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Minerals to Gems

Have you ever looked at a rock up close? You
might see tiny flecks of color. Those are some of
the minerals that make the rock. Some minerals
can be cut and polished to make gems.

It takes a lot of work to make gems. Some
people have to find minerals. Other people
have to cut and polish minerals to make gems.
But how do these people do their jobs? It all
begins with finding minerals.

Some of these emerald
minerals have been cut and
polished to make gems.




The opal minerals
that are part of this
rock are easy to see.
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.’1 How Minerals Form

Minerals are formed in rocks in three ways.
~ The first way involves magma. Magma is
- found underground. It is made up of rocks
that are so hot they have turned to liquid.
Those rocks are made of minerals.

Over time, magma comes to Earth’s surface.
It cools as it rises. Once it cools enough, it
turns solid. This forms igneous (IHG-nee-uhs)
rocks. These rocks are made of the same
minerals that the magma was.

Minerals and Crystals

Most minerals found in nature are crystals.
Each crystal is made up of special shapes.
Not all crystals are turned into gems. Salt is
a mineral that is a crystal. But people do not
make salt gems!



magma rising to

Earth's surface
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