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Back to Marseilles

Napoleon asked Edmond if he would deliver a letter for him.
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Back to Marseilles
In the winter of 1815, a ship

named the Pharaon was returning
from a journey to Italy.  The
Pharaon had a small crew.
Among the men were Captain
LeClere, Monsieur Danglars, and
young Edmond Dantes.

Dantes was the First Mate of
the ship.  He was only nineteen
years of age.  He was a very kind
and honest man.  Danglars, on
the other hand, was a man thirty-
five years of age.  He was very sly
and full of envy.

Before returning home, the
Pharaon made an important stop
at the Isle of Elba.  This was the
is land on which France had
banished Napoleon Bonaparte.
Napoleon was once the emperor of
France.  He had fought and won
many battles for his country.  But
then he had been driven from
power.  The banished Napoleon
was planning on returning to
France one day.  He would take
back his command from King
Louis XVIII.

The Pharaon ’s crew had
stopped at the Isle of Elba to get
help for their ill captain.  Captain
LeClere had gotten brain fever
during the trip.  Edmond Dantes
took control of things when the
Captain became ill.  He truly
cared for the Captain and wanted
to help him.

On the Island, Napoleon pulled
Edmond aside to talk with him
privately.  “Would you deliver a
letter to an old comrade of mine in
Marseilles?” asked Napoleon.
Edmond felt uneasy about his
question.  Doing anything for
Napoleon would be a form of
treason.  This would make
Edmond a traitor to his country.
“It’s just a harmless letter to an
old comrade from long ago,” said
Napoleon.

Edmond was unsure about
taking the letter from the old

emperor.  After some thought, he
agreed to deliver it.  Edmond was
no traitor, but he was very young.
He was not aware of the problems
he could face if the letter fell into
the wrong hands.  He could be
charged with treason.

“Take this letter to Monsieur
Noirtier,” said Napoleon. “He will
find you in Marseilles.”

Within hours, Captain LeClere
had died from his brain fever.
The crew covered the body.   They
loaded it back onto the Pharaon.
Then they sailed back out into the
Atlantic Ocean.  The crew buried
Captain LeClere at sea.

The next day, the Pharaon
sailed into the French harbor
town of Marseilles.  This was
where Edmond Dantes lived.
Edmond was very excited about
his return.  He was very anxious
to see his father and his fiancée,
Mercedes.

After docking the ship,
Monsieur Morrel, the ship ’s
owner, approached Dantes and
Danglars.  “What happened on
your journey?” he asked.

Edmond explained.  “Captain
LeClere died of brain fever.”

Danglars had a sly scowl on
his face as he listened to Edmond
tell Morrel about the trip.  He felt
such envy!  He didn’t like how
well Dantes got along with
Morrel.  “Dantes did not obey my
orders when he went to the Isle of
Elba,”  interrupted Danglars
rudely.  He continued, “Our lives
could have been lost sailing to
that Island.  I was trying to
protect the well-being of the
Pharaon.”

Now Monsieur Morrel scowled.
“You were trying to protect your-
self,” exclaimed Morrel.  “Edmond
did the right thing by seeking
help for the ill Captain.  This is
the choice that you should have
made, Danglars.”

Danglars glared at Edmond
with envy and dislike.  

“Both of you come with me,”
commanded Morrel.  The men
followed Morrel inside the shipping
company where they would learn
who would  become the  next
captain of the Pharaon.  The two
men sat down in front of Morrel’s
desk.  Morrel paused for a few
seconds.  He looked at both men
sitting in front of him.  Finally, he
began to fill out a piece of paper.
“Edmond Dantes, you are a man
of courage,” Morrel began.
“Because of your concern for your
captain, I now make you the new
captain of the Pharaon.”

With great excitement,
Edmond jumped up and shook
Morrel’s hand.  “Thank you so
much, sir.  You have given me my
dream.  I will not let you down,”
he said smiling.

“Don’t you have a pretty, young
lady waiting to hear this good
news?” asked Morrel.

Edmond smiled.  He asked,
“May I have two weeks leave so I
may marry Mercedes?”

Morrel answered, “That is fine.
But, the crew will need you in  a
month or so to set sail on the next
journey.  Now, go.  Get to your
fiancée and family to share the
good news.”

As Danglars listened to the
exchange between the two men,
he became angry.  He felt more
envy than ever before.  He asked
Morrel, “Have you demoted me?”

“No, I have not demoted you,”
answered Morrel.  “You will be the
Pharaon ’s First Mate.  If this
makes you unhappy, you may
seek work somewhere else.”

Danglars glared at Morrel.
Then he left the office without
saying a word.  It appeared that
Danglars was finished with his
job at the shipping company.
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Surrounded by Enemies

Edmond’s father explains what he did with the money Edmond had given him.
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Surrounded by Enemies
After becoming the captain of

the Pharaon, Edmond ran home to
see his father.  As Edmond
entered the house, his father ’s
face lit up.  They hugged each
other with joy.

After a few minutes, Edmond
saw that his father’s shelves were
empty.  There was little food to be
found.  “Why is there hardly any
food?” Edmond asked his father.
“Didn ’t I  leave you with two
hundred francs before I left?”

“Don’t you remember the one-
hundred-forty francs I owed
Caderousse?” replied the old man.
“Shortly after you left, he wanted
his money, so I paid him.  That left
me with only sixty francs to last
for three months,” he explained.

Edmond was very upset.
Within a few moments, there was
a knock at the door.  It was
Caderousse.  “Hello, Edmond.  I
see you are back from your trip.  I
hear that you are the new captain
of the Pharaon.”

Edmond was very angry with
his neighbor.  He did not wish to
discuss anything with him.  He
answered in a quick, cold way.
“Yes, I am fortunate to have
become the new captain.
However, I must be off to see my
future bride.”  He left quickly, but
not before giving his father some
money to buy food.

Edmond walked to the nearby
village where Mercedes lived.
Arriving at her house, he called
out her name.  Mercedes opened
the door and jumped into
Edmond’s arms.  “I have missed
you so much,” she said.

“And I have missed you dearly,”
Edmond said with love.

The young lovers entered the
house.  Instantly, Edmond noticed
another young man was there.
“I’m sorry, Mercedes, I didn’t know
that you had company,” said
Edmond.

“Oh, this is my friend Fernand
Mondego.  He kept me company
while you were away,” answered
Mercedes.  She didn’t bother to
mention that Fernand had asked
her to be his bride while Edmond
was away.  She had told him no,
because she so loved Edmond
Dantes.

After they were introduced,
Fernand excused himself.  “I must
leave at once,” he lied.  Fernand
was jealous.  I will not witness
their love for each other, he
thought.

Walking down the street,
Fernand wondered how he could
get rid of Edmond.  As he passed a
tavern, he heard someone call his
name. “Fernand, you look upset.
Come inside.”

He looked at the man who
stood at the tavern’s door.  It was
Danglars.  He was with
Caderousse.  He went inside the
tavern and sat down with the two
men.  Danglars began to discuss
his dislike for Edmond.  He and
Fernand would love a chance to
get rid of him!

Danglars remembered seeing
Edmond carrying a letter when he
left Elba.  He knew that helping
Napoleon was a crime.  “This
letter could be used against him,”
said Danglars.  “I am a witness to
his crime.  This is our chance to be
rid of him.”

But Caderousse did not want to
discuss it. “You’re both planning a
terrible thing.”

So Danglars and Fernand
planned just how they would do it.

That night Mercedes and
Edmond celebrated their joy with
an engagement feast.  The feast
took place at the home of
Edmond ’s father.  “Let us be
thankful for all our blessings,”
said Edmond. 

“I am so happy for you both,”
said Edmond’s father.

Suddenly, there was a loud
knock on the door.  “Open up in
the name of the law!” someone
shouted.  But, before Edmond
could open the door, a group of
policemen burst into the house.

“Are you Edmond Dantes?”
asked an officer.

“Yes, I am,” answered Edmond.
“What is this all about?”

“You must come with us,”
answered the officer.  “You are
under arrest for treason.”

Edmond began to plead.  “But,
I have done no such crime,” he
cried.  “I am innocent!”

As the police took Edmond
away, he yelled to Mercedes, “This
is a mistake.  I promise you, this
is a big mistake!”

Mercedes and Edmond’s father
stood frozen with fear.  They knew
Edmond was innocent of the
crime.  But, how would they clear
his good name?

The police brought Edmond to
a building.  “You can plead your
case to Monsieur de Villefort.
He’ll be here shortly,” said one of
the officers.

Meanwhile, Villefort had been
celebrating his own engagement.
He was planning to marry Renée
de Saint-Méran.  She was part of
Villefort’s plan to reach a higher
office of law.  Renée’s family had
close ties to the King.

Just then, a servant handed
Villefort a note.  It said that a
man named Edmond Dantes was
arrested for carrying a letter from
Napoleon.

“I must be going,” said Villefort
to his guests.  “I must take care of
business.”

Edmond was soon to learn of
his future.
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The Chateau d’If

Edmond hands Napoleon’s letter to Villefort.
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The Chateau d’If
Edmond waited with the

police.  Monsieur Morrel pleaded
for Edmond ’s release.  Soon,
Villefort arrived.

“This young man is innocent,”
Morrel exclaimed.

“Let ’s look at the evidence
first,” replied Villefort.  Edmond
handed him a letter.  Villefort
read it carefully.  “It is clear that
you ’re not a follower of
Napoleon.  I’m sorry for the diffi-
cult situation we’ve put you in.
You are released.”

“Thank you, sir.  What a relief
this is,” said Edmond.  He and
Morrel started to leave the
room, when Villefort asked a
question.  “Who was the letter
intended for?”

“I was to deliver it to
Monsieur Noirtier,” Edmond
answered.

Villefort ’s face went pale.
Noirtier was Villefort’s father.
Villefort had changed his last
name because he didn’t want to
be linked with his father.  He
knew that his father ’s dealings
with Napoleon could ruin his
future plans.  Just then, he
came up with an idea.  He would
stop any evidence from getting
out.

“Monsieur Dantes,” said
Villefort, “allow me to give you a
ride home in my carriage.  It’s
the least I can do to make up for
this awkward situation.  My car-
riage is right through that back
door,” he said pointing.

Edmond thanked Villefort,
then said good-by to Morrel.
Then he walked out the back
door to find Villefort’s carriage.
Suddenly, two officers grabbed
Edmond.  They threw him into a
police carriage.

“You must release me,” cried
Edmond.  “Justice has been
done.  I ’m an innocent man.
MONSIEUR VILLEFORT!” he

shouted.
Villefort only watched as

Edmond was taken away.  He
knew that Edmond would not
return to society for many years.
Villefort’s plans would not be
ruined by his father’s affairs.

Some time later, the police
carriage stopped.  The officers
put Edmond on a small boat.
“Where are you taking me?”
asked Edmond.

“Why, you ’re going to the
Chateau d’If,” answered one of
the officers.

“But what about justice!”
cried Edmond.  “I was set free.  I
was to be released!”

“I ’m just doing my duty,”
answered the officer.  “Justice
doesn ’t always work out the
way you expect it to,” he said
laughing.

At the Chateau d’If, Edmond
pleaded with the guards.  But
they just laughed and made fun
of him.  “Anyone who performs
an act of treason does not belong
in society,” said one of the
guards.

Edmond was locked in a cell
where he fell to the ground and
cried.  He knew he was in a terrible
situation.  Justice had been
stolen from him!

From time to time, Edmond
would call to the guards from his
cell.  He would try to plead his
situation to them, but they
wouldn’t listen.

One evening, Edmond shouted
for hours.  The guards took him
from his cell and threw him into
the dungeon.  This was the
lower part of the Chateau d’If.
It was colder and darker than
Edmond’s cell.

“Enjoy your stay in the dungeon,”
laughed a guard, as he slammed
the door shut.

Days turned into months.
Months turned into years until,

finally, ten years had passed
since Edmond’s arrest.  He was
full of anger and sadness.  His
thoughts were mostly of
Mercedes.  He prayed to God for
justice, but he had little hope
that God would listen.

* * *
During this time, Napoleon

had escaped from Elba and
returned to France.  King Louis
XVIII left the country as
Napoleon returned to power.

Though Napoleon had many
supporters, he also had many
enemies.  Shortly after his
return, Louis returned with help
from Germany and Britain.  A
bloody battle began.  When
Napoleon lost the battle at
Waterloo, King Louis XVIII
returned to his throne.
Napoleon was banished to
another island for the rest of his
life.

Edmond knew nothing of
what was happening in France.
Morrel, Mercedes, and Edmond’s
father continued to plead with
Villefort to release Edmond.  But
their words meant little to
Villefort.  He wouldn’t even tell
them where Edmond was being
held.

During Edmond ’s years in
prison, Fernand spent a lot of
time with Mercedes.  He was
very comforting to her.  But her
love for Edmond still lived in her
heart.

Edmond’s father lost hope for
his son.  He became ill and died.
Morrel kindly took care of
Edmond’s family affairs. 

Over the years, Edmond ate
less and less.  He became weaker
and weaker.  Finally, he wished
for death.  He felt that death
was his only way out of prison. 



You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

http://www.ebooks2go.com/the-count-of-monte-cristo_alexandre-dumas

	Cover
	Title
	Copyright 
	Contents
	Back to Marseilles
	Surrounded by Enemies
	The Chateau d’If
	The Escape!
	Freedom at Last
	Edmond Works His Plan
	Edmond in Paris
	Mysterious Events
	Sweet Revenge
	Finished Business



