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Blue Crabs in Danger

Millions of blue crabs are caught in the
Chesapeake Bay each year. People love to eat
blue crab meat because it is sweet. Crabs are
served in restaurants around the world. But
there is a big problem brewing in the bay.
Blue crabs are in trouble. Their population
is shrinking. Why? The two main reasons
are overfishing and changes in their habitat.
This affects watermen who work long hours
to catch blue crabs to make money. Soon,
there could be no more crabs left to catch! If
this happens, thousands of people will lose
their jobs.

Scientists and watermen have teamed up
to prevent this disaster. Scientists catch the
crabs and release them back into the bay.
They study the lives of blue crabs. Watermen
collect data about the crabs while they work
on their boats. Scientists and watermen are
working together to save blue crabs.




This man catches blue crabs
in the Chesapeake Bay.




Crabs of the Chesapeake

Blue crabs get their name from their sapphire-blue claws.
Males’ claws are all blue. Females have red highlights
on the tips of their pincers (PIN-suhrz). All blue crabs
have brown or olive-green shells that measure up to
23 centimeters (9 inches) across. A blue crab’s shell is called
a carapace (KEHR-uh-puhs).

Blue crabs have four pairs of legs. Three pairs are for
walking. The rear two legs are shaped like paddles. They
are used for swimming. Blue crabs are close relatives of
shrimp and lobster. They are invertebrates, which means
they have no spines.

One of the largest populations of blue crabs is in the
Chesapeake Bay. The bay is located in the United States
and is bordered by Maryland and Virginia.
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A blue crab molts.
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SCIENCE S
Shell Shedders

As a crab grows, it sheds its shell and grows a
bigger one. This process is called molting. The
hypodermis (high-poh-DUHR-miss), a layer of
cells under the shell, produces enzymes. These
enzymes loosen the tissues connecting the old
shell to the crab. A soft shell grows underneath.
The crab absorbs water, causing it to swell. The
old shell breaks, and the crab wiggles out. The
new shell is soft, but hardens in a few days.
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