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Coming to California 

The 1800s were a time of huge growth for California. Many people had 
heard tales of rivers flowing with gold. They flocked to the West hoping to 
get rich quick. In 1856, just seven years after it began, the Gold Rush was 
over. But the people who came hoping to find gold wanted to stay. They 
found jobs and built new lives for themselves. 

California kept growing. People looking for work migrated to new 
places. Cities formed where large groups of people gathered. The locations 
of the cities were based on the geography of each region. The natural 
features of a place shaped what people did for work. People on the coast 
built ports and ships. Meanwhile, people inland built railroads, farmed, 
and mined for gems. They were all doing their parts to make the state grow. 
These early settlers molded California into the powerful state it is today. 

 

Population Overload 

Today, almost 39 million people live in California. 
That's more than any other state! Most of the people 
live in three areas. One area is the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay area. The next is Southern California. 
The third is the Central Valley. One of the main 
cities there is the state capital, Sacramento. 
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Ring of Fire 
California is located within the Pacific Ring of Fire. This is an area that has active volcanoes and earthquakes. The San Andreas Fault runs up and down the state. The plates along this fault have caused some of the major earthquakes in the state. Mount Shasta and Mount Lassen are active volcanoes in the area. 

Wagon trains make the long journey to the West. 
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Reasons for Immigration 

California's growth was due in large part to immigrants. Most of 
them came from Ireland, Germany, and China. Hard times at home 
caused each group to look to the United States for hope. 

In Ireland, three years of crop failures led to the Irish Potato 
Famine. Nearly a million people died. Almost two million people 
left the country. Most of them arrived in the United States poor 
and hungry. 

Germany suffered years of civil unrest . The living conditions 
there kept getting worse. Many Germans could not find jobs. So 
almost a million Germans left the country. 

Work was also hard to find in China. The Gold Rush was the 
chance at wealth the Chinese people were looking for. Hundreds 
of thousands of them sailed across the Pacific Ocean to find work. 

Immigrants all left home for their own reasons. But they 
came to California for the same one — a chance at better lives. 

Chinese miners lived in their own 
camps during the Gold Rush. 
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Irish in the City 

In 1845, Ireland's farmers watched their crops rot away 
in their fields. The same thing happened the next two 
years. The people of Ireland were in a terrible state. 

For many people, the choice was either to stay and 
starve or to leave and hope for the best. By 1880, one 
in three people living in San Francisco was Irish. 

During the Irish Potato 
Famine, farming families didn't 
have enough money for the 
basics. Here, they line up for 
free clothing. 

 

Push and Pull Factors 

There are two reasons people migrate : push and pull 

factors. A push factor is a type of problem. The problem 

comes from someone's home land and causes the person 

to leave. A pull factor is a ben efit. A person sees 

something positive in another place and chooses to go 

there. California had strong p ull factors, such as gold, 

rich soil, and warm weather, w hich drew people in. 

state
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