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Speaking to the Dead

Buried beneath the city of Luxor lies the ancient
city of Thebes. Both are in Egypt. One is the present,
and one is the past. Luxor tells a story of modern life.
But Thebes tells a story, too. The story is found in its
artifacts. The people left behind also help tell the story.

Scientists today have found a piece of the story of
Thebes below Luxor. There, they have unearthed
mummies from tunnels and tombs. These are parts
of a very old burial site. The mummies were so well
preserved that the bodies look as though they are alive.
Scientists know much more about mummies than they
did long ago. A lot of the information comes straight
from the mummies themselves. The truth is, the dead

can tell a gripping story!




* Men search for
| artifacts near Luxor.




Luxor is just one of many burial sites in Egypt.
Archaeologists work to find these sites. They dig them
up with care. They use special tools to preserve what they
find. They learn the right methods to care for artifacts.
They also learn how to assess what they find.

Nature rots living matter over time. But ancient
Egyptians worked to preserve their dead. Now, we can
learn much more about how they lived by studying
mummies. They “speak” to us in many ways. It

takes scientists who know how to “listen” to

the stories of mummies to learn what they
reveal. Scientists then share these stories
with the rest of the world.

Anubis, ancient Egyptian
god of mummification




An archaeologist and
his assistant examine
an artifact.

Ancient Egyptians thought the soul needed
its body after death. With its body, the soul
had a chance at a better life after death.
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