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Meet Eliza & Angelica 

Alexander Hamilton lovingly called them his “dear brunettes. ” Elizabeth (known 
as Eliza) and Angelica — the Schuyler sisters — are often found in the background of 
Hamilton’s story, but their life stories stand on their own . 

Eliza was Hamilton’s wife . She was one of his greatest supporters . Her 
grounded loyalty was a major part of Hamilton’s success . She was a witty, 
strong?
willed 

woman who preferred to stay out of the public eye . 
Angelica was Eliza’s older sister . She was also a close friend to Hamilton . 

Angelica was a woman ahead of her time . Smart and beautiful, she always drew a 
crowd . She was often seen in the company of royalty and famous politicians . Many 
of the Founding Fathers valued her opinion . 

The Schuyler sisters were wives 
of important men . But, they were 
also bold and smart . They were 
champions of charities . And, they 
were fierce supporters of the people 
they loved . The sisters helped 
shape history, and their stories 
need to be told . 

An 1803 letter from 
Hamilton to Eliza 

grounded
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Alexander Hamilton 

Elizabeth Schuyler 

Angelica Schuyler 

Deep Roots 
The Schuyler family 
moved to the Albany, 
New York, area around 
1650. At the time, it was 
a Dutch fur trading town 
called Beverwyck. By the 
time the British came 
in 1664, the family was 
already well established 
in the area. 

Family Tree 
The Schuyler family 
continues to have powerful 
connections. Presidents 
Theodore Roosevelt, George 
H. W. Bush, and his son 
George W. Bush are all 
distant relatives to the 
Schuyler family. 
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Growing Up a Schuyler 

The Schuyler sisters were born and raised in 
Albany, New York . They were daughters of the 
wealthy Philip Schuyler and Catherine Van 
Rensselaer Schuyler . 

Eliza was born on August 9, 1757 . She was only 
a year younger than her sister, Angelica . The two 
grew up in a full house . They were the eldest sisters 
in a family of ten . 

Their father was an important military leader . 
From 1755–

1760
, he fought in the French and 

Indian War . He climbed the ranks to major . When 
the sisters were in their late teens, their father 
became a general during the American Revolution . 

wood engraving of the 
Schuyler Mansion 

Like Mother , 
Like Daughters .. . 
The Schuyler sisters 
seemed to take after their 
mother, Catherine. During 
the Revolution, she went 
to the wheat fields at their 
Saratoga estate and set 
fire to them. This kept the 
British from getting the 
crops, which would have 
helped feed their army. 

Out of Bounds 
When Schuyler Mansion 
was built in 1761, it was 
one of the only houses in 
the area. Located outside 
the city of Albany, it was 
considered a dangerous area 
due to the French and Indian 
War. Over time, it became 
an important landmark that 
still stands. 
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The Schuyler Mansion 

The sisters were brought up in Schuyler 
Mansion . The family hosted meetings 
about military decisions and elegant 
gatherings . It was at these events that the 
sisters met many people who would go on 
to play roles in their lives . Some of these 
people would also go on to play roles in 
creating the United States . 

In 1780, their father became a U . S . 
senator . People knew he was a powerful 
friend to have . The Schuyler name was 
very well known . 
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