained that way until 1949 when 
the last four letters were removed. 

Diversity Then and Now The 1920s caused many changes. People from Mexico moved north. They wanted to live in Los Angeles. The number of Mexicans almost tripled during those 10 years. Today, people in Los Angeles come from about 180 countries. 
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