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The Day Begins

A seagull flashes past as the sun glides up from the horizon.
Along the beach, glints of light streak the foamy waves that lap
the shore. Two surfers jog toward the water.

Down the road, a soft fog lifts across wide wetlands. Hikers
round a bend in a trail. They are startled by a pelican swooping
down for a morning snack.

Across town, early workers arrive at a city building. A school
bus passes them on the street. The roads are already filled with
drivers on their way to work. They pass oil pumps bobbing near
the beach like birds pecking in the grass.

A lot of people listened to surf
music in the 1960s. The song
“Surf City” was a big hit. People
started to use “Surf City USA” to
refer to Huntington Beach. The city
adopted the nickname. In 2004, the
name became a trademark owned
by the city.

i




Back at the beach, fishers on
the pier hope for some morning
catches. One looks up from his
line and notices a cresting wave.
The surfers see the wave, too.
They stand on their boards. With
the city of Huntington Beach
coming alive around them, they
ride for the shore.

In 1909, Huntington
Beach became an
incorporated city.
That means that the
city could elect a
mayor. It could also
elect a city council.
The city could collect
taxes from people
living there. And

it could provide
services to the
people.

Bolsa Chica
Ecological Reserve




Early History

The surf and sand along the western edge of what is
now Huntington Beach has been there much longer than
any people have been. People started to live along that
stretch of the Pacific Ocean thousands of years ago. The
first known people to make it their home were Tongva
(TAHNG-vuh) Indians. They were a large tribe. The mild
climate of the region made it an ideal place for them to
live. Many food plants grew well there. The ocean
offered more food sources. There was plenty for all.

Where Is It?

Huntington Beach is located
along the Pacific coast. Itis in
Southern California. It is about
30 miles (48 kilometers) south of
Los Angeles.




The Tongva still
live in California.
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Spanish Immigration
: The Tongva are also
The Tongva people thrived known as Gabrielinos

for years. In the mid-1500s, (ga-bree-eh-LEE-nohz).
explorers from Spain came to The name comes from
the area. But they left the area Mission San Gabriel
alone. By the late 1700s, all Arcaggﬁ:' The_lf"'ssw"
that changed. The Spanish r;?:l Fragt S oG e
came to stay. And the Tongva’s '

way of life began to fall apart.
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