




En Route

It was a very long journey to reach the continent at the bottom 
of the world. From Chicago, Grandma traveled to Denver, 
Colorado. She spent two days in training there. The instructors 
warned all the recruits that Antarctica is a harsh and brutal 
environment. If anyone suffered a serious injury or illness, they 
would be sent back home. They stressed the fact that McMurdo 
residents treat safety very seriously.

Leaving Denver, Grandma flew to Los Angeles. From California, 
it would be a 14-hour, non-stop flight to Auckland, New Zealand. 
Once there, she would change planes to continue on to 
Christchurch, New Zealand.





While in Christchurch, Grandma and her co-workers visited the 
Clothing Distribution Center (CDC); there they received their 
work uniforms and Extreme Cold Weather (ECW) gear. This 
consisted of a red parka (nicknamed “Big Red”) with their name 
printed on the front along with the NSF (National Science 
Foundation) insignia, black wind pants, white bunny boots and 
black goggles.

Dressed alike, they all looked like they belonged in a science 
fiction movie. As Grandma glanced at her fellow travelers, she 
was again in awe. This was really happening. Fifteen months ago, 
Grandma believed she would be in Antarctica, and now she was 
actually being fitted for her ECW gear. Grandma was getting 
closer and closer to the bottom of the earth. She was living PBS 
(Public Broadcast System)!





The final leg of their journey, a five-hour flight, took them on a  
huge, U.S. C-17 military cargo plane. When traveling to Antarctica,  
if the pilot cannot see where to land due to a whiteout (Condition  
One), he must boomerang, which means turning around the  
aircraft and flying another five hours back to New Zealand.

For Grandma, all her training classes and flights to various stops  
happened in less than a week. She had travelled about 12,000  
miles. Talk about serious jet lag.
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