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Our Economy
The United States has one of the largest economies in

the world. It is made up of four major . These aresectors
households, businesses, banks, and the government. You are
part of the economy. You live in a household. You buy things
from businesses. If you have a bank account, you are part of
the banking sector. Lastly, the government provides goods and
services for you, such as public schools andsidewalks.

All four sectors work together. Households provide the
economy with resources. One of these resources is the money that
people who live in households earn. When people want to buy
something, they turn to businesses—another part of the economy. 
People in households and businesses store their money in banks.

In return, bankers use this money to  in theinvest
economy. Finally, people in the government provide

goods and services. The government pays for
these things by collecting money. All four sectors

depend on each other to thrive. Together, they
make up the United Stateseconomy.

World Economies

The size of a country’s economy is the total of

all the goods and services it produces. China

has the biggest economy in the world. The

United States is second, and India is third.
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Another type of regulation meant to keep people safe affects
restaurant owners. Laws require restaurant owners to keep their
kitchens clean. Government workers inspect them to make sure
they are following the law. This makes business more expensive
for the restaurant owners. They have to pay for people to clean
kitchens. However, it is more expensive for them not to follow the
law. They can be fined for having dirty kitchens. They can even
be shut down. Lawmakers have to decide how much to regulate.
Too many laws can make it too hard to do business. Too few laws
can lead to other problems.

Government workers
post anti‑pollution
signs near a river in
Maryland in 1965.

Government Inspections
During health inspections, each restaurant starts off with ascore of 100. Every time the health inspector sees somethingwrong, they subtract points. If it is something small, itmight only be a few points. If it is something that couldcause a health risk, then the health inspector subtracts a lotof points. At the end of the visit, restaurant owners are givena card with an A, B, or C grade, depending on their score.
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