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An American Hero from France 

In 1777, thirteen British colonies in the New World fought for their freedom. 
Everyone who supported the war wanted to help. Soldiers prepared to fight. Military 
leaders planned for battle. Others mended clothes or made weapons. 

Outside the colonies, support was harder to find. People didn’t know what to 
think about the 13 small colonies that wanted to rule themselves. Some people 
supported the idea but didn’t believe they stood a chance against the mighty British 
military. Others thought the colonists were foolish to leave a country that supplied 
them with crucial items that they needed. 

But one man knew that he needed to get involved. He was a French native and 
had heard about America’s war with Great Britain. He volunteered to fight for a 
country that was not even his own. 

He was the Marquis de Lafayette. A trusted friend to George Washington and 
Alexander Hamilton, Lafayette became a hero in America. He helped strengthen ties 

between France and the United States. We know his name, but 
who was this hero? 
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Gilbert du Motier, 
Marquis de Lafayette 

What’s in a 
Name ? 

The Marquis de 
Lafayette’s official 
birth name was 
Marie Joseph 
Paul Yves Roche 
Gilbert du Motier. 
“Marquis” is 
actually a title 

given to noblemen 
in some European 

countries. 

In Honor of a Hero 
Many cities, parks, and 
monuments around the 
world are named after 
the Marquis de Lafayette. 
Lafayette Park is next to the 
White House in Washington, 
D. C. The whole park is named 
after him! 



Supporting the Cause 

The Marquis de Lafayette was born into a 
wealthy family in 1757. When he was only two 
years old, his father was killed in battle. His mother 
then moved from the French countryside to Paris, 
leaving Lafayette’s grandmother to raise him 
through most of his childhood. Her kind treatment 
of peasants affected the way Lafayette felt about 
his privileged life. 

When he turned 11, Lafayette moved to Paris to 
be with his mother. Sadly, she passed away two 
years later. Lafayette was left with a large 
inheritance. At the age of 14, he followed in his 
family’s footsteps and joined the Royal Army. 
When he was 16, he married a woman named 
Adrienne. She also came from a very wealthy and 
powerful French family. 

Madame de 
Lafayette 
Though it was an 
arranged marriage, 
Adrienne had a lot in 
common with her husband. 
She, too, had a strong 
desire to see justice served 
and focused her attention 
on slavery. She went as far 
as to purchase two South 
American slave plantations 
so that she could free the 
slaves and divide the land 
among them. 

A Longtime Rivalry 
France and Great Britain 
were on opposite sides of 
wars long before the 1700s. 
In fact, the roots of their 
rivalry date back as far as 
1066. This was one of many 
reasons the French decided 
to come to America’s aid. 
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Lafayette could have enjoyed his wealth and lived a life of luxury in France. 
However, his morals pushed him to do more. He heard stories about the colonists in 
America and believed in their cause. He felt that he needed to do something to help. 
Lafayette’s decision to travel to the United States surprised many people. 

Paris, 1777 

morals
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