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World at War

It was the most destructive war ever. World War II involved
more countries and cost more lives than any other conflict in
history.

For the United States, World War II was fought on two fronts.
In Europe, members of the military joined the Allied forces
in the fight against the Axis powers. In the Pacific, the U.S.
military fought a fierce air and sea war with Japan.

In the fall of 1939, German soldiers invaded Poland. That
began the war in Europe. German troops took control of more
and more land. Great Britain was one of the last European
countries not under German control. The U.S. government
sent weapons to British troops but stayed out of the fighting.
Americans remembered World War I. They did not want to go
to war again.
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v Tens of thousands of buildings
were destroyed in World War Il




Then, in 1941, Japanese planes bombed
a U.S. naval base in Hawai'i. The attack left E
Americans with no choice—they joined the o

Ready or Not

Allies in Europe and fought back against

Japanese troops in the Pacific. That front Before joining the war, the United
ended with the first and only use of atomic States had been at peace for more
bombs against a human population. than 20 years. It had only three

. aircraft carriers in the Pacific, and
World War II changed the world. This is the SIS koo [t o

story of the war’s Pacific front. " The Japanese had been waging a
brutal war in China. They had six

— "!;- aircraft carriers, and their pilots
Lo [ were highly trained.
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Axis vs. Allies

World War Il was fought
between two groups. Japan,
Germany, and Italy led the
Axis powers. On the other

side were the Allied forces.
The Allies were led by Great
Britain, the Soviet Union,
and later, the United States.
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Becoming Enemies

For Japan, the war did not start in Hawai'i. The
small island nation had big plans, but it lacked
resources such as oil, coal, and rubber. To get those
supplies, Japanese soldiers invaded nearby countries.

In 1931, Japanese troops invaded part of China.
Members from the League of Nations told the
Japanese government to leave China. (The League
of Nations was a group formed after World War I to

settle disputes.) However, League members could
not agree on stronger action. Japanese leaders quit
the League and continued their invasions. Japan’s
troops killed hundreds of thousands of people

Emperor Hirohito

The leader of Japan at
this time was Hirohito
(hee-roh-HEE-toh). He

became emperor when he in China.
was 25 years old. He ruled Japanese soldiers W/
for 63 years. Hirohito was the celebrate their

longest reigning emperor in successful invasion
Japan's history. of China in 1937.

No Surrender

Japan’s pilots and soldiers
followed the Bushido

(B0O-shee-doh) code. Bushido
means “way of the warrior” in
Japanese. One part of the code
says fighters should value loyalty
and honor more than their own
lives. Japanese soldiers were
expected to fight to the death.



In 1940, Japanese troops invaded Southeast Asia. The
U.S. government warned Japan’s leaders to stop their attacks.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt took further action. He placed
a trade embargo on Japan. He also moved many of the U.S.
Navy’s ships to the Pear]l Harbor naval base in Hawai'i. Hawai'i
is between Japan and the mainland United States. The move was
meant to be a show of force to Japan.

The United States stood in the way of Japanese leaders’
dreams. So, they plotted to destroy the U.S. fleet at Pearl
Harbor. Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto (ee-saw-ROH-koo
! yaw-maw-MOH-toh) came up with a plan.
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