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Pop!

Chomp! Chomp! Pop! Chewing gum has been
around for thousands of years. But bubblegum
has a more recent history. Many people think
bubblegum and chewing gum are the same thing.
In fact, they are quite different.

Chewing gum is made with sap from trees. The
sap makes the gum very chewy. Bubblegum is
stretchy, which lets people blow bubbles. Some

people chew it because they like the taste. Some
people think it just makes a mess! Regardless
of whether you are a fan, one thing is certain:
bubblegum has come a long way over the years.
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In the early 1900s, chewing gum was
sold in most stores. Many people liked
the treat. But gum was sticky—very
sticky. It stuck to people’s hands and
clothes. It even stuck to their lips!

— "

Workers at the Fleer Corporation were
trying to find a way to make a great
piece of gum. A man named Walter
Diemer (DEE-muhr) worked in the
office there. He was not an inventor,

But Walter still wanted to help. He
worked for more than a year on new gum
recipes. One day, he made the perfect
batch. The gum was not too sticky, and
it could stretch more than the old gum.
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