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Helping Emigrants & Refugees In Islam
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
The world is experiencing an unprecedented refugee crisis as millions of
people are forced from their homes and involuntarily displaced due to
conflict, war, and poverty. In particular, there are an estimated four million
refugees from Syria due to the civil war. Many of these people do not have
sufficient food, clothing, or shelter, and they are not receiving enough
assistance from neighboring countries due to a lack of resources.
Every human being, regardless of their faith, has a natural right in Islam to
food, clothing, and shelter.
Uthman ibn Affan reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him,
said:
ْ ُْ
َ ُ ٌ ﺎل ﺑَﯿ
ْﺰ َو ْاﻟ َﻤﺎ ِء
َ ﻟَﯿ
َ ْﻦ آ َد َم َﺣ ﱞﻖ ﻓِﻲ ِﺳ َﻮى َﻫ ِﺬ ِه ْاﻟ ِﺨ
ِ ﺼ
ِ ْﺲ ِﻻﺑ
ِ اري َﻋ ْﻮ َرﺗَ ُﻪ َو ِﺟﻠﻒ اﻟ ُﺨﺒ
ِ ْﺖ ﯾَ ْﺴﻜﻨُ ُﻪ َوﺛ ْﻮ ٌب ﯾُ َﻮ
There is no right for the son of Adam except in these things: a house in
which he lives, a garment to cover his nakedness, a piece of bread and
water.
Source: Sunan At-Tirmidhi 2341, Grade: Sahih
It is our duty in Islam to help these refugees and asylum seekers to the
extent of our capability, just as we would wish someone would help us if we
were in their place.
The story of Islam is one of the triumph of faith and brotherhood in the face
of persecution. When the Muslims of Mecca, known as the Muhajirun (the
emigrants), were being tortured and killed for their faith, the Muslims of
Medina, known as the Ansar (the supporters), brought them into their
homes and cared for them as if they were members of their own family.
Allah said:
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ُ ون َﻋﻠَﻰ
َ أﻧﻔ ِﺴ ِﻬ ْﻢ َوﻟَ ْﻮ َﻛ
َ ِﺮ
ْ ﺎﺟ ًﺔ ﱢﻣﻤﱠﺎ أوﺗُﻮا َوﯾ
َ ْﻬ ْﻢ َو َﻻ ﯾَ ِﺠ ُﺪ
َ ُﺤﺒ
ﺎن ﺑِ ِﻬ ْﻢ
ِﯾ
ُ ُﺆﺛ
ُ ون ﻓِﻲ
َ ور ِﻫ ْﻢ َﺣ
َ ﱡﻮن َﻣ ْﻦ َﻫ
ِ ﺎﺟ َﺮ إِﻟَﯿ
ِ ﺻ ُﺪ
ْ ِﻚ ُﻫ ُﻢ ْاﻟﻤ
َ ُﻮق ُﺷ ﱠﺢ ﻧَ ْﻔ ِﺴ ِﻪ َﻓﺄُوﻟَﺌ
َ ﺎﺻ ٌﺔ ۚ َو َﻣﻦ ﯾ
َ ِﺤ
ﻮن
ُ ُﻔﻠ
َ ﺼ
َ َﺧ
They love those who emigrated to them and find not any desire in their
hearts of what the emigrants were given, but rather give them
preference over themselves, even though they are in privation.
Whoever is protected from the greediness of his own soul, then those
will be successful.
Surat Al-Hashr 59:9
The righteous companions did not consider the emigrants to be a nuisance,
but rather they accepted them with open arms and loved them, even giving
these refugees preference over their own selves although they were in
poverty.
The parable of the believers in support of each other is that of the bricks of
a building. Each brick is held up by the others bricks and all of them require
each other’s support to remain standing.
Abu Musa reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon
him, said:
ُ ﺎن ﯾَ ُﺸ ﱡﺪ ﺑَ ْﻌ
ً ﻀ ُﻪ ﺑَ ْﻌ
ْ ِﻦ ﻟ ِْﻠﻤ
َ ُﺆﻣ
ْ إِ ﱠن ْاﻟﻤ
ﻀﺎ
ِ َِﻦ َﻛ ْﺎﻟﺒُ ْﻨﯿ
ِ ُﺆﻣ
Verily, the believers are like a structure, each one strengthening the
other.
Source: Sahih Bukhari 467, Grade: Muttafaqun Alayhi
And the parable of the believers in their compassion for one another is that
of a body. If one part of the body becomes ill or injured, the entire body
responds to heal it.
An-Nu’man ibn Basheer reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said:
ُ
ْ ِﻬ ْﻢ َﻣﺜَ ُﻞ ْاﻟ َﺠ َﺴ ِﺪ إ َذا
ْ اﺷﺘَ َﻜﻰ ِﻣ ْﻨ ُﻪ ُﻋ
َ ُﺆ ِﻣﻨ
ْ َﻣﺜَ ُﻞ ْاﻟﻤ
ِﺮ
ُ َاﻋﻰ ﻟَ ُﻪ َﺳﺎﺋ
ُ ِﯿﻦ ﻓِﻲ ﺗَ َﻮا ﱢد ِﻫ ْﻢ َوﺗَ َﺮ
َ ﻀ ٌﻮ ﺗَﺪ
ِ ِﻬ ْﻢ َوﺗَ َﻌﺎﻃﻔ
ِ اﺣﻤ
ِ
ﺎﻟﺴ َﻬ ِﺮ َو ْاﻟ ُﺤﻤﱠﻰ
ْاﻟ َﺠ َﺴ ِﺪ ﺑِ ﱠ

The example of the believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion
for each other is that of a body. When any limb aches, the whole body
reacts with sleeplessness and fever.
Source: Sahih Bukhari 5665, Grade: Muttafaqun Alayhi
We need to realize that our brothers and sisters in Islam are suffering and
they need us just as we need them. We should feel pain and anguish when
we hear stories of their suffering and this should motivate us to perform
constructive action in the form of charity donated through trustworthy and
authentic relief organizations.
Allah and His Messenger have promised that whoever helps a person in
need in this world will have his need taken care of in the Hereafter. There
can be no better reward than for the Day of Resurrection to be made easy
for us.
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be
upon him, said:
ْ ﺲ اﷲﱠُ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ ُﻛ ْﺮﺑَ ًﺔ ﻣ
ْ ِﻦ ُﻛ ْﺮﺑَ ًﺔ ﻣ
ْ ﺲ َﻋ ْﻦ ﻣ
ِﻦ ُﻛ َﺮ ِب ﯾَ ْﻮ ِم ْاﻟ ِﻘﯿَﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﯾَ ﱠﺴ َﺮ َﻋﻠَﻰ
َ ِﻦ ُﻛ َﺮ ِب اﻟ ﱡﺪ ْﻧﯿَﺎ ﻧَ ﱠﻔ
َ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻧَ ﱠﻔ
ٍ ُﺆﻣ
اﻵﺧ َﺮ ِة
ِ ُﻣ ْﻌ ِﺴ ٍﺮ ﯾَ ﱠﺴ َﺮ اﷲﱠُ َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ِﻪ ﻓِﻲ اﻟ ﱡﺪ ْﻧﯿَﺎ َو
Whoever relieves the hardship of a believer in this world, Allah will
relieve his hardship on the Day of Resurrection. Whoever helps ease
someone in difficulty, Allah will make it easy for him in this world and
in the Hereafter.
Source: Sahih Muslim 2699, Grade: Sahih
In another narration, the Prophet said:
َ َﻣ ْﻦ أَ ْﻧ َﻈ َﺮ ُﻣ ْﻌ ِﺴ ًﺮا أَ ْو َو
ﺿ َﻊ ﻟَ ُﻪ أَ َﻇﻠﱠ ُﻪ اﷲﱠُ ﯾَ ْﻮ َم ْاﻟ ِﻘﯿَﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ ﺗَ ْﺤ َﺖ ِﻇ ﱢﻞ َﻋ ْﺮ ِﺷ ِﻪ ﯾَ ْﻮ َم َﻻ ِﻇ ﱠﻞ إِﱠﻻ ِﻇﻠﱡ ُﻪ
Whoever grants respite to someone in difficulty or alleviates him, Allah
will shade him on the Day of Resurrection when there is no shade but
his.
Source: Sunan At-Tirmidhi 1306, Grade: Sahih
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