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A Long Battle

People have been fighting for their rights for many years. Some
people have fought for the right to vote. Other people have fought
for the right to own property. Some people have even had to fight for
the right to sit where they want on public buses. No matter what the
reason may be, the fight for civil rights is an ongoing battle.

When people hear “civil rights,” they likely think of the civil
rights movement of the 1960s. That movement remains the most
well-known example of a large group of people fighting for equality.
However, there are many other groups of people who have done
their own fighting. Government leaders have made bold moves
for civil rights. Most battles, though, have actually taken place on
the streets and in courtrooms. Many of these fights took place in
the twentieth century. During that time, the status quo was tested.
Progress was made toward social, legal, and economic justice. The
ripple effect from this time can still be felt.
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Supremely Unfair

Congress passed a Civil Rights Act

in 1875. It would have given all people
certain rights. They would have had
equal rights to housing, theaters,
schools, cemeteries, and churches.
But, the judges of the Supreme
Court ruled the act was against the
law. They said Congress could not
control people’s behaviors.

Types of Rights

There are two broad categories
of rights. Human rights are
rights that humans everywhere
should have. Civil rights are
rights that people have because
they are citizens of a nation.
These rights may change from
. country to country. People
, F . . also have civil liberties. Some
» Sate /W \ b X people use civil rights and civil
« RS COME ™ ' SR " liberties interchangeably, but
T ‘EW"“";:E COOPER UMY Ssﬁggnfg | e | there is a difference. Civil
TEU'I ifﬂmswilss%nlrimpéﬁu“m.mn / liberties protect people from
WBOWTES W 8 5 f””'ﬂ { W ME| government interference.
Al -3 ' Many of these can be found
in the Bill of Rights. Civil
rights are freedoms and
can usually be found

a2 - inamendments.
A \omen fight for their right to vote.




Fighting

The History for Freedom

of Plessy

In the nineteenth century, black people in the

In 1892, Homer Plessy United States had few rights. In 1868, Congress
satin the white section passed the Fourteenth Amendment. It said all

of a railcar. When Plessy
refused to move to the

black section of the train,

he was arrested. Plessy
appeared in court before
Judge John H. Ferguson.
Ferguson ruled that Plessy
did not have a legal claim.
The state supreme court
agreed with Ferguson. This is
why the case ended up before
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Separate...
But Not Equal

The Supreme Court ruled that
segregation was legal. The court
said black and white facilities

could be separate but had to

be equal in quality. This ruling

came to be known as “separate

but equal.” The ruling was used

to justify Jim Crow laws. Jim Crow
laws were state and local laws that
supported segregation. Many times,
the facilities for black people were in
much worse condition than those for
white people.

people born in the United States were citizens.
Many white people did not like that black people
now had the same rights as them. This law was

designed to make sure that people of all races were
treated as equals. However, that was not what
happened. Black people were still treated very
poorly in large parts of the country.

A man drinks from a drinking fountain
for black people in 1939.



In 1896, Plessy v. Ferguson was brought
before the Supreme Court. This legal case
was about segregated railcars. The Plessy
side argued segregation shouldn’t be allowed.
They said it went against the Fourteenth Amendment. The Ferguson side
argued the law gave people citizenship but did not guarantee that everyone
would be treated equally in society. The Supreme Court agreed with the
Ferguson side. This ruling made segregation legal. After that, some states
passed laws to keep black people and white people separated. Black people
were forced to use different restrooms, parks, and even schools.

1905 anti-Jim Crow
laws cartoon

1 COLORED
ALWTE ROOM /

PRIVATE PROPERTY
NO PARKING /
t}rwmgihmughﬂurmng Around

A This man waits in a black-only waiting
room at a bus station in 1940.
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