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Chapter One

JavaScript Introduction

Many websites utilize JavaScript (js), a lightweight object-oriented
programming language, to script their webpages. When applied to an
HTML document, this fully functional programming language that is
interpreted allows for dynamic website interaction.

In 1995, JavaScript was released, allowing users of the Netscape
Navigator browser to add applications to web pages. Since then, all other
major graphical web browsers have implemented the language. It has
enabled the development of contemporary online applications, which allow
for immediate user interaction without requiring a page reload.
Conventional websites also employ JavaScript to provide a variety of
innovative features and interactive elements (Netscape, 2007).

Brendan Eich wrote JavaScript in ten days in May 1995. Eich was
employed by Netscape, where he developed JavaScript for Netscape
Navigator, the company's web browser. The plan was to use Java to create
the main interactive components of the client-side web. JavaScript was
intended to serve as the connecting language between those elements and to



provide a little bit of interactivity to HTML. JavaScript needed to look like
Java because of its supporting function in Java. That eliminated working
options like TCL, Python, Perl, and others (W3C, 2021).

JavaScript is a language that improves the Web. The language can assist
in transforming a static page of text into an intelligent, dynamic, and
engaging experience when used on the client computer. JavaScript
applications can be as subtle as greeting a visitor to a website with "Good
morning!" when it is morning in the client computer's time zone. Other apps
may be considerably more straightforward, like one that downloads a slide
show's content in one page and uses JavaScript to manage the presentation's
hiding, showing, and "flying slide" transitions.

JavaScript was first known as Mocha. When Netscape Navigator was
first released in beta, it was called LiveScript. When Netscape 2 was
released in 1995, it was renamed JavaScript. To avoid trademark
difficulties, Microsoft swiftly reverse-engineered JavaScript and launched
an exact clone of it in Internet Explorer, which they called Jscript.

JavaScript was accepted and standardized as EMCAScript in 1997 after
Netscape submitted it to Ecma International, a standards body.
Nevertheless, JavaScript and Java are unrelated programming languages.
During the period when Java was becoming more and more prominent in
the market, the name was offered and suggested. Databases like CouchDB
and MongoDB use JavaScript as their scripting and query language in
addition to web browsers. JavaScript founder Brandon Eich is well-known
for his remarks against the standardized language's name, referring to
ECMAScript (Ecma International) as a "unwanted trade name that sounds
like a skin disease."

Not only 1s ECMAScript a terrible moniker for a programming
language, but it's also the name that Netscape gave the language and that
most people use to refer to it. If you are familiar with programming in Java
or would like to learn at some time, it is a good idea to remember that
although there are some similarities between the two languages, they are
very different things. When JavaScript first came out, it was widely used to
add dynamic elements to websites.

An early outcome of JavaScript being integrated into web browsers was
the creation of so-called Dynamic HTML (DHTML), which allowed for a
variety of entertaining effects, such as the falling snowflake effect, pop-up



windows, and curling web page corners, as well as more practical features
like drop-down menus and form validation.
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