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CHAPTER

1

RELIGION

It	 cannot	 be	 emphasized	 too	 strongly	 or	 too	 often	 that	 this	 great	 nation	 was
founded,	not	by	religionists,	but	by	Christians;	not	on	religions,	but	on	the	Gospel
of	 Jesus	Christ.	 For	 this	 very	 reason	 peoples	 of	 other	 faiths	 have	 been	 afforded
asylum,	prosperity,	and	freedom	of	worship	here.1

—Patrick	Henry

Is	Humanism	a	Religion?
Many	Humanists	do	not	admit	that	Humanism	is	a	religion,	but	evidence	proves	it	is.

After	 proving	 Humanism	 is	 a	 religion	 and	 contrasting	 it	 with	 Christianity,	 we	 will
demonstrate	that	the	Christian	religion	is	superior	to	the	religion	of	Humanism.

Humanism	Claims	to	Be	a	Religion
As	the	saying	goes,	if	a	bird	looks	like	a	duck,	quacks	like	a	duck,	waddles	like	a	duck,

and	 swims	 like	 a	 duck,	 then	 it	 must	 be	 a	 duck.	 Likewise,	 if	 contemporary	 Humanism
claims	to	be	a	religion,	is	legally	declared	to	be	a	religion,	and	acts	like	a	religion,	then	it
must	 be	 a	 religion.	 This	 is	 true	 even	 though	 Humanists	 who	 previously	 affirmed	 that
Humanism	 is	 a	 religion	 now	 deny	 it.2	 Evidence	 is	 available	 to	 refute	 all	 claims	 by
Humanists	when	they	say	Humanism	is	not	a	religion.

The	language	of	Humanist	Manifesto	I	proves	that	its	signors	believed	Humanism	is	a
religion.	 They	 thought	 the	 circumstances	 of	 their	 world	 had	 “created	 a	 situation	which
requires	a	new	statement	of	the	means	and	purposes	of	religion.”3	They	believed	that	“to
establish	such	a	religion	is	a	major	necessity	of	the	present.”4	They	declared:	“In	order	that
religious	Humanism	may	be	better	understood	we,	the	undersigned,	desire	to	make	certain
affirmations	which	we	believe	the	facts	of	our	contemporary	life	demonstrate.”5

Humanist	 Manifesto	 I	 affirmed	 fifteen	 principles,	 eight	 of	 which	 use	 language	 that
requires	 recognition	 that	Humanism	 is	 a	 religion.6	 The	 last	 paragraph	 of	 that	 document
begins	with	the	words:	“So	stands	the	theses	of	religious	Humanism.”7

Forty	 years	 after	 Humanist	 Manifesto	 I	 was	 written,	 Paul	 Kurtz	 declared	 in	 the
opening	 statement	 in	 the	 preface	 to	Humanist	Manifesto	 I	 and	 II	 that	 “Humanism	 is	 a
philosophical,	religious,	and	moral	point	of	view	as	old	as	human	civilization	itself.”8	He
also	 stated	 that	 “in	 1933	 a	 group	 of	 thirty-four	 liberal	 Humanists	 in	 the	 United	 States



defined	 and	 enunciated	 the	 philosophical	 and	 religious	 principles	 that	 seemed	 to	 them
fundamental.	They	drafted	Humanist	Manifesto	 I	…	 It	was	concerned	with	expressing	a
general	religious	and	philosophical	outlook	…”9

Kurtz	then	noted	that	Humanist	Manifesto	II	also	addressed	itself	to	“the	problems	of
religion.”10	The	first	 two	of	seventeen	statements	of	belief	 in	Humanist	Manifesto	II	are
discussed	under	the	category	of	Religion.	Although	the	language	of	“religious	Humanism”
is	not	used	 in	 the	second	manifesto	as	extensively	as	 it	was	 in	 the	first,	 there	can	be	no
doubt	 that	 the	 beliefs	 presented	 in	 the	 second	 document	 may	 also	 be	 categorized	 as
“religious	Humanism.”11

Moreover,	 the	 Bylaws	 of	 the	 American	 Humanist	 Association	 declare	 that	 “the
American	 Humanist	 Association	 was	 incorporated	 under	 the	 ‘not	 for	 profit	 act’	 of	 the
State	of	Illinois	as	a	non-profit	organization,	as	certified	by	the	Articles	of	Incorporation
dated	13	February	1943,	which	Articles	were	amended	20	March	1968,	to	reflect	that	the
Association	has	a	legal	status	as	a	‘religious	organization.’”12

	BRASS	FACT

The	American	Humanist	Association	has	a	legal	status	as	a
religious	organization.

Humanism	Has	Been	Legally	Declared	to	Be	a	Religion
In	the	traditional	Christian	sense,	religion	is	God-centered.	Atheism,	being	opposed	to

a	belief	in	God,	is	man-centered,	and	until	recently	was	not	considered	as	a	religion.	It	is
now.

Beginning	in	the	1940s,	Christian	theism	came	under	increasing	attack.	The	federal
courts	began	to	broaden	and	diversify	the	definition	of	religion	until	by	the	end	of
the	1960s	the	judicial	definition	of	religion	was	altered	from	sustenance	of	belief
(belief	in	and	obligation	owed	to	the	“Creator”)	to	the	impact	of	the	belief	on	the
life	of	the	person	expressing	and	holding	it	…	The	basis	of	truth	was	shifting	from
Christian	 theism’s	 emphasis	 on	 God-centered-ness	 to	 Humanism’s	 emphasis	 on
man-centered-ness.13

The	courts’	 alteration	of	 the	definition	of	 religion	 resulted	 in	 religion’s	 finally	being
defined	as	“ultimate	concern.”14	That	is,	whatever	is	of	ultimate	concern	to	an	individual
is	his	 religion.	This	 in	 turn	 led	 to	 the	court’s	definition	of	Humanism	as	 religion.	 In	 the
landmark	case	of	Torcaso	v.	Watkins,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	said	that	“among	religions
in	 this	 country	which	 do	 not	 teach	what	would	 generally	 be	 considered	 a	 belief	 in	 the
existence	 of	 God	 are	 Buddhism,	 Taoism,	 Ethical	 Culture,	 Secular	 Humanism	 and
others.”15	Other	court	decisions	have	also	declared	that	Humanism	is	a	religion.16

Do	contemporary	Humanists	 deny	 that	Humanism	 is	 a	 religion	 because	 they	 realize
that	if	Humanism	is	generally	considered	to	be	a	religion,	then	it,	like	Christianity,	is	also
subject	 to	 the	 First	 Amendment’s	 prohibition	 of	 the	 establishment	 of	 religion,	 and
therefore	may	not	be	taught	in	public	schools?	Many	Christians	believe	that	Humanism	is
a	 religion	 and	 that	 it	 dominates	 the	 philosophical	 foundations	 and	 psychological



methodologies	of	all	public	education.	They	therefore	have	decided	that	 the	only	way	to
protect	their	children	from	indoctrination	in	religious	beliefs	of	Humanism	is	to	reject	the
public	school	system.	They	seek	Christian	educational	alternatives—often	home-schooling
their	own	children.

	BRASS	FACT

One	of	the	goals	of	the	American	Humanist	Association	is	to
place	a	Humanist	counselor	in	every	public	school	in
America.

Humanism	Acts	Like	a	Religion
Humanism	promotes	values	that	seek	to	change	lives,	to	worship	mankind,	and	to	have

religious	assumptions.

Humanism	Seeks	to	Change	Lives

A	publication	of	the	American	Humanist	Association	states:	“The	American	Humanist
Association	 is	 a	 non-profit	 organization,	 funded	 in	 the	 early	 1940s	 to	 provide	 an
alternative	 religious	 philosophy.”17	 The	 AHA	 seeks	 “people	 interested	 in	 becoming
certified	Humanist	Leaders,	Counselors,	or	ordained	Ministers.”	“A	Humanist	Counselor,
AHA,	is	the	legal	equivalent	of	minister,	priest,	rabbi	…	Humanist	counselors,	AHA,	may
act	 as	 chaplains	 on	 campuses	 and	 in	 prisons,	 hospitals,	 and	other	 institutions	where	 the
presence	 of	 a	 non-traditional	 or	 non-theistic	minister	 is	 often	 a	 need.”18	 “To	 extend	 its
principles	 and	 operate	 educationally,	 the	 Association	 publishes	 books,	 magazines,	 and
pamphlets;	 engages	 lecturers;	 selects,	 trains	 and	 accredits	 Humanist	 Counselors	 as	 its
ordained	ministry	of	the	movement	…”19

One	 of	 the	 goals	 of	 the	 American	 Humanist	 Association	 is	 to	 place	 a	 Humanist
counselor	 in	 every	 public	 school	 in	 America.20	 If	 that	 effort	 is	 successful,	 Humanist
counselors	will	be	able	to	give	guidance	freely,	according	to	principles	of	Humanism,	to
children	of	Christian	parents	without	their	parents	ever	knowing	of	it.

Humanism	Worships	Mankind

Christians	are	rightly	concerned	that	Humanism	is	recognized	as	religion,	and	that,	as
religion,	it	is	currently	being	taught	in	all	public	schools.	However,	the	primary	concern	of
Christians	is	not	 its	being	labeled	as	a	religion.	Rather,	 it	 is	 that	Humanism	is	a	form	of
self-worship.

Although	the	term	Humanism	became	popular	only	in	the	last	quarter	of	the	twentieth
century,	 its	 concepts	 have	 existed	 as	 long	 as	 mankind	 has	 existed.	 Eve	 was	 the	 first
Humanist.	She	wanted	to	become	like	God	by	eating	the	forbidden	fruit	(Genesis	3:5–6).
Those	who	 started	 to	 build	 the	Tower	 of	Babel	wanted	 to	make	 for	 themselves	 a	 great
name.	Their	 intent	was	 to	build	a	 tower	with	“its	 top	 in	 the	heavens”	 (Genesis	11:4–7).
This	was	probably	an	assertion	of	their	independence	from	God.	Throughout	history,	men
have	considered	themselves	gods.	Tyre	was	destroyed	because	its	proud	heart	declared,	“I
am	God”	(Ezekiel	28:2).	The	paramount	worship	of	mankind	throughout	history	has	been



that	of	self-worship.21

	BRASS	FACT

Humanism	is	a	form	of	selfworship.

Humanity	Study	Versus	Humanity	Worship
Secular	 Humanism	 differs	 considerably	 from	 that	 of	 Renaissance	 Humanism.

Renaissance	humanists	were	students	of	the	humanities.	In	reading	ancient,	non-Christian
documents	 of	 humanity,	 humanists	 absorbed	 many	 pagan	 assumptions	 regarding	 the
nature	 of	 man.	 Subsequently,	 they	 began	 rejecting	 Christian	 perspectives.	 Humanism
gradually	 changed	 from	 being	 primarily	 a	 study	 of	 the	 humanities	 to	 becoming	 the
worship	of	humanity.

In	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 French	 philosopher	 August	 Comte	 established	 a	 formal
Religion	of	Humanity	for	the	worship	of	all	mankind—past,	present,	and	future.

This	religion	had	a	catechism,	sacraments,	a	sacred	calendar,	a	priesthood,	prayers
and	something	imitative	of	the	Trinity.	It	also	had	a	social	system	of	which	Comte
was	the	chief	planner.	The	Religion	of	Humanity,	as	a	visible	institution,	for	a	time
had	 great	 vitality.	 Comteans	 formed	 positivist	 societies	 for	 the	worship	 of	 great
people,	and	their	churches	spread	even	to	South	Africa.22

After	 the	 death	 of	 Comte,	 the	 formal	 designation	 of	 the	 “Religion	 of	 Humanity”
gradually	 changed	 to	 “Humanism.”	 Since	 then,	 the	 informal	 worship	 of	 humanity	 has
continued	to	grow.

Society	of	Self
Humanism	 produces	 self-worship	 in	 many	 forms,	 and	 even	 though	 Christian	 faith

recognizes	 self,	 it	 calls	 for	 self-denial	 and	 selflessness.	 However,	 Humanism	 promotes
self-esteem,	 self-integration,	 self-determination,	 and	 self-actualization—ideals	 that	 have
produced	 a	 very	 selfish	 society.	 Selfishness	 seeks	 hedonistic	 lifestyles	 through
homosexuality,	 pornography,	 gambling,	 drug	 abuse,	 and	 the	 like.	 Selfishness	 produces
divorce	and	is	the	primary	motivation	for	abortion.	In	our	society,	selfishness	has	become
a	virtue.	Many	books	about	the	wisdom	of	looking	out	for	“number	one”	are	bestsellers.

	BRASS	FACT

Selfishness	is	the	logical	result	of	a	religion	that	promotes
man	as	his	own	god.

Although	 Humanists	 generally	 do	 not	 designate	 humanity	 by	 titles	 of	 deity,	 their
language	ascribes	to	man	the	roles	and	attributes	of	God.	Humanism	implies	that	man	is
all-powerful,	 all-wise,	 and	 sovereign	 (autonomous)—that	 he	 is	 his	 own	 savior	 and	 the
only	 lawgiver.	 Humanism	must	 reject	 any	 law	 or	 moral	 code	 that	 is	 not	 derived	 from
human	wisdom.	That	includes	the	Bible!



Contrasting	Religious	Worldviews
Humanists	cannot	prove	God	does	not	exist,	or	 that	he	does	not	 intervene	 in	human

events.	 They	 assume	 man	 has	 no	 spiritual	 nature,	 is	 self-existing,	 and	 that	 all	 things
evolve.	They	assume	there	are	no	absolute	moral	values,	ethics	is	autonomous,	and	man	is
not	accountable	to	God	after	this	life.	Humanism	assumes	there	is	no	sin	and	therefore	no
need	for	eternal	salvation.	Humanism	assumes	there	is	no	life	after	death—no	heaven	or
hell.

The	 religions	 of	 Christianity	 and	 Humanism	 conflict	 in	 many	 ways,	 only	 a	 few	 of
which	are	noted	here.	As	other	categories	are	presented,	other	religious	conflicts	will	be
noted.

Religious	Foundations
Christianity	is	a	philosophical	and	historical	religion	based	on	the	person	and	work	of

Jesus	Christ	and	divine	revelation.	Humanism	claims	to	be	“a	philosophical,	religious,	and
moral	 point	 of	 view.”23	 Humanism	 is	 a	 religion	 based	 on	 naturalism,	 rationalism,	 and
scientism.	Whereas	Christians	believe	God	alone	authorizes	what	mankind	should	believe
and	do,	Humanists	believe	only	mankind	should	formulate	a	religion	relevant	to	this	age.24

Existence	and	Relevancy	of	God
Christians	believe	God	is	existent	and	relevant,	being	philosophically	the	first	cause	of

all	effects,	who	functions	as	creator,	provider,	 lawgiver,	 judge,	redeemer,	and	lord.	They
also	 believe	 God	 is	 faithful,	 omnipotent,	 sovereign,	 omniscient,	 omnipresent,	 personal,
holy,	and	true.	On	the	other	hand,	Humanists	believe	God	is	non-existent	and	not	relevant,
that	 he	 is	 a	mythological	 character—the	 product	 of	 human	 imagination—like	 an	 elf	 or
leprechaun.	Humanism	is	atheistic	by	its	very	nature.

Understanding	of	Nature
Christians	believe	the	universe	was	created	by	God	and	is	temporal.	Humanists	believe

the	 universe	 is	 self-existing	 and	 therefore	 eternal.	 Christians	 think	 all	 creatures	 were
designed,	remain	constant,	and	reproduce	after	their	own	kind;	Humanists	think	all	living
things	have	evolved	by	chance	and	continue	in	an	upward	progression.

Humanity
Christians	 believe	 mankind	 has	 both	 physical	 and	 spiritual	 natures,	 is	 a	 free	 moral

agent,	and	was	created	by	God	in	his	own	image.	Humanists	believe	mankind	has	only	a
physical	 nature,	 is	 only	 temporal,	 and	 is	 basically	 good,	 being	 the	 highest	 form	 of
evolutionary	development.	Christians	believe	that	although	mankind	is	the	best	of	God’s
creation,	 everyone	 is	 a	 sinner	 needing	 salvation	 from	 sin	 and	 guidance	 from	 God.
Humanists	believe	human	beings	are	self-sufficient,	able	to	govern	themselves,	and	apart
from	God	 are	 able	 to	 save	 themselves	 from	 their	 problems.	 Christians	 think	 all	 people
have	 limited	 authority,	 are	 accountable	 to	God,	 and	 have	 an	 eternal	 destiny.	Humanists
believe	 humans	 constitute	 supreme	 authority	 and	 are	 therefore	 accountable	 only	 to
themselves.	Humanists	deny	the	possibility	of	any	eternal	destiny.	Christians	think	belief
in	God	is	not	only	realistic	(i.e.,	sane)	but	that	it	 is	foolish	not	to	believe	in	God	(Psalm



14:1;	53:1).	Humanists	think	belief	in	God	is	unrealistic	(i.e.,	insane).25

The	Source	and	Nature	of	Religion
Christians	 perceive	 reality	 to	 be	 physical,	 spiritual,	 and	 eternal,	 comprising	 both

natural	and	supernatural	realms.	They	believe	religion	must	be	established	and	presented
by	God.	Humanists	perceive	reality	to	be	only	physical	and	temporal,	consisting	of	only
the	 natural	 realm.	 They	 believe	 religion	 must	 be	 established	 and	 maintained	 only	 by
human	 reasoning	 and	 scientific	 methodology.	 Christians	 believe	 reality	 must	 be
ascertained	 by	 both	 natural	 and	 divine	 revelation.	 Humanists	 believe	 reality	 can	 be
ascertained	 only	 by	 natural	 revelation.	 While	 Christianity	 requires	 that	 knowledge	 be
obtained	by	the	word	of	God,	Humanism	requires	free	inquiry	(i.e.,	being	unhampered	by
divine	revelation)	in	its	quest	for	knowledge.

	BRASS	FACT

Christianity	produces	human	submission	to	divine	revelation
and	reverence	toward	God.	Humanism	produces	maximum
individual	autonomy.

Immortality
Christians	believe	every	soul	has	an	eternal	destiny;	Humanists	deny	that	people	have

souls.26	 Christians	 think	 obedient	 believers	 go	 to	 heaven	 and	 unrepentant	 sinners	 go	 to
hell,	but	Humanists	deny	any	eternal	destiny	of	individuals	either	in	heaven	or	hell.27	The
Christian	religion	seeks	salvation	from	sin,	holiness	in	this	life,	and	eternal	life	with	God
rather	 than	 eternal	 punishment	 with	 Satan.	 The	 religion	 of	 Humanism	 seeks	 complete
realization	of	 the	human	personality	and	 the	good	 life	 in	 the	here	and	now.28	Christians
believe	 people	 are	 sinners,	 needing	 salvation	 from	 sin,	 and	 by	 obedient	 faith	 in	 Jesus
Christ,	 sinners	 receive	God’s	 grace	 of	 salvation.	Humanists	 on	 the	 other	 hand	 presume
humanity	 is	 basically	 good	 (i.e.,	 not	 sinners);	 the	 only	 salvation	 needed	 is	 from	 their
temporal	problems.29

Regarding	 perspectives	 on	 immortality,	 Christians	 believe	Humanism	 unrealistically
rejects	the	supernatural,	leaving	humanity	without	God,	unprepared	for	eternal	judgment.
Humanists	 believe	 traditional	 religions	 (such	 as	 Christianity)	 do	 a	 disservice	 to
humanity.30	They	consider	belief	in	immortal	salvation	both	illusory	and	harmful.31



Why	Christianity	Is	Superior	to	Humanism
Proof	that	Christianity	is	superior	to	Humanism	is	much	more	abundant	than	the	two

fundamental	 reasons	 presented	 below.	 Other	 reasons	 may	 be	 inferred	 when	 examining
additional	areas	of	life.

Consistency
The	Christian	religion	is	consistent	with	Christian	declarations;	Humanist	theology	is

not	 consistent	 with	 Humanist	 declarations.	 Because	 Christians	 can	 demonstrate	 the
validity	of	 their	beliefs	 from	both	natural	and	divine	 revelation,	 the	Christian	 religion	 is
consistent	with	Christian	declarations.	On	 the	other	hand,	Humanists	 cannot	prove	 their
beliefs	either	by	natural	science	or	by	reason.	Here	are	a	few	examples	of	their	unproved
tenets.

Humanists	cannot	prove	these	contentions:

There	is	no	God.
Matter	is	eternal.
All	things	originated	through	evolution.
Man	is	only	physical.
Man	has	no	demonstrative	purpose	in	life.

	BRASS	FACT

Although	Humanists	claim	their	religion	must	be	established
by	scientific	methodology,32	their	religion	is	not	scientifically
provable.

Identity



Christianity	 gives	 better	 answers	 to	 questions	 of	 identity.	 Like	 all	 other	 religions,
Humanism	seeks	to	answer	basic	and	ultimate	questions	regarding	reality.	To	the	question,
“Who	am	I?”	Humanists	answer	that	“man	is	a	part	of	nature	and	that	he	has	emerged	as
the	 result	 of	 a	 continuous	process.”33	On	 the	other	 hand,	 to	 the	question,	 “Who	am	 I?”
Christians	answer	that	everyone	is	more	than	an	animal	(Genesis	9:2–3,	6),	although	just	a
little	lower	than	angels	(Psalm	8:5;	Hebrews	2:7,	9).	Even	so,	all	are	children	of	God	by
creation	 (Genesis	 3:20;	 Acts	 17:26),	 while	 some	 are	 also	 special	 children	 of	 God	 by
redemption	in	Christ	Jesus	(John	1:12–13;	Galatians	3:26).

To	 the	 question,	 “Where	 did	 I	 come	 from?”	 Humanists	 respond	 that	 “the	 human
species	 is	 an	 emergence	 from	 natural	 evolutionary	 forces.”34	 Christians	 answer	 that
mankind	was	created	by	God:	made	from	the	dust	of	the	ground	and	in	the	image	of	God
(Genesis	2:7;	3:19;	1:26–27;	9:6).	Man	is	therefore	both	physical	and	spiritual	in	nature.

To	the	question,	“Why	am	I	here?”	Humanism	declares,	“The	ultimate	goal	should	be
the	fulfillment	of	the	potential	for	growth	in	each	human	personality—not	for	the	favored
few,	 but	 for	 all	 of	 humankind.”35	 “Commitment	 to	 all	 humankind	 is	 the	 highest
commitment	 of	 which	 we	 are	 capable;	 it	 transcends	 the	 narrow	 allegiances	 of	 church,
state,	party,	class,	or	race	in	moving	toward	a	wider	vision	of	human	potentiality.”36

To	 that	 same	 question,	 “Why	 am	 I	 here?”	 Christians	 answer	 that	 man	 is	 made	 to
glorify	God	 and	 to	 serve	God	 and	 humanity	 (Matthew	 25:21,	 23;	 1	 Thessalonians	 1:9;
Hebrews	11:28;	1	Corinthians	9:19;	Galatians	5:13).

To	 the	 question,	 “Where	 am	 I	 going?”	 Humanists	 answer,	 “Religious	 Humanism
considers	 the	complete	 realization	of	human	personality	 to	be	 the	end	of	man’s	 life	and
seeks	its	development	and	fulfillment	in	the	here	and	now.”37

Christians	answer	the	question,	“Where	am	I	going?”	by	saying	that	everyone	has	an
eternal	destiny	(John	5:28–29;	Romans	6:23;	2	Thessalonians	1:7–9).	After	death	man	will
be	resurrected	to	face	God	in	judgment	(Ecclesiastes	11:9;	12:14;	Acts	17:30–31;	Hebrews
9:27).	Depending	 upon	 an	 individual’s	 beliefs	 and	 conduct,	 he	 or	 she	will	 be	 rewarded
either	with	eternal	 life	with	God	 in	heaven	or	 condemned	with	eternal	punishment	with
Satan	in	hell	(Matthew	25:31–46).

To	 the	question,	 “How	do	 I	 get	 there?”	Humanists	 respond,	 “Believing	 that	 religion



must	 work	 increasingly	 for	 joy	 in	 human	 living,	 religious	 Humanists	 aim	 to	 foster	 the
creative	in	man	and	to	encourage	achievements	that	add	to	the	satisfaction	of	life.”38

On	the	other	hand,	to	the	question,	“How	do	I	get	there?”	Christians	respond	that	a	life
of	 faith	 and	 service	 is	 essential	 to	 receive	 eternal	 life,	 and	 unbelief	 will	 result	 in
everlasting	punishment.

Logical	Thinking
Which	is	better:	Thinking	God’s	design	and	purpose	are	the	cause	of	human	ancestry

or	thinking	humans	evolved	by	blind	chance?	A	belief	in	God’s	purposes	gives	meaning	to
life;	a	belief	in	life	from	non-life	negates	meaningful	life.	Thinking	humanity	(being	both
physical	 and	 spiritual,	 both	 temporal	 and	 immortal)	 is	 superior	 to	 animals	 (being	 only
physical	 and	 temporal)	 is	 surely	 better	 than	 thinking	 humanity	 is	 only	 like	 animals.
Believing	life	is	best	lived	when	spent	in	praise	to	God	and	service	to	mankind	is	surely
better	than	believing	life	is	to	be	spent	in	selfish,	materialistic,	and	hedonistic	pursuits.	To
live	with	belief	in	an	eternal	reward	for	having	lived	a	good	life	in	faithful	service	to	both
God	and	man	is	surely	better	than	to	think	death	/	annihilation	is	the	inescapable	end.

Christian	answers	to	these	questions	of	identity	are	better	than	Humanist	answers	for
reasons	 both	 temporal	 and	 eternal.	 Humanist	 answers	 result	 in	 ultimate	 absolute
nothingness	 and	 eternal	 condemnation;	 Christian	 answers	 result	 in	 meaningfulness	 and
eternal	life.

	BRASS	FACT

Even	if	there	were	no	eternal	life,	the	Christian’s	identity
fortifies	him	better	for	this	life.

Conclusion
Humanism	may	be	recognized	as	a	 religion	because	 it	claims	 to	be	a	 religion,	 it	has

been	legally	declared	to	be	a	religion,	and	it	acts	like	a	religion.	Humanists	seek	to	change
lives,	worship	mankind,	and	make	religious	assumptions.	Christians	and	Humanists	differ
in	 their	 religious	 foundations	 and	 in	 their	 beliefs	 about	 immortality.	 Their	 beliefs	 differ
regarding	the	existence	and	relevancy	of	God.	Their	understandings	also	differ	regarding
nature,	humanity,	and	the	source	and	nature	of	religion.

Two	 reasons	 may	 be	 given	 to	 support	 the	 contention	 that	 the	 Christian	 religion	 is
superior	to	the	religion	of	Humanism.

The	Christian	religion	is	consistent	with	Christian	beliefs,	but	Humanist	theology	is
not	consistent	with	the	tenets	of	Humanism.

The	 Christian	 religion	 gives	 better	 answers	 to	 questions	 of	 identity	 than	 does	 the
religion	of	secular	Humanism.



Much	…	may	 be	 said	 of	 the	Court’s	 interpretation	 of	 the	 religion	 clauses	 of	 the
First	Amendment.	The	liberal	intelligentsia	is	overwhelmingly	secular	and	fearful
of	 religion,	 hence	 its	 incessant	 harping	 on	 the	 dangers	 posed	 by	 the	 “religious
right.”	 That	 ominous	 phrase	 is	 intended	 to	 suggest	 that	 Americans	 who	 are
conservative	 and	 religious	 are	 a	 threat	 to	 the	 Republic,	 for	 they	 are	 probably
intending	 to	 establish	 a	 theocracy	 and	 to	 institute	 an	 ecumenical	 version	 of	 the
Inquisition.	(Exasperated,	a	friend	suggested	that	the	press	should	begin	referring
to	 the	“pagan	 left.”)	 It	 is	 certainly	 true,	however,	 that	 the	 liberal	 intelligentsia’s
antagonism	to	religion	is	now	a	prominent	feature	of	American	jurisprudence.	The
Court	moved	rather	suddenly	from	tolerance	of	religion	and	religious	expression	to
fierce	hostility.39

—Robert	H.	Bork

PLAYING	WITH	FIRE
Abby	cried	 to	her	mother,	“I	don’t	 understand	my	homework!”	Third	grade	was	 so	different	 from	 last

year.	In	class	the	next	day,	when	Ms.	Sisk	asked,	“What	is	two	times	two?”	Abby	answered,	“Six.”

“Six	is	a	good	answer,”	Ms.	Sisk	responded.	“But	four	is	the	better	answer.”

What	are	the	consequences	when	Humanism	promotes	self-esteem	above	truth?

Review	Questions

1.	 Present	evidence	that	proves	Humanism	is	a	religion.

2.	 In	what	ways	does	Humanism	act	like	a	religion?

3.	 List	some	assumptions	of	the	religion	of	Humanism?

4.	 What	is	the	religious	foundation	of	Christianity?

5.	 What	is	the	religious	foundation	of	Humanism?

6.	 How	do	Christians	and	Humanists	differ	in	their	view	of	God?

7.	 How	do	Christians	 and	Humanists	 differ	 in	 their	 views	 regarding	 the	 origin	 of	 the
universe?

8.	 How	 do	 Christians	 and	 Humanists	 differ	 in	 their	 views	 regarding	 the	 nature	 of
humanity?

9.	 How	do	Christians	and	Humanists	differ	in	their	views	regarding	the	establishment	of
religion?

10.	 How	do	Christians	and	Humanists	differ	in	their	views	regarding	immortality?

11.	 In	what	ways	is	the	Christian	religion	superior	to	the	religion	of	Humanism?

12.	 How	do	Christians	and	Humanists	answer	differently	the	major	questions	of	identity?

13.	 What	 are	 some	 important	 implications	 derived	 from	 recognizing	 the	 fact	 that
Humanism	is	a	religion?
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CHAPTER

2

PHILOSOPHY

The	fundamental	affirmation	of	the	gospel,	namely	the	ultimate	reality	which	is	the
object	of	all	our	search	 for	 truth	has	been	made	present	 in	history	 in	 the	person
and	work	of	Jesus	Christ.	“The	Word	was	made	flesh	and	dwelt	among	us	…	and
we	beheld	his	glory”	(John	1:14).	If	that	is	true,	then	it	must	define	the	nature	of
all	our	search	for	truth,	including	our	searches	for	truth	in	the	world	of	impersonal
entities.	 The	 theological	 level	 of	 inquiry,	 while	 not	 invading	 or	 calling	 into
question	the	other	levels	on	which	explanation	is	to	be	sought,	must	be	recognized
as	the	ultimate	one.1

Everyone	 has	 a	 philosophy	 of	 life,	 whether	 or	 not	 he	 readily	 acknowledges	 it.
Philosophy	is	a	compound	of	two	Greek	words,	philo	meaning	love,	and	sophia	meaning
wisdom	 or	 knowledge.	 So	 by	 definition,	 a	 philosopher	 is	 one	who	 loves	 knowledge	 or
wisdom.	The	word	philosophy	 is	frequently	used	to	describe	one’s	worldview	or	outlook
on	 life.	 As	 a	 discipline,	 philosophy	 may	 be	 categorized	 as	 natural,	 moral,	 and
metaphysical.	What	follows	relates	to	metaphysical	philosophy.

According	to	Webster,	metaphysical	philosophy	“deals	with	first	principles	and	seeks
to	explain	the	nature	of	being	or	reality	(ontology)	and	of	the	origin	and	structure	of	the
world	(cosmology):	 it	 is	closely	associated	with	a	 theory	of	knowledge	(epistemology).”
Since	metaphysics,	ontology,	cosmology,	and	epistemology	are	words	not	commonly	used
in	 popular	 conversation,	 they	 may	 be	 new	 to	 some	 readers.	 However,	 readers	 need	 to
understand	these	terms.	Christians	and	Humanists	differ	in	their	metaphysical	worldviews.
These	differences	can	be	contrasted	categorically	and	then	arguments	can	be	presented	to
demonstrate	that	the	Christian	philosophical	worldview	is	superior	to	that	of	Humanism.

Contrasting	Philosophical	Worldviews
Epistemology	(theory	of	knowledge)

For	 Christians,	 acquisition	 of	 knowledge	 is	 based	 on	 natural	 and	 divine	 revelation.
Because	 they	 accept	 divine	 revelation,	 as	 well	 as	 truths	 revealed	 through	 nature,
experience,	and	history,	Christians	believe	 in	 the	existence	of	God,	 in	 spiritual	 truths	as
revealed	 in	 the	 Bible,	 and	 in	 eternal	 realities.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 Humanists	 believe
acquisition	 of	 knowledge	 is	 based	 only	 on	 natural	 revelation.	 Humanists	 limit	 their
epistemology	 to	 whatever	 can	 be	 known	 by	 naturalism,	 materialism,	 rationalism,	 and
scientism.



Naturalism	 is	 the	 belief	 that	 nature	 is	 all	 there	 is.	 Hence,	 no	 knowledge	 may	 be
obtained	from	any	presumed	divine	revelation.

Materialism,	an	extension	of	naturalism,	 is	 the	belief	 that	matter	 is	all	 there	 is—no
spiritual	nature	exists.

Rationalism	is	the	belief	that	only	human	reason	is	needed	to	ascertain	truth.	Hence,
no	presumed	divine	guidance	or	proclamations	are	allowed.

Scientism	is	the	belief	that	the	scientific	method	is	sufficient	for	ascertaining	all	truth,
whether	 of	 physical	 and	 biological	 sciences	 or	 of	 other	 disciplines,	 such	 as	 the
humanities	and	the	social	sciences.	Whatever	cannot	be	ascertained	by	the	scientific
method	 (i.e.,	 through	 the	 senses	 of	 sight,	 sound,	 smell,	 touch,	 and	 taste)	 or	 human
reasoning	cannot	be	said	to	exist.

Through	 these	 limitations	 imposed	 by	 naturalism,	 materialism,	 rationalism,	 and
scientism,	Humanists	reject	the	existence	of	God,	spiritual	truths	as	revealed	in	the	Bible,
and	eternal	realities.

	BRASS	FACT

For	Christians,	knowledge	is	derived	from	both	natural	and
divine	revelation,	but	for	Humanists,	knowledge	is	derived
only	from	natural	revelation.

Ontology	(nature	of	being)
Ontology	is	concerned	first	with	whether	or	not	God	exists.	For	Christians,	ontological

arguments	 for	 the	 existence	 of	 God	 come	 from	 reason,	 natural	 science,	 and	 divine
revelation.

Reason

Christians	affirm	God’s	existence	by	arguing	from	what	may	be	called	“mental	proof,”
and	 by	 presenting	 the	 ontological	 and	 teleological	 arguments.	 The	 supernaturalist	 may
argue	that	one’s	ability	to	think	cannot	be	considered	a	physical,	material	thing.	While	the
brain	is	physical,	the	mind	is	not.	It	is	of	another	nature.	If	the	mind	is	not	physical,	then
the	only	 rational	option	 is	 to	believe	 there	must	have	been	an	Ultimate	Mind	 to	bring	 it
into	existence.

This	 “mental	 proof”	 prepares	 the	 way	 for	 accepting	 three	 major	 philosophical
arguments	for	the	existence	of	God.

The	Teleological	Argument:	since	 there	 is	design	 in	 the	physical	universe,	a	cosmic
Designer	and	Creator	must	exist.

The	 Ontological	 Argument:	 the	 perfect	 being,	 as	 conceived	 by	 mankind,	 must
actually	 exist	 because	 human	beings	 cannot	 conceive	 of	 that	which	 does	 not	 exist.
This	argument,	first	stated	by	Anselm	(A.D.1033–1109),	weds	two	concepts	together.
The	first	is	that	God	is	a	“being	than	which	nothing	greater	can	be	conceived.”	The
second	is	that	something	that	exists	only	in	the	mind	is	distinct	from	what	exists	in



mind	and	reality.	Because	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	conceive	of	a	more	perfect	being	 than
the	most	perfect	being,	then	God	must	exist	in	reality,	not	just	in	mind.

The	Cosmological	Argument	distinguishes	between	necessary	and	contingent	beings,
and	asserts	that	God	is	the	necessary	being	which	explains	the	existence	of	all	other
(i.e.,	contingent)	beings.

Natural	Science

From	natural	 science,	Christians	argue	 the	existence	of	God	 from	 the	 second	 law	of
thermodynamics,	 the	 impossibility	of	spontaneous	generation,	DNA	genetic	 information,
and	the	Anthropic	Principle.

1.	 The	 second	 law	 of	 thermodynamics	 indicates	 that	 everything	 is	 naturally
deteriorating,	 not	 improving;	 therefore	 a	 supernatural	 Creator	 must	 have	 made
everything	better	than	it	now	is.

2.	 The	impossibility	of	life	coming	from	non-life	means	there	must	be	a	supernatural	life
to	have	produced	life	on	earth.

3.	 The	DNA	 genetic	 code,	 which	 prohibits	 life	 forms	 from	moving	 from	 one	 type	 of
organism	into	another,	requires	that	a	supernatural	Codifier	must	have	given	each	life
form	its	specific	genetic	code.

4.	 The	Anthropic	Principle	 declares	 that	 the	 parameters	 of	 the	 earth	were	 specifically
tailored	 for	 life	on	earth—for	example,	 the	earth	 is	 just	 the	 right	distance	 from	 the
sun,	being	neither	too	hot	nor	too	cold—and	argues	that	a	supernatural	power	had	to
arrange	these	conditions.

Divine	Revelation

Christians	 may	 also	 cite	 philosophical	 arguments	 for	 the	 existence	 of	 God	 from



Scripture.	 For	 example,	 some	 characteristics	 of	 Christian	 philosophy	 are	 given	 in	 John
1:1–4:

Mind	before	matter
God	before	man
Plan	and	design	before	creation
Life	from	life
Enlightenment	from	the	Light2

The	Christian	 philosophy	 is	 also	 affirmed	 from	Scripture	 by	 an	 abundance	 of	 other
evidence—for	example,	fulfilled	prophecies,	accuracy	in	recorded	historical	data,	and	pre-
scientific	declarations	of	true	facts	about	the	universe.

	BRASS	FACT

Christian	arguments	affirming	the	existence	of	God	are
derived	from	reason,	natural	science,	philosophy,	and
Scripture.

In	spite	of	 these	arguments,	Humanist	ontology	 requires	a	denial	of	 the	existence	of
God.	 Since	 Humanists	 contend	 that	 nature	 is	 all	 there	 is,	 for	 them	 there	 can	 be	 no
supernatural.	Since	they	contend	that	matter	is	all	there	is,	for	them	there	can	be	nothing
spiritual.	Since	they	contend	that	truth	is	ascertainable	only	by	human	reasoning,	there	can
be	 no	 divine	 revelation;	 beliefs	 based	 on	 supernatural	 revelation	 are	 invalid.	 Humanist
ontology	is	thus	limited	by	its	epistemology.

Cosmology	(origin	and	structure	of	the	world)
Because	cosmology	deals	with	the	origin	of	the	world,	it	entertains	the	possibility	of

either	creation	or	evolution.	If	the	earth	was	created,	then	the	argument	must	relate	to	the
existence	of	God.	Because	cosmology	deals	with	the	structure	of	the	world,	it	recognizes
the	possibility	of	God’s	 intervention	 in	history	 in	various	ways,	with	 the	nature	of	man,
and	 such	 like.	 In	 cosmology,	 like	 ontology,	 Christians	 argue	 from	 both	 reason	 and
revelation;	Humanists	argue	only	from	reasoning	that	is	limited	by	their	epistemology.

Regarding	 the	 existence	 of	God,	 the	Cosmological	Argument	 distinguishes	 between
necessary	 beings	 and	 dependent	 beings;	 it	 asserts	 that	 God	 is	 the	 necessary	 being	who
explains	 the	 existence	 of	 people	 and	 all	 other	 contingent	 beings.	 God,	 therefore,	 is	 the
First	Cause	of	 all	 causes.	Humanists	 reject	 the	 idea	of	First	Cause	because	 they	believe
there	was	no	beginning.	They	believe	the	universe	is	self-existing—eternal.

Christians	and	Humanists	conflict	regarding	the	origin	of	the	universe.	Was	it	created
or	did	it	evolve?	Because	Humanists	reject	the	existence	of	God	on	ontological	grounds,
the	universe	simply	could	not	have	been	created.	It	had	to	evolve!

Humanists	 reject	 the	 existence	 of	God,	 so	 they	must	 reject	 all	 notions	 that	God	has
anything	to	do	with	human	events.	For	Humanists,	God	could	not	have	been	involved	in
Noah’s	worldwide	flood.	God	could	not	have	led	the	Israelites	out	of	Egypt,	nor	could	He
have	been	interactive	with	the	judges	and	kings	of	Israel	and	Judah.	Surely	He	had	nothing



to	do	with	the	Babylonian	captivity	of	the	Jews;	neither	could	He	have	had	any	connection
with	 the	 life	 and	 teachings	 of	 Jesus.	 God	 could	 have	 had	 nothing	 to	 do	 with	 the
establishment	of	the	church	or	with	the	ongoing	lives	of	Christians.

For	Humanists,	 there	can	be	no	such	thing	as	a	miracle.	God	can	have	nothing	to	do
with	natural	catastrophes	such	as	droughts,	tornadoes,	or	hurricanes.	For	them,	God	does
not	punish	individuals	or	nations	for	their	sins	or	reward	them	for	their	faithfulness	to	him.
The	 Humanists’	 stance	 regarding	 God’s	 interaction	 with	 humanity	 quite	 obviously
conflicts	with	Christian	faith.

Regarding	 the	 nature	 of	 man,	 Christians	 contend	 that	 mankind	 is	 dualistic—both
physical	 and	 spiritual.	 Humanists	 contend	 that	 mankind	 is	 monistic—only	 physical.
Humanists	reject	 the	Christian	belief	 that	upon	death	the	physical	body	goes	back	to	the
ground	but	the	spiritual	body	goes	to	God	for	judgment.	Humanists	reject	Christian	beliefs
of	eternal	destiny	in	heaven	or	hell.

Why	Christian	Philosophy	Is	Superior
Perception	of	Knowledge

Christian	 philosophy	 is	 consistent	with	 its	 perception	 of	 how	 things	 can	 be	 known.
Humanist	 philosophy	 is	 inconsistent	with	 its	manner	 of	 acquiring	 knowledge.	Christian
philosophy	 receives,	 from	 both	 natural	 and	 supernatural	 sources,	 abundant	 supporting
evidence	that	affirms	Christian	philosophy	and	negates	Humanist	philosophy.	Humanists
inconsistently	reject	arguments	and	evidences	from	reason	and	natural	sciences	that	affirm
Christian	beliefs,	simply	because	such	do	not	fit	their	epistemology.

Reasonability
Christian	philosophy	is	more	reasonable	than	Humanist	philosophy.	The	Teleological

Argument,	 the	 Ontological	 Argument,	 and	 the	 Cosmological	 Argument	 are	 based	 on
reason.	 They	 support	 the	 existence	 of	 God.	 Evidences	 for	 biblical	 faith,	 supported	 by
divine	revelation,	fulfilled	prophecies,	archaeology,	and	history	are	more	reasonable	than
Humanist	faith,	which	is	limited	by	its	epistemology.

Consistent	with	Natural	Sciences
Christian	 philosophy	 is	 more	 consistent	 with	 the	 natural	 sciences.	 Since	 Humanist

philosophy	 declares	 that	 nature	 is	 all	 there	 is	 and	 that	 knowledge	 can	 be	 obtained	 only
through	 the	 scientific	 method,	 then	 Humanists	 must	 demonstrate	 through	 nature	 that
knowledge	 can	 be	 obtained	 only	 by	 the	 scientific	 method.	 But	 natural	 science	 cannot
disprove	the	existence	of	God,	nor	does	the	scientific	method	demonstrate	that	knowledge
can	be	obtained	only	through	the	scientific	method.	None	of	these	Humanist	assumptions
—nature	is	all	there	is,	beliefs	can	be	determined	only	by	the	scientific	method,	God	does
not	exist,	the	universe	is	self-existing,	the	theory	of	evolution	is	true,	man	is	monistic,	and
man	 may	 acquire	 knowledge	 only	 through	 reasoning—are	 provable	 by	 the	 scientific
method!	Humanists	are	inconsistent.



SUGGESTED	READINGS
Basic	Documents	of	Humanism	By	Humanists

(You	can	probably	find	these	on	the	Internet)

Humanist	Manifesto	I,	drafted	by	Roy	Wood	Sellers,	first	published	in	The	New	Humanist,
May/June,	1993	(Vol.	VI,	No.	3),	co-signed	by	34	persons,	of	which	the	first	and	most
prominent	was	John	Dewey.

Humanist	Manifesto	II,	drafted	by	Paul	Kurtz	and	Edwin	H.	Wilson,	first	published	in	The
Humanist,	Sept/Oct,	1973	(Vol.	XXXIII,	No.	5),	co-signed	by	114	prominent	persons,
including	 Isaac	 Asimov,	 Edd	 Doerr,	 Antony	 Flew,	 Sidney	 Hook,	 Corliss	 Lamont,
Lester	Kirkendall,	and	B.	F.	Skinner.

Humanism	 and	 Its	 Aspirations,	 subtitled	 as	Manifesto	 III,	 a	 successor	 to	 the	Humanist
Manifesto	 of	 1933,	 apparently	 written	 by	 committees	 of	 the	 American	 Humanist
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