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A New State

Cowboys are a long-running part of popular culture. Cattle
drives appear frequently in Western movies and books. These
themes are not a recent development. Instead, the story of these
cowboys and their cattle drives takes place over hundreds of years.
It all began in Texas.

In 1836, Texas gained its independence from Mexico. The land
became a free republic for the next nine years. In 1845, Texas was
annexed, or added to, the United States. It became the 28th state
in the Union.

Texas was added as a slave state. The Texas Constitution of
1845 protected slavery. Like other Southern states, Texas grew
dependent on cotton. It would take a nationwide war to rid the
South of slavery.
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Compromise
of 1850

The Compromise of 1850
briefly settled the conflict
between the North and
the South. Texas gave

up some western land
claims in exchange for
$10 million. To keep the
balance between slave
states and free states,
California came into the
Union as a free state. To
satisfy the South, Congress
passed a stronger version
of the Fugitive Slave Act.

Fugitive Slave Act

; The Fugitive Slave Act
After the Civil War, Texas’s identity % SSSRCHIICHUEREITIENE
Y b and escaped slaves living
in Northern states be

, . returned to their owners
antebellum period to today, the cattle o+ in the South. Antislavery

industry has played an important role in ¢ people strongly opposed

how the South—and the country as a &' thislaw. They felt it forced
= them to play a part in the

slave system.

evolved. Texas ranchers and cowboys
helped shape the path forward. From the

whole—has developed.
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1840 engraving of \
vaqueros lassoing cattle
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Early Cattle Ranching

Cattle ranching has a long history in the United States. It
began in the late 1600s. The Spanish brought longhorn cattle
to Texas to feed Spanish soldiers and missionaries. Longhorn
cattle were large and strong. Adults often weighed about
1,200 pounds (544 kilograms). The horns on their heads could
span up to seven feet (over two meters)!

Mexicans living in the Texas territory were skilled in the

ways of handling cattle. These Mexican ranchers were called
vaqueros (vah-KAIR-ohs), and they used special tools to catch
cattle. One tool was called a lariat (LAR-ee-uht), or lasso. This
was a long rope with a noose. Vaqueros would keep the lariat
near their saddle horns. Vaqueros were skilled, brave workers.




Early American cowboys acted and
looked like Mexican vaqueros. When people
from other parts of the United States moved
into Texas, vaqueros taught them how to
handle cattle. Vaqueros also passed on their
values. Texas ranchers in the 1840s and '50s

mainly ran small businesses that supplied John Wayne

became famous as

beef to local buyers. Ranching was a small
a cowboy actor.

part of the Texas economy for many years. ,* 3
But soon, the ranching industry would '

Cowboy Myths

In books and movies,
B cowboys are often shown
- . P& as Southern white men.
' P | B\\} S8, -~ * In actuality, most Texas
' ' cowhoys were mestizo.
Mestizo refers to a person
of mixed racial ancestry,
particularly of Spanish

and indigenous ancestry.

experience a boom. It came in the form of
a war.
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B= Lariat
* The word lariat comes

g  from the Spanish words

' lareata. That simply

& means “the rope.”

% When Spanish-speaking
cowboys said to get
“lareata,” they really
just meant get any rope.
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